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Competitive body builders. The billionaires of Davos could strike a similar pose but instead of muscular toning, they have accumulated wealth to impress the world. Photo from Wellcome Trust.
I’ve noticed that humans spend an inordinate amount of time gossiping, reporting on others behaviors and actions, guessing at their motives and assigning moral judgments. It almost seems that network news has become exclusively a forum for denigration of the competition. I can’t imagine that
people really find this interesting, so why do they watch? If you can make the assumption that historically, in a pre-technological setting, the only way to improve ones standing in a social hierarchy was to constantly make positive statements about oneself and allies while denigrating all others, it
becomes clearer why humans still do this much of the time, to gain advantages in the power structure of the political hierarchy. They seem to do it naturally without involving much conscious thought. They are stuck in a behavioral groove cut for them by evolution and continuously engage in the
monkey politics even as devastation is preparing to make a surprise visit.

Brain circuitry involved in social dominance. A lot of fear involved with the amygdala (see photos below). Left prefrontal cortex (LPFC) inhibits inappropriate social behavior. There’s a lot of dopamine at the striatum that may encourage alpha-apes to cruise around in their limousines to display
their social dominance.
For a social, hierarchical ape that finds socializing unavoidable and perhaps desirable, the common objects of discussion are rarely anything of substance, but rather socially salient information. This gossip is not innocuous and is not meant to be, rather it is yet another mostly unconscious behavior
that humans participate in, given to them by thermodynamics, to establish hierarchy and resource distribution. The gossip you hear every night on the news channels, night after night, is nothing better than social warfare, where moving oneself and one’s tribe into a brighter light is always the
objective and casting other individuals and tribes in darkness is the primary goal.

Nancy Pelosi (or is it Elizabeth Warren) of the Democrat tribe vocalizing displeasure with the election of strongman, Donald Trump, of the Republican tribe.
Interested humans watch the battle, day after day, anxiously awaiting the report of some social faux pas that will sink the reputation of some luminous ape. Republicans and Democrats in the United States are competing coalitions intent on putting their hands on as much power, money and perks
as possible. The dupes at home are made to feel like they are a part of the tribal competition as seen on TV, and if their leader comes out ahead, they have the misapprehension that they will share in the rewards. Instead, when the feces throwing contest is over they’ll find that climate change is
making continued existence a dicey proposition while their 401ks and pensions are being stuffed with worthless promises-to-pay in exchange for underwriting a sick economy sputtering on the dregs of oil extraction.
Even though we inhabit rapidly evolving technological systems, the systems cannot alter the basic mental attributes of the human RNA that have underwritten human success for millions of years but which now, as part of a new systematic configuration, move us ever closer to collapse and
extinction. Humans are dissipatives and will always hunger and compete for energy and resources and will use their tools to access and protect scarce gradients. There is a natural impetus towards growth in fulfilling the Maximum Power Principle and in the particular case of humans there is an
impetus to growth, not only to gain a minimum of nutrition, but to accumulate wealth as a signal to others of a dominant position in the social hierarchy. No matter the level of wealth achieved, the competition requires vigilance in continued acquisition lest some other ape gain a decisive
advantage.
The stalemate in the competition for resources at the national level is not a result of a heartfelt moral imperative, but rather the terrifying prospect of mutual assured destruction from nuclear war. As hunger mounts, the mutual assured destruction may be inadequate to prevent resource grabbing
behavior and nuclear war.

Soldiers wrestling. No snowflakes here, just a raw dominance contest among members of the same team. They’ll cooperate later to fight the “bad guys.”

Wildebeests doing the same as the soldiers above.
Just as an afterthought, how is it that hierarchical position is established in modern societies of strangers? Does everyone seem to be competing with their clothes and friends and hairdos and vacations and …………… It almost seems automatic that upon meeting a seldom encountered friend that
they will bore you with a list of recent lofty accomplishments, victories and acquaintances. It does get tiresome.
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35 thoughts on “Who’s the Boss?”
1.

Tom Fugate said:
February 9, 2017 at 12:11 pm
James, you are a good student of human nature. It’s something that isn’t taught in schools because we are biased against self-knowledge. Fortunately the vast majority will remain in the dark about what is about to happen until the shit hits the fan. I say fortunately because if everyone were to
realize we are sitting in a crowded room and the oxygen is running out and all the exits are blocked we would have instant pandemonium. At least you won’t be surprised by our rush to extinction.
Reply
james said:
February 9, 2017 at 9:34 pm
Your right, no surprises here. Most everything I have written has been said before with little to no effect. We have rapidly evolved into our new systematic role to reduce gradients with our mega-sized tools and the turbulence we’re causing is just too much. The answer? Make America
great again and do it some more. Self-restraint never was a common strategy for a dissipative structures. They tend to eat it all up, maximize reproduction and/or wealth accumulation and let the future take care of itself. I suppose the human biomass will be recycled into cockroaches,
ants, bacteria and the like. Might not be bad being a cockroach.
Reply

2.

Apneaman said:
February 9, 2017 at 12:37 pm
Thanks to the wonders of the internet and social media, your friends and their friends and their friends and……. can show you photos of their meals (every fucking one) and pets. I hooked dear old mom up on facebook 6 months ago – total junkie now and when I go visit for a few days each
month she is always calling me to come and see pictures of so & so’s offspring and pictures of this or that. She still has CNN on all day, as per senior citizen bylaw 4.618, and everytime they say “Trump” her head pops up from her ipad screen (another thing me and my siblings foisted upon
her) so she can hear the latest outrage, make a tsk tsk comments, then back to facebook. The irony is that we got mom the ipad, HBO & netflix on her TV, because she was still in major grieving mode nearing the two year anniversary of my dad’s death and the electronic distractions worked.
Wadda ya gonna do?
Reply
james said:
February 9, 2017 at 9:51 pm
My dad died a couple of years ago too. My mom still hasn’t recovered but plays FOX news all day. She cheers when Trump comes on. I don’t have a Facebook or Twitter account, I’d rather think about the people that do.
Reply

3.

James said:
February 10, 2017 at 12:53 pm
It’s been thirty-four years since “Overshoot: The Ecological Basis of Revolutionary Change” by William R. Catton, Jr. was first published. It must have been appreciated like a nice work of fiction, because we didn’t get any revolutionary change nor any change at all. Now we’re so far into
the overshoot that there remains only one thing to do – disintegrate as a civilization. But what could we have expected from a hominid dissipative structure whose brain relentlessly prods for more reward? Who will carry the banner for “revolutionary change”and which dissipative will make
the real sacrifices to conform to a new, much more austere existence? Very few.
Overshoot
President Jimmy Carter tried to encourage sacrifice and conservation and was brushed aside.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MmlcLNA8Zhc
His energy czar James Schlesinger said that “”people have only two modes of operation: complacency and panic…….”
But people aren’t really complacent, they want more. Perhaps he should have said, people have only two modes of operation: greed and panic which is so evident on Wall St. Markets can be massaged, declining EROEI of oil can be papered over with fiat and climate change can be watereddown by deniers. What could make the sheep stop grazing and look up and panic? I’m betting on the fifty-gigaton methane burp that Dr. Natalia Shakova has alluded to and that Guy McPherson dutifully won’t let us forget. Good to see that some of Dr. Catton’s family are already residing in
New Zealand, I guess. Meanwhile the sheep continue to graze as their good shepards desire.
Reply

4.

Apneaman said:
February 10, 2017 at 3:15 pm
An ever growing number of the flock are grumblin, blaming and protesting, but it’s for more. Sustainability is a great idea, but that’s all it is. The few examples that are given of human flocks living sustainable are small and situational. Even the small number of sheep that are complaining
about AGW and other overshoot consequences are demanding action to “fix it”. Make it go away so I can enjoy my consumer dopamine hits anxiety and guilt free. Out of the incalculable number of riots, revolts, revolutions and modern social justice protests there is one slogan that has
never been mouthed – “WE WANT LESS!!, WE WANT LESS!!, WE WANT LESS!!” and it never will be. If actual cancer cells became conscience and thus aware they were eating themselves to extinction, do you think they would stop? I think they would conjure up some gods and devils
and open up a bunch of think tanks. “All hail ‘Glucose Christ’ our lord and saviour……provider of the endless bounty”
Reply
james said:
February 10, 2017 at 4:16 pm
Ha, ha. I think you have a point there. No one is motivated (by dopamine) to have less, unless they’re cleaning out a closet and want to make room for better stuff. They are motivated for someone else to have less while they get more.
The cancer cells wouldn’t stop. Like addicts they would likely end-up killing their body (ecosystem). What’s it going to be like when all of our “ghost acreage” is gone, the ocean becomes a dead zone and all of the ecosystem primary production is no larger than some algal scum?
Don’t worry, I’m sure the “think tanks” or Elon Musk are working on it. Better hurry though, I’m sure the methane is anxious to cap the Anthropocene and usher in the new age – the Deadocene.
Reply

5.

Apneaman said:
February 10, 2017 at 6:31 pm
Hungry Venezuelans killing flamingos and anteaters for food, biologists say
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/venezuela/article131778819.html
Reply
james said:
February 10, 2017 at 6:57 pm
The oil for food trade sort of broke down. Should be plenty of bush meat for everyone. Nah, they’re in oil overshoot like Saudi Arabia. At least they have a more livable climate and growing food is a lot easier. Pretty close to the equator though, should be warming-up considerably in
the future. Any country that thought they could feed their people on the revenue from low-EROEI oil should probably pay attention to the plight of Venezuela.
Reply

6.

james said:
February 11, 2017 at 6:59 am
From the USGS:
https://www.usgs.gov/news/gas-hydrate-breakdown-unlikely-cause-massive-greenhouse-gas-release
“The review pays particular attention to gas hydrates beneath the Arctic Ocean, where some studies have observed elevated rates of methane transfer between the ocean and the atmosphere. As noted by the authors, the methane being emitted to the atmosphere in the Arctic Ocean has not
been directly traced to the breakdown of gas hydrate in response to recent climate change, nor as a consequence of longer-term warming since the end of the last Ice Age.”
How about an ice-free Arctic for the first time in over 100,000 years? Does that impact your calculations? It seems that this is a politically correct (sedate the sheep) study vetted by Heir Geobbels himself. “Please everyone, remain calm, we have the situation under control. Everything is
going well on the Eastern Front, I mean the Arctic. Back to work.”
Mein Fuhrer
“Mein Fuhrer, I have little doubt the people will welcome the good news.”
Reply
Jesse james said:
February 11, 2017 at 12:10 pm
Doesn’t look like the arctic is ice free to me….
https://thebarentsobserver.com/en/arctic/2017/02/100-sailors-trapped-ice-near-arctic-outpost
Reply
james said:
February 11, 2017 at 2:19 pm
Glad I’m not on-board, but Spring is just around the corner. We’ll have to wait for summer to get ice free.
Reply

7.

james said:
February 11, 2017 at 7:41 am
Commenter Psile brought this essay to may attention. Sums up our situation well.
http://www.dieoff.org/page137.htm
At the end of the essay he acknowledges the encouragement and advice given by Carl Sagan and Warren Hern, among others. Warren Hern wrote some of the first papers describing civilization as a cancer and runs an abortion clinic in Colorado. Dissipatives don’t like abortion clinics for the
most part because thermodynamics has shaped their brains and behaviors to love babies, love living, love eating, love consuming, love reproducing. The morality that pushes them to be against abortion is not their will but rather the will of thermodynamics which wants as many conduits as
possible to reduce the gradients.
Reply

8.

gwb said:
February 11, 2017 at 11:22 am
shortonoil’s warnings are getting more dire (from the ETP thread this morning):
“Physically” it will not be possible to keep the ponzi scheme going for much longer. The world’s petroleum reserve now has 221 Gb of oil remaining that can be used as an energy source. Anything beyond that point will be nothing more than feedstock material, which does nothing to power
the economy. It now requires 80,000 BTU of petroleum’s 140,000 BTU energy content to produce the oil and its products, and 40,600 of that 140,000 is destined to be dumped into the environment as waste heat. The world is now down to its last 14% of useable reserve that can function as
an energy source.
Reply
james said:
February 11, 2017 at 12:05 pm
But we have to ask this question, are the major oil companies too big to fail? If zero-percent interest rates aren’t enough, what is? The last BTU civilization may have will come from burning fiat, except they’re trying to eliminate cash. It doesn’t look as bad putting a few trillion
dollars on an EBT card rather than carrying it around in a pick-up truck.
Reply

9.

Apneaman said:
February 11, 2017 at 7:30 pm
Yes that methane “review” smelled funky to me too. I’m sit on the fence with the clathrates. It could go either way and it wouldn’t surprise me. It’s not like clathrates breaking up and making to the atmosphere have not happened before.
Dissecting Paleoclimate Change
Using a core sample from the Santa Barbara Basin, UCSB researchers decipher the history of paleoclimate change with surprising results
“With this particular core, we hit it rich,” Kennett said. “We opened a really clear window to view one of these glacial-to-interglacial transitions, providing a unique opportunity to determine just how fast the climate operated. We discovered that the changes were much faster than we ever
thought possible, especially for these large shifts between a full ice age and a full interglacial. These are big events.”
“Kennett noted that this remarkable record of paleoclimate changes also raises an important question: What process can possibly push the Earth’s climate so fast from a glacial to an interglacial state? The researchers may have discovered the answer based on the core’s geochemical record:
The warming associated with the major climatic shift was accompanied by simultaneous releases of methane — a potent greenhouse gas.
“This particular episode of climate change is closely associated with instability that caused the release of methane from gas hydrates at the ocean floor,” Kennett said. “These frozen forms of methane melt when temperatures rise or pressure decreases. Changes in sea level affect the stability
of gas hydrates and water temperature even more so.”
http://www.news.ucsb.edu/2015/016158/dissecting-paleoclimate-change
Adding up ALL the damage the humans have done and the fact is “we don’t need no stinking clathrates”.
Reply
james said:
February 11, 2017 at 8:00 pm
Thanks Apneaman, I was preparing to climb back on the fence myself. How can we trust any government report when they must pass a political litmus test before release. Anyway, Trump is a billionaire dissipative and has a massive appetite for building cells and other infrastructure
with the fossil fuels. Some say he is a Cheeto, but I say he’s more of a walking butane lighter. He’s going to find it and he’s going to burn it. All of this goes along with the underlying thermodynamic creed: “We want more and if it feels good, do it.” But if shortonoil is correct, it will
be the cities burning in an uncontrolled manner instead of controlled burning for anabolic infrastructure building.
Reply

10.

Apneaman said:
February 11, 2017 at 9:09 pm
Shortonoil, says 2022? Seems too soon to me, but I ain’t the one doing all that fancy math. With or without fossil fuels this civilization is done. Peak oil will help rush things along though. Even intermittent gas shortages will hurt the economy and cause an angry panic with the sheeple….
bla bla bla, my rights……bla bla bla, pay my taxes…bla bla bla. I foresee that happening first. I bet many months of shortages will result in a influx of peak oil converts. So say peak oil hits and there is very little fuel to go around. What are the chances of every country that has nuke power
plants and nuke spent fuel pools being able to keep the maintenance up or shut them down safely? How about a few dozen Bhopal’s in highly crowded areas? Hurricanes, mega wildfires, Raun Bombs, etc, who’s coming to the rescue without fuel? How about your neighbours if you’re lucky.
FEMA should start training up an equestrian brigade.
Reply
james said:
February 12, 2017 at 7:34 am
How long can you shovel cheap credit at energy companies that are making losses on operations? Until the last drop of oil is extracted and the national debt is fifty-trillion dollars and all savings have been made worthless? Debts never can be repaid. Money is worthless. Little energy
remaining, much of it used to extract the last oil. Cash ban, if you buy supplies or gold they know where to look. Can’t retire the nuclear plants because there’s a shortage of energy. Black-outs occur as temperatures reach 120F in continental interiors. Some natural gas and electric
vehicles running. Can’t afford the energy to get to work, if you have any. Medical system rudimentary at best. Cities under martial law. Laws passed making it illegal to eat horses and donkeys. I guess I’ll have to hitch a ride with the Amish.
Why are the Federal Reserve general counsel and banking regulator leaving now?
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/press/other/20170208a.htm
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2017/02/10/Federal-Reserve-banking-regulator-Tarullo-to-retire-in-April/3371486768134/
Reply

11.

Apneaman said:
February 12, 2017 at 3:32 pm
Currently reading:
“A New History of Life: The Radical New Discoveries about the Origins and Evolution of Life on Earth” by Peter Ward and Joseph Kirschvink ”
This passage from the introduction is telling.
“Many of the great events of evolution cannot be repeated; evolution has had a long period to fill the biosphere with highly competitive and efficient organisms, making it unlikely to repeat, for instance, the Cambrian explosion when all of the basic body plans of animals came into being.
But what can be repeated are things antipodal to living and diversifying, such as extinction, or extinction writ larger—the dreadful past catastrophes of deep time, the mass extinctions.”
“With every molecule of carbon dioxide we pump into the atmosphere we are ignoring the early sirens that rapid rises in carbon dioxide are the commonality between more than ten mass extinctions of the deep past and what is happening today. Those extinctions were caused not by asteroid
impact, but from rapid increases in volancanically produced atmospheric greenhouse gases and the global warming they produced. A terrifying new paradigm of mass extinctions has arisen this century: ‘greenhouse mass extinctions,’ a name overtly chosen to describe the cause of the vast
majority of species killed off by mass extinctions in the past.” – P.3
I think they use a different classification for mass extinctions. I think heard Ward in a video say 30% of all species or higher was a mass extinction. I have learned a ton from Ward. He is one of the people who studies extinctions, unlike climate scientists. Climate scientists are great for
atmospheric chemistry and physics, but the next logical choice for the implications of those physical and chemical changes is the biologly people. Don’t see many of them being interviewed in the MSM do ya? Nope, they like their, hopey rock star climate scientists like Michael Mann.
Reply
james said:
February 12, 2017 at 4:36 pm
Humans can’t escape their make-believe worlds long enough see what they are and what they’re doing. Humans are owned by thermodynamics but they think they’re in control. The little self homunculus in their heads just serves as a rehearsal dummy for the rest of the brain and body,
that for the most part registers and seeks/avoids just a few things – sex, food/wealth, entertainment, immediate danger. The entire writhing ball of human protoplasm will go over the cliff, there will be a short scream and then – kersplat! Anything remaining alive will wail, “God, how
could you have done this to us?” before it picks itself up and starts once again to do the same thing that sent it over the cliff.
Reply

12.

James said:
February 13, 2017 at 11:30 am
It seems that Dr. Nafeez Ahmed has trumped the Hills Group with his new release: “Failing States, Collapsing Systems: Biophysical Triggers of Political Violence”.
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2017-02-13/failing-states-collapsing-systems-biophysical-triggers-of-political-violence-review/
Undoubtedly the individual anger will coalesce into warfare at the super-tribal level. Not because its rational, but because when starvation begins, our thermodynamic soothsayer whispers in our ear, “Deutschland, Deutschland, uber alles……………” and then history begins to be made at a
grand tribal scale. A strong delineation between “them” and “us” is made and the fireworks begin.
Stalingrad
Nazi soldiers at Stalingrad.
Reply

13.

Apneaman said:
February 13, 2017 at 9:49 pm
” While much of the human population has been denied access to such information, and thus actionable knowledge,..”
Horse shit. I know, you know, others know and the good Dr knows. No one denied us access to the information – it was easy finding it with that newfangled internety thingy. The others, the overwhelming majority, don’t want to hear it. Don’t ruin our dopamine buzz with your doomy views.
Nafeez, is still stuck in the morality and choice loop. He’s another one who gets much of it but just can’t make that last leap and apply the MPP to humans. It’s innate in almost all humans to think they are separate from nature the universe and it’s laws. There is no choice when you are
programmed to behave in given manner under given circumstances. Cancers don’t get to choose. Humans are like Pacman. They can move left, right up or down and that makes them think they have choices, but they are incapable of admitting they are locked in a box. Keep munching away
little Pac-humans….your quarters worth of time is almost up.
Reply
james said:
February 14, 2017 at 6:41 am
The billionaires, in their exalted positions, are no better than the peasant couple that has twelve kids. Both maximizers, doing what they can to satisfy the innate longings in their unexamined brains. The entire brain, including the illusion that “you” are in control evolved to serve the
MPP.
Reply

14.

Apneaman said:
February 13, 2017 at 10:10 pm
Club of Rome, “The Limits to Growth” -1972. William Catton, “Overshoot: The Ecological Basis of Revolutionary Change” – 1980. Joseph Tainter, “The Collapse of Complex Societies” -1988.
All 3 pre-date the internet and combined are more than enough to explain what happened in the mid 20th century and where industrial civ is going. There have been new developments, like the speed of climate change being much faster than expected, but the core is the same. Plenty of old
boomer doomers knew this was going to happen in the 1970’s and they did not have or need the internet.
Reply
james said:
February 14, 2017 at 6:43 am
No deviation from the course prescribed by the MPP.
Reply

15.

Froggman said:
February 14, 2017 at 4:32 pm
So James, where do you suppose people like us fit in to this ridiculous charade? The tortured souls visiting your blog or mine, who put the pieces together and understand what is going on… we don’t seem to fit in, yet we’re still a part of the ever expanding human mass.
I suppose if I had any “principles” or could overcome my dopamine addictions, I should unplug from all of this, just tell my family we’re checking out and will be wandering nomads until the end arrives. Maybe we’d squat in our own house until the bank repossesses it. I’d say what I really
think and be shunned by everyone, as I refuse to participate in the metastasis of the cancer any longer.
But instead I wake up every morning and put on my fake clothes (a “costume” to fit in with the sheep), put on a fake face with fake attitudes and beliefs, and set out to go through meaningless motions in order to ensure that those glorious energy-backed credits are deposited in my bank
account every two weeks.
Everyone around us believes what they’re doing has meaning, that it’s real. It’s only a few of us, scattered across the world connecting via internet, who realize we’re only actors on a stage…
Reply
Lidia17 said:
February 14, 2017 at 7:19 pm
Well, people did realize this much earlier, even apart from the unique situation we face.
All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women merely players;
They have their exits and their entrances,
And one man in his time plays many parts,
His acts being seven ages. At first, the infant,
Mewling and puking in the nurse’s arms.
Then the whining schoolboy, with his satchel
And shining morning face, creeping like snail
Unwillingly to school. And then the lover,
Sighing like furnace, with a woeful ballad
Made to his mistress’ eyebrow. Then a soldier,
Full of strange oaths and bearded like the pard,
Jealous in honor, sudden and quick in quarrel,
Seeking the bubble reputation
Even in the cannon’s mouth. And then the justice,
In fair round belly with good capon lined,
With eyes severe and beard of formal cut,
Full of wise saws and modern instances;
And so he plays his part. The sixth age shifts
Into the lean and slippered pantaloon,
With spectacles on nose and pouch on side;
His youthful hose, well saved, a world too wide
For his shrunk shank, and his big manly voice,
Turning again toward childish treble, pipes
And whistles in his sound. Last scene of all,
That ends this strange eventful history,
Is second childishness and mere oblivion,
Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything.
Good luck on your ‘strange eventful history’ towards ‘sans everything’, Froggman, Apneaman, James & all the readers here..
Reply
james said:
February 14, 2017 at 8:44 pm
I think I’ve reached the “fair round belly” stage of existence and the sans everything has begun. Happy Valentine’s Day to Lidia and everyone and remember, candy will be 1/2 price at Wal-Mart tomorrow as they make room for the Easter merchandise.
Reply
james said:
February 14, 2017 at 7:49 pm
The technological cancer is an anomaly, given form by the rapid flow of energy from the gradients it devours. We were pulled into it and evolved with it to record and work with information and build the tools to eliminate the gradients. Most of us live in technological cells surrounded
by unnatural surfaces and materials that maximize our comfort and separation from “nature” and each other. It’s very nice in these cells, but you have to put on that costume every day and perform some metabolic function in the cancer to maintain them. I feel that we’re drawn to the
comforts and rewards of this technological existence, but somehow it leaves us exhausted, stressed, out-of-shape and wanting to escape to something simpler. As time goes on people will be tortured trying to maintain a way of life that is no longer possible energetically.
I’m pretty much stuck in the high-consumption lifestyle because I don’t want to be disowned by a family that cannot understand why living a simple life may be a good thing. I can’t move anywhere different because the old folks can’t leave their homes and I need to stick around to
look after some of them. Since most people are basically beyond understanding what’s going on and will undoubtedly land in the tar pit, I just try to enjoy each day to the maximum. “A man hath no better thing under the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and be merry. (Ecclesiastes 8: 15)
“- Ecclesiastes.; “Let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die.” – Isaiah. “Let us head for the Ark and bring plenty of good bourbon and steaks.” – James. I can’t even begin to make my family understand the danger they’re in and, in a way, I don’t want them to know – yet. One day, after
the last oldster has passed-on I’ll just tell them, pack your bags, I’ve got a great place and a great way for us to live and they’ll say, “See you later sucker, we’re staying here.”
Maybe people will come to their senses and realize they shouldn’t want to be a billionaire or a mother of twelve or live forever and there will be a new fusion singularity and we can suck the carbon out of the air. Whatever happens, I’m going to enjoy it, try to understand it, and
attempt to sidestep some of the land mines on my way to the Ark. Just fake it with your acquaintances, they’re never going to get it.
Reply
Froggman said:
February 15, 2017 at 2:25 pm
Re-reading my comment, it comes across needlessly dark. You’re right, of course, the key is to live in the moment and enjoy the time we have; and I do that despite periodically relapsing into sorrow.
Lidia, wonderful place to insert that quote. The great artists catch more frequent glimpses under the tent than the average person, methinks. That’s what makes their art great, and often drives them mad… 🙂
Reply
Lidia17 said:
February 15, 2017 at 11:29 pm
Oh no, Froggman, your comment wasn’t even dark *enough*!
But still, do live in the moment and enjoy the time you have. That recommendation is valid no matter what, I’d say.. although I admit that I cannot often entirely embrace it.
==
I’m not sure I know what “sorrow” is. I know hope and fear, and I know that a worthy Buddhist admonition instructs us to harbor “No Hope; No Fear”. It’s a concept which is accessible to me a good deal of the time, if not always.
Often I think of sorrow or grief as being a function of our own personal regret and sense of failing or inadequacy. When my mom died a few years ago, I didn’t feel much grief (if any) because I didn’t feel as though there was anything *unresolved* in our relationship. I
had been her caretaker for a year or two and then she passed. Someone else might have felt that they still “owed her” or—conversely—that they “were owed” something *by* their relative … this or that unsettled “last” thing. But no. So it was all right.
People can easily grieve for the World if their perception of the situation is unresolved. I’m not sure I can grieve in the way others will, since the more I come to understand the current situation the more natural and inevitable it appears. Nothing to rail against. There isn’t
some “tragic mis-understanding” upon which to blame things, more’s the pity..
Reply
Ert said:
February 15, 2017 at 10:52 am
@Froggman
Everyone around us believes what they’re doing has meaning, that it’s real. It’s only a few of us, scattered across the world connecting via internet, who realize we’re only actors on a stage…
Theirs its their truth and believes and yours or mine is mine our your truth – based on believes and inner agreements. Whats false?, whats truth? And why do you (and I, too) care about other opinions – or other believes? Why does it have (still) an impact on you and me?
The book “The Four Agreements” helped me a lot to into understanding myself in that regard. If you have no time – look at “The wisdom of the four agreements” – its the condensed version of it.
But the book is only the beginning… the inner journey is the interesting part 🙂
Reply
Froggman said:
February 15, 2017 at 3:57 pm
All good points Ert. That looks like an interesting book, I added it to my list. Thanks for the recommendation.
Reply

16.

Samuel said:
February 15, 2017 at 4:10 pm
Apneaman: “Plenty of old boomer doomers knew this was going to happen in the 1970’s and they did not have or need the internet.”
Quite right.
My wife and I are in our 60s and were heavily influenced by outstanding teachers and writers who made overpopulation and biosphere degradation real and personal. We both had read “The Population Bomb” [1968], of course, but I had the great fortune of hearing, at the urging of a biology
instructor, Albert Bartlett’s presentation on exponential growth, which he initially unleashed in 1969.
Bartlett: “Can you think of any problem in any area of human endeavor on any scale, from microscopic to global, whose long-term solution is in any demonstrable way aided, assisted, or advanced by further increases in population, locally, nationally, or globally?”
My wife discovered Ellen Peck’s “The Baby Trap” [1971] and believes this book had a powerful, under-the-radar influence for many independent-minded women, including herself.
From Goodreads: “Published in 1971 – This was one of the earliest books to advocate that being childfree was a valid option for a woman. Of course, back in 1971 there was no such word as childfree – she calls it being ‘voluntary childless’. Some of her reasons include overpopulation,
available resources for babies and children, and the state of marriage…”
Goodreads’ commenter: “This book is over 30 years old, and I read it about two years after it was published. I knew even then that I never wanted to have children, but I truly felt like I was the only woman in the world who felt that way; at least, I was the only woman I personally KNEW
who felt that way. And, at that time, the pressure on married women to have children was relentless. This book was like a breath of fresh air for me, as it was literally the first time I knew there was at least one other woman out there in the world like me…”
I hold population activists, in particular, close to my heart because they are the least fooled by the supposed glories of humankind…and I adore genuine outliers who keep striving to do what’s right in the face of complete failure.
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