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I’ve used the video above before, but it remains one of my favorite for showing technological metabolism. A magnificent array for turning fossil fuels and food into waste.

This video shows some metabolism at the ground level. Do these people (human RNA) know what they’re doing and why? How many have taken the red pill? How many have been offered the red pill? Most are cluelessly trapped in the matrix of complex gradient reduction which is becoming a
little strained of late.
You might want to know why all of this complexity exists and since this is a “Red Pill” site, I’ll tell you.
It all revolves around the efficacy with which structures facilitate the conversion of stored energy into motion and waste heat. All movement is an expression of dissipation of more concentrated energy to less concentrated forms or heat. This includes all life, organic and technological, currents in
air and water, typhoons, your car and yourself. Where does it begin? It begins with the random motion of molecules bumping against each other as energy flows through them on its entropic journey to a less concentrated form. So why structures? Why does energy preferentially flow along the
most direct path to its entropic decay? The answer it seems to me is in directionality. The slow movement of heat through random collisions of molecules is not very efficient as one molecular collision may carry motion and heat away from whatever cold sink is accepting the heat. In solids there
may not be any opportunity to channel the motion towards the cold sink by changing conformation, but with liquids and gases random molecular collisions can be replaced by circulations. Circulations or currents are a unification of the individual molecular kinetic energies into a massive,
coordinated directional flow of heat towards a cool sink. Why not just leave well enough alone and let the heat eventually make it’s way to the surface through random collisions? A heat source creates highly energetic molecules that create a high pressure area or an area of less density and this
tends to expand until it touches the cold sink. When the energy is lost at the cold sink, the molecules tend to become more dense and sink. The sinking molecules will come in contact with the heat source again and become energetic, less dense and rise. A circulation is established.
Imagine taking a cross-section of the circulation that looks like a circular target with the bullseye having the most energetic molecules in the center with rings of less and less energetic molecules towards the outside. The highly energetic molecules at the center of the circulation are protected from
flow disruption by the slightly less energetic molecules in the next ring which are protected from the slightly less energetic molecules in the next ring. The center of the circulation can flow relatively rapidly towards the cold sink while flow velocity decreases towards the edges. I believe this is
called a laminar flow but a fluid dynamics specialist will probably refute everything I just said. Anyway……….
So what do humans and technological structures have to do with currents in fluids? Besides the fact that the gaseous and liquid environments serve as their cold sink into which they dump their metabolic waste heat, the organization of the ecosystem and technological society serve to maximize the
flow of energy from the plant and fossil fuel gradients by means of evolving distributional relationships. If animals were molecules, they might bounce around indiscriminately eating whatever they encountered, a Brownian motion on a large scale. But that’s not what happens. The evolved
predator-prey relationships speed the flow to the cold sink through specialized structure and behavior. It simply wouldn’t do if every animal tried to eat every other animal it encountered, it would be chaotic and inefficient. Instead, the equivalent of currents establish themselves in the ecosystem
and technological system that maximizes the flow of energy stored in plants to the surrounding cold sink. A current or chain of prey-predator relationships exist that stretch from the plants, through a number of species, that dump heat along the way through their movements and behaviors in
finding food and avoiding predation.

Massive tool produced in technological cells and created from some freshly spliced human information. It’s attacking a coal gradient which will be fed through the technological distribution systems for metabolism and dissipation.
Technological civilization does the same, feeding upon organic and fossil fuel gradients and dumping waste heat into the surrounding air and water. Why bother building roads, pipelines, train tracks and houses and building of all sorts? Why did humans become RNA in technological cells?
Because the resulting organization increased the flow of energy from the gradients which allowed the involved conduits to amplify themselves in the competitive task of energy/resource flow. DNA and technological information conserve the organizational integrity of the individuals that
participate in the chain of energy flow. All of the movement you see in the video clips above are simply evolved ways to burn-off gradient energy, organic and fossil. When the fossil fuels are used-up the technological system will fold like an ecosystem without solar radiation. The circulations in
the atmosphere are interesting while the biological currents and complexity that come from the plant gradient are amazing. The complexity that has arisen from technological consumption of the fossil fuels is pretty impressive but as things stand, unsupportable in the future. All of the complexity
of the technological system had its start in human DNA which never let a good gradient pass it by and created the human RNA of the technological system whose nascent information and tool using abilities were well suited for further elaboration. Once the technological information was
established and protected in cells where it can be spliced and amended by engineers, designers and inventors, some really great tools could be created to open up new energy gradient vistas like fossil fuels. The humans would love to accomplish technological fusion to keep the complexity going
and perhaps they will – perhaps not. It seems to me that the Universe is most interested in releasing the energy and the complexity is simply a tool to accomplish that task. When the task is over the complexity has no meaning. Fortunately or unfortunately for animals the sun has been rising each
day for billions of years.

Life’s rewards are great for conduits that can obtain and process energy without getting eaten themselves, at least not until the baby conduits are ready to take their place in the food chain. The best conduits are able to intercept the most energy to make the most offspring. This relationship has
somewhat broken down with modern humans. Now the most successful business gets to expand most in the fossil fuel economy.
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207 thoughts on “Trapped in the Matrix – Twice”
1.

dolph said:
November 7, 2018 at 8:54 am
L.A. is insane and has been for awhile. DFW is fast becoming that way.
Try convincing an American of this and they will stare at you in disbelief. Still, at the present time they are right. The space and energy are for practical purposes infinite, even now.
But they won’t always be. Every day of every month of every year we draw them down. The turning point arrives, and we are all in denial.
Reply
james said:
November 7, 2018 at 11:04 am
Humans evolved in an environment where political/interpersonal relations were most important in determining the amount of energy sent through their own personal conduit (body). The environment and population never were salient because nature ALWAYS kept each species from
getting a decided advantage over the others. It was just a matter of time before evolution produced a species with the characteristics enabling massive organic and fossil fuel gradient reduction through its rapid transformation into a information-using, tool-producing intermediary-like
RNA in organic cells. And here we are reducing every gradient in site without any hesitation, each person wanting to become the hominid equivalent of the “Big Dog”. That primitive shit has to end or we’re finished. We’re probably finished anyway.
The bridge is out ahead but few can even conceive that a bridge could exist in the first place.
Reply

2.

Cynic said:
November 7, 2018 at 11:42 am
Amen, brother!
But I got me some angel wings to fly right over that busted bridge!
Hallelujah!
Reply

3.

Yorchichan said:
November 7, 2018 at 1:39 pm
Thanks for the new post James.
The evolved predator-prey relationships speed the flow to the cold sink through specialized structure and behavior. It simply wouldn’t do if every animal tried to eat every other animal it encountered, it would be chaotic and inefficient. Instead, the equivalent of currents establish themselves
in the ecosystem and technological system that maximizes the flow of energy stored in plants to the surrounding cold sink. A current or chain of prey-predator relationships exist that stretch from the plants, through a number of species, that dump heat along the way through their movements
and behaviors in finding food and avoiding predation.
Anything any animal does must increase entropy otherwise it wouldn’t happen. Not sure in what sense the chain of prey-predator relaionships maximises this flow, however, because entropy is not being increased as quickly as theoretically possible. In the short term at least, the rate of
entropy production would be increased if every animal tried to eat every other animal it encountered. Similarly, an animal could increase the rate of entropy production simply by running around aimlessly at great speed. The reason these things don’t happen is because such behaviours would
seriously damage an animal’s prospects of passing on its genes to the next generation. The reason isn’t that by moderating its behaviour an animal is maximising the rate of entropy production.
Reply
james said:
November 7, 2018 at 2:34 pm
It can’t happen any more quickly because each species is it’s own tool so to speak, specialized for cracking one or a few protected gradients. The chaotic interactions of molecules through which heat moves and gives way to channels, currents, conduits which move the heat more
quickly. A successful species is a link in a chain of energy flow.
Reply
Yorchichan said:
November 9, 2018 at 5:36 am
Yes, and any individual or species that is better at exploiting an energy gradient than its rivals is at an evolutionary advantage. However, having obtained energy, that energy must be conserved for the goals of staying alive and reproductive success. Using the energy
“unproductively” is likely to result in an evolutionary dead end.
Demonstrating to a potential mate the ability to obtain surplus energy by growing large tail feathers or buying fast cars, is likely to prove an effective reproductive strategy.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 9, 2018 at 1:20 pm
I sometimes wonder whether painting big oil paintings enhanced my mating chances – or was it some other factor?
I have no complaints either way.
The other side, of course, is the women who say:
‘An artist? They’re all nut jobs!’ (Shrieks and runs away).
On the whole, I’d say that a powerful expensive car is better than self-produced art.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
November 9, 2018 at 8:07 pm
The most successful artist I’ve known personally had a motto: “no projects: no problems”. And -yes- he painted big oil canvases and kept running mistresses while his wife was pregnant. He didn’t seem to have a problem with shriekers.
Reply
james said:
November 10, 2018 at 8:08 am
He was the sort that needs extra inspiration.
Reply

4.

james said:
November 8, 2018 at 7:33 pm
I’ve been reading about and thinking about progress lately as others have brought up the subject on other blogs. I think that it is largely an illusion supported by metrics like longevity, growth and various layers of complexity. The complexity goes hand-in-hand with reduction of the gradient
and serves as a means to reduce it. Complexity can and does take many forms, some useful and some ridiculous, but its main reason for existence is to provide a place for the gradient energy to flow. Humans tend to build complexity around the military (gradient protection), medical system
(live longer), religions (live forever) and education (make more money and function as an RNA). The complexity is fine as long as it doesn’t get too top-heavy and as long as the gradient is supplying more and more energy to pass into the distribution system and into the complexity. Like a
capillary tube in a liquid that gets larger and larger and ramifies as more and more energy flows through it until a great tapestry of complexity rests upon it. Needless to say, you don’t want your gradient to run dry or a big air bubble to enter the tubing and disturb the flow. In the ecosystem,
plants can be considered the great capillary upon which a great trophic complexity rests. Fortunately the plant’s energy source, the sun, never runs out and the complexity has evolved for a very long time, reaching limits but rarely undergoing collapse.
It is important that the complexity draw the energy through the capillary tube (conduit) to maintain the flow. Banks and investors provide the money to build more complexity with the full expectation that the flow will increase or at least be diverted their way in the future. Some complexity,
power plant smokestack scrubbers for instance, are an addition of complexity to deal with a problem created by the last round of complexity. Sometimes governments may devise great projects just to maintain the flow of energy through the economy. But, all things considered, the
complexity is there to reduce the gradient and not to provide any long-lasting progress. Just as dopamine and opioids induced humans to consume natural gradients, it is also responsible for much of the fossil fuel derived complexity like Disney World, sports venues, vacationing, pets, and
other fun things. Driving your car in circles would accomplish the same thing.
The complexity of the toys and weapons and AI and the like divert attention from the fact that Homo sapiens’ balance sheet is strongly in the red and quickly moving towards bankruptcy.
Reply

5.

Apneaman said:
November 8, 2018 at 10:48 pm
Uncontrolled cell growth
Poor diet a factor in one-fifth of global deaths in 2017 – study
Global survey says diseases such as cancer and diabetes behind almost 75% of deaths last year
“The data revealed that our behaviour is our biggest threat to staying alive, with poor diet the greatest risk factor. Indeed, a bad diet was behind more than 19% of all deaths worldwide in 2017, and almost 70% of coronary heart disease deaths.”
“Experts say the latest findings reflect an accelerating shift away from deaths relating to infections and problems around birth and towards diseases such as cancer and diabetes.”
Although we are used to seeing it in developing countries, the really strong message now is that this is a global phenomenon, even relatively poor countries are more troubled now by things like diabetes than they are from conditions such as malaria,”
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/nov/08/poor-diet-a-factor-in-one-fifth-of-global-deaths-in-2017-study
Reply
james said:
November 9, 2018 at 4:11 am
“O.K. kids, I just paid the electric bill and we still have enough for macaroni, hot dogs and pancakes all month long. Life is good.”
Reply

6.

dave said:
November 10, 2018 at 8:36 am
https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/…/Metzinger_suffering_penult…
I guess Metzinger wants to develop a “suffer-o-meter” of some sort. good luck with that. i could give him some hints, but he hasen’t asked me. his loss.
I thought it was kind of funny, that even among some of the most privileged people on earth,a group of graduate philosophy students, it was found that maybe 25% of all experience on earth was deemed to be repeatable in an imaginary afterlife.
some of his ideas for minimizing suffering on earth are pretty good, i guess. i particularly like his first one, which involves eliminating all sentient life. that’s the only one that i could really endorse.
Reply

7.

james said:
November 10, 2018 at 9:38 am
Here’s another link: https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb05philosophie/files/2013/04/Metzinger_suffering_penultimate.pdf
“Mortality-salient information and death-related cognition pose a constant threat to our self-esteem, because we need constantly to “buffer”the resulting existential anxiety – which in turn consumes an enormous amount of resources. For example, to stabilise the layer of our self-model
dynamically representing an overall emotional evaluation of our own worth, we now have to qualify for either literal or symbolic immortality by creating a new “meta-context”. We need to invent some sort of ideology or other, and then successfully live up to the standards of value that are
part of it. On the other hand, any uncertainty regarding the validity of one’s worldview constantly undermines the efficacy of our attempt to protect the conscious self-model from being flooded by the terror going along with knowledge about the inevitability of death.
Creating too much awareness of mortality may therefore not only be bad for an
academic career: it actually threatens the integrity of your and other people’s
conscious self-model–because it implies a deep existential loss of control.
Almost nobody wants to gaze into an abyss for too long, because –as Friedrich
Nietzsche famously remarked in Beyond Good and Evil–the abyss might eventually
gaze back into you as well.”
People want to believe that they’re something special, a derivation of an approving and loving God that encourages the satisfaction of their passions – anything besides being molecules in a cancerous, thermodynamic process that is destroying the rare masterpiece of life on earth. I have a
new “meta-context” and it’s called Megacancer and I assure you it is abysmal and will create a nightmare worse than any your brain can currently piece together in the nocturnal creativity of the unconscious.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 10, 2018 at 2:48 pm
A relation of mine couldn’t get anyone to buy his paintings after the first flush of success in youth: a common phenomenon.
So, consumed by wounded vanity, he built a new house around them, with two large studios, and a central display salon – double-height – as the sacred inner chamber for permanent display of his, mostly huge, largely gloomy, works.
He likes to think of successive generations venerating his masterpieces, thereby in a sense not dying himself. Truly pharaonic in spirit!
Reply
James said:
November 10, 2018 at 7:46 pm
Great-grandson after the inheritance: “Throw it all in the garbage or burn it, it makes me want to vomit.”
And so, the oils and canvas were released and the Great Gods of Entropy were pleased.
Years later the house caught fire when the kitchen was left unattended. The Great Gods of Entropy were again pleased.
Eventually all gradients were consumed, all complexity was reduced and the Gods of Entropy were sate. But so as not to be forgotten, they commenced putting together a Big Bang so their tireless efforts would live-on.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 12, 2018 at 5:11 am
A well-known British ‘society painter’ made a gift of a portrait to an Italian peasant family.
Some years later he went back on a visit, looked them up, and was surprised to find his painting still valued: they’d mended their work clothes with the canvas…..
I think I recall an early Matisse oil painting being used to repair a leak in a chicken shed by relations.
Every hack artist thinks he or she is an Ozymandius.
Reply
james said:
November 12, 2018 at 6:49 am
Peasants know the real value of things.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 12, 2018 at 8:16 am
Too true: I see myself one day as a beggar, clad in a cloak and hood made from my old paintings,huddled over a fire made from the frames, pages torn from books sewn together to made a warm vest……
Reply

8.

james said:
November 12, 2018 at 9:22 am
Very good posts on this site brought to my attention by Xabier over on http://www.ourfiniteworld.com
http://www.crashoil.blogspot.com/
If your Spanish is not so good, use Google Translate or similar.
Reply
xabier said:
November 16, 2018 at 2:21 pm
Thanks for the acknowledgement.
He’s a good write,and clear thinker.
Reply
james said:
November 16, 2018 at 3:04 pm
I always had my suspicions. The Strange Tale of Dr. Xabier and Mr. Cynic. Enjoy your comments here and there.
Reply

9.

dave said:
November 12, 2018 at 10:18 am
The Last Messiah
“Cultural history, as well as observation of ourselves and others, allow the following answer: Most people learn to save themselves by artificially limiting the content of consciousness.” Peter Wessel Zapffe
https://philosophynow.org/issues/45/The_Last_Messiah
I often like to pull out and reread this little essay, by Zapffe. it helps me keep in mind what’s going on when i deal with humans. Basically, I’m dealing with a frightened creature ( A dissipative structure, but that’s another story.) that is largely (mostly?), consumed with covering up, papering
over, the fear of its own inevitable extinction. Zapffe largely attributes this fear to the evolution of an oversized cortex, an “over abundance of consciousness”, that must be tamped down, one way or another.
More current authors, Becker (Denial of Death, Escape from Evil), Solomon, et al (Terror Management Theory), Metziner (existence bias, phenomenal self model {PSM}), among others, have followed up on this essay and filled in many of the details. But, at least to the best of my
knowledge, Zapffe was the first to point out and identify the psychological mechanisms in play.
Recently, Varki and Brower have proposed an evolutionary pathway that would allow for such traits, the denial of death and a denial of unpleasant truths in general, thus optimism and such.
https://undenial.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/denial-ajit-varki-danny-brower.jpg
Reply

10.

james said:
November 12, 2018 at 11:26 am
Just think of the survival tug-of-war going on between needing an analog mind to store information and create tools (+) and the side-effect of knowing that you’re just a convenience of the Universe for releasing gradients and that you will some day disappear without a trace – thank you very
much for your service. So let’s make something up about progress and living forever and……………
Reply

11.

james said:
November 13, 2018 at 9:38 am
What would dissipatives do if they didn’t eat gradients, pass the stuff through their bodies and move around generating heat? Humans have had to change their forms and routines a little as the gradient buffet has expanded to include just about everything, but they still wolf-down meat,
vegetables, Doritos, and corn syrup just as before except it’s neatly packaged and brought to the buccal cavity with spoon and fork tools for the most part. And what a wonderful analog mind in which we can plan our movements before we make them. We could just wander through the
environment sniffing for food hoping for unforeseen victory, but the likely locations are firmly imprinted in our brains, a place where the virtual me can take a stroll before the real body gets moving. Unfortunately, if you make a virtual, mental misstep, you can also find yourself in a funeral
parlor or at some other remembered or created scene of death and carnage. Best to stay busy with good things and good thoughts, if you can.
I was hoping to eventually transition into a nano, quantum AI being so that I could avoid death completely, but it’s a dissipative structure and all dissipatives eventually fall apart except perhaps for the great storm on Jupiter. What a disappointment when the technological system simply
augments the capabilities of the territorial, tribal RNA apes so that when they fight over gradients and reproductive potential they can truly annihilate each other. But what else to expect from unconscious actors in the thermodynamic scheme of things. Most humans are so oblivious that they
have become their jobs and don’t know what to do with themselves when “employment” ends. Many keel over and die for lack purpose while others come from oblivion, obliviously pass through life and then reenter oblivion with hardly a blink of an eye. Maybe those are the lucky ones.
Reply
dave said:
November 13, 2018 at 12:29 pm
“Maybe those are the lucky ones.”
yes. all that silliness about an examined life being somehow worthwhile. just silly.
Reply
james said:
November 13, 2018 at 7:37 pm
And I’m not sure this type of knowledge will have a much broader application. We must like this mental self-flagellation. But when you see the biosphere being consumed and destroyed an inquiring mind must ask “Why?”
Reply
dave said:
November 14, 2018 at 8:26 am
i think that it’s always a loosing game.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b1mJnEmjlLE&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR0n9hbQrFIbEoUY_4xQ34-ZXvbLjzS_t5SrSJJT8acpCL5xWlnoa2a9ubw
Reply
james said:
November 14, 2018 at 9:20 am
It’s very hard to protect a gradient when a dissipative wants it. Predators lurk everywhere and being on the same team means nothing. If you let your guard down you become an easy meal for some hungry dissipative, even ones from your own tribe. Even when you
die, the bugs, fungi and bacteria are prepared to make a meal of you unless you get pumped with formalin and are stuck in an hermetically sealed box.
I used to watch Immendam when he would argue with the Modern Mystic. He makes some good points.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 16, 2018 at 2:07 pm
Understanding mindlessness is a necessity to some minds… probably not the happiest.
And yet, it is truly satisfying to understand the impulses and structures which underlie this devastation.
Reply
james said:
November 16, 2018 at 8:27 pm
I’m afraid that evolution has favored those that grab the opportunities first and provide excuses, if necessary, after the fact. Those that hesitate or are caught flat-footed can only watch in astonishment as greedy programmed behaviors are rapidly executed like Wall
St. trading algorithms. Eventually the men and women in suits and ties that relentlessly conduct “business” and congratulate each other on their well-earned bonuses, will see their feeble achievements washed away by the tide of nature’s unforgiving rectitude. The
Maximum Power Principle owns them until it disposes of them, but until then they stoke the cancer’s metabolism counting as progress the speed and extent to which they destroy themselves and the ecosystem.
Reply

12.

james said:
November 15, 2018 at 6:30 am
It is my impression that Wal-Mart and some other major retailers now use facial recognition on their customers. Facial images are matched against other records to determine if an individual requires extra scrutiny.
I found this comment over at Quora:
“Most stores that have cameras, will have at least one trained directly on each entrance. These doors are known as “choke points”, narrow areas that everyone must pass through, so it’s a good place to have a narrow view, providing higher detail of everyone entering, for better facial
recognition. This will often be connected to a monitor just inside the entrance, that displays the camera’s view to show people entering that they are, in fact, on camera.
Sometimes stores will also have covert cameras around head-height, in or around the door frame itself, for a reverse angle of people leaving. Someone intent on mischief may be prepared for the regular ID camera (especially if there’s a “public awareness” monitor as well) and tilt their head
down or wear a cap with a brim to avoid being identified, but they tend to be in more of a rush on the way out and likely won’t even be aware of this reverse angle, so they won’t try to hide themselves from it.
Wal-Mart being a major retailer that invests a lot of money in loss prevention, it’s probably safe to say, they have very good coverage of everyone entering and leaving their stores.”
And there is this article from the ACLU:
https://www.aclu.org/blog/privacy-technology/surveillance-technologies/are-stores-you-shop-secretly-using-face
If there were an entity to apply equivalent standards to most corporations, then it would be morally justifiable to trash them, loot them and then burn them because this is exactly what they do to the natural environment that underlies all of life. Otherwise mindless, managed RNA people,
keep your social credit scores up – they are watching and must protect their profits so they may grow like the malignant cancers they are.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 16, 2018 at 2:24 pm
‘For God and Profit’, as the ledgers of medieval Italian bankers always began.
Let not their Divine Purpose be frustrated!
No theft!
Just trash the world……
Reply

13.

james said:
November 17, 2018 at 5:58 am
All of our movements and thoughts require massive amounts of ATP energy which is released as a phosphate bond is broken on the ATP molecule. Most movements in our technological cells require a mini-explosion of fossil fuels like that which occurs when phosphates are stripped from
ATP. Imagine a car without gasoline and a power plant turbine without the coal or natural gas and you have a dead technological cell and system. But the RNA inside the cells, still fired by ATP, could get a little work done – early 18th century type work. Here is a good summary of ATP
usage in cells.
http://www.abc.net.au/science/articles/2011/05/25/3226741.htm
So, if we run out of fossil fuels, why not just use the sun? Well, I haven’t done the calculations but I don’t think that producing energy from sunlight will allow for much motion. The energy fed into the electrical grid from PV panels at the present time can be spent on electric car motion, but
if the panels had to be produced with their own energy (and you must consider the entire supply chain and the supply chain that supports that supply chain and …………) then you come to the conclusion that PV will only produce enough energy to manufacture itself at the site of
deployment, recycle all materials on-site and not move very much during its lifespan. Even if some future robotic organism in need of energy were to ingest the solar cells (chloroplasts) it might still have to be stationary similar to the extraordinary sea slug in this article:
https://motherboard.vice.com/en_us/article/3dk4bv/human-photosynthesis-will-people-ever-be-able-to-eat-sunlight
Perhaps the fusion plant will be the new mitochondrion we’ve been waiting for, allowing the massive amounts of energy we need to keep things moving. Then again, it may provide just enough energy for us to go over the top in our international, quasi-species competitions and growth,
thereby allowing the men and women in suits and ties to fulfill their life destroying ambitions. I imagine its very difficult to unwind a metabolism, sort of like removing gears from the works of a watch and still expecting the hands to tell time. Too bad this system is required to grow plants in
sufficient quantities and distribute them to the RNA in all of the technological cancer cells.
Alice Friedemann is especially concerned with the shortage of transportation fuels.
This is an interview with Chris Martenson from 2016.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EKmNgvUw3k
The watch continues to tick, but the spring is running down.
Reply

14.

james said:
November 17, 2018 at 6:19 pm
Another good Martin Butler (Corporeal Fantasy) video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vV30_qeyZKo&t=604s
An on target comment: “So I am merely a slave to the subconscious processes that precede my conscious mind. Ergo, even though I believe I am my conscious thoughts, all I really am is an animal programmed to do x & y purely for the sake of survival and reproduction (fulfilling desires) ?
That would mean in a way, we are like nature’s condoms; once it’s done using us we’re flushed down the toilet/abyss. That’s pretty brutal.”
Once you have served in the dissipative army and reduced plenty of gradient, you are dismissed. Humans cause each other significant pain by trying to compete to be the best gradient reducer. The winners or “survivors” get to go through all of that hell again.
Reply
Slow Paul said:
November 18, 2018 at 8:33 am
I was driving my older sister home from a party yesterday. She told me the inner workings of the salary negotiations at her work where she was representing the wage-earners. I told her that I’ve never bothered with it because my wage was automatically adjusted upwards each year
due to all the other co-dissipatives fighting for more gradients and my union efforts to reduce disparity between members.
Then she bursted out in disbelief: “but you do want as much wage rise as you can get, right? everybody wants that??”, I answered “yeah I guess”.
In 20 years or so we are out of topsoil, it won’t matter how many digits your bank account contain when there is nothing to eat.
Reply
james said:
November 18, 2018 at 9:35 am
With the Federal Reserve and associates handing-out money to preferred customers, we all pay for it in inflation, but we get some really whiz-bang weapons systems that the dissipatives can use to fight over gradients.
The four-roll toilet paper went from $2.00 to $2.36 at the local Wal-Mart. I told my wife to ask for at least an 18% raise in her salary next year. The middle-class is being eaten or rather, has been eaten by the favored few and resource depletion. In time, regardless of surveillance
and drones and whatever else they can dream-up, the tables will be turned and the “elite” will be served for dinner.
Hey look! Back to the Moon we go. I suppose the billionaire dissipatives are getting a little nervous. We must send our cancer into space to debauch any gradient we can stick a straw into or perhaps they’ll stay just long enough to fumigate the Earth and dispose of the
deplorables. In any case, credit should be no problem and energy is in ample supply. Lower wages, raise taxes and clear-cut the remaining rainforests. It’s as easy as that.
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/exploration/spacecraft/index_prt.htm
Being an RNA isn’t what it used to be, but come-on kids, it’s all for a good cause.
yacht
If you don’t like it, there’s always this:
https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-11-16/middle-class-destroyed-suicide-rates-soar-among-american-workers
Reply
Apneaman said:
November 18, 2018 at 2:28 pm
Suicide rate: It’s loss of status for many of them (loss of woman for some) not total impoverishment and homelessness. Not yet. This is what happens to those for whom a lifetime of indoctrination has captured. Worrying what the other monkeys think of them is perfectly
natural, but in an image obsessed, self absorbed consumer society it’s long past pathological.
There are plenty of others who have adjusted just fine to being pushed down a few rungs on the ladder, but for some death death is preferable to their assumed social death.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 18, 2018 at 3:41 pm
A very wealthy man saw his hedge fund collapse in 2008, but still walked away with $ tens of millions.
It took him two years or so to admit that he was unemployed to the people at his golf club, so great was the shame at being a ‘loser’ despite being -in all likelihood – far wealthier than most of them…..
Reply
james said:
November 18, 2018 at 8:02 pm
Social death, I adore you. Those that are very socially conscious aren’t worth associating with. The best life, at least for me, isn’t one lived at the higher rungs on the ladder. People waste their lives trying to scratch their way to the top, but they’re not conscious, God
made them stupid and gave them something to do.
I do feel a bit sorry for those that are sick, just out of the hospital and they get walloped with a six-figure bill after the high-tech witch doctors and their managers get hold of them. A few shakes of the bison’s tail, a few mumbled incantations and voila, you owe us
everything you’ve got. Sick, can’t pay your bills, thrown out of your house – not much reason to go on.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 19, 2018 at 6:01 am
Jared Diamond describes tribespeople under the thumb of a shaman – who bullies, rapes and kills at will and who also threatened Diamond.
Do they unite to get rid of him?
No, too dangerous, because he can kill their souls -so they just build the fire up higher and mutter.
Victims of their own defective traditional world- model.
Just like the US victims of medicalised banditry.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 19, 2018 at 6:03 am
Or. ‘defective Other-world model’.

🙂

Reply
15.

El mar said:
November 18, 2018 at 11:12 am
Why is the Universe interested in releasing Energy?
Reply
james said:
November 18, 2018 at 12:05 pm
I consider it something like negative pressure resulting from the Big Bang in which ultimately hot is being spread outward into a greater and greater volume of cold space. Some of the energy is locked-up in matter which can be released through fusion, but when it is released it always
moves towards a “low-pressure” cold area which is increasing with the expansion of the Universe. We release some of that energy released by the sun and captured by plants as it moves through the trophic levels of the ecosystem, through us (conduits) and straight into space as heat of
some wave-length.
All of human history is simply the evolved behaviors (motions) of conduits as energy flows through them on the way to a less energy dense (colder) area (space).
Reply
El mar said:
November 18, 2018 at 12:20 pm
In there were no interest, there would be celestial
Peace!
Reply

16.

EL Mar said:
November 18, 2018 at 12:57 pm
So the last question is:
Why Big Bang?
Reply
james said:
November 18, 2018 at 1:30 pm
And as far as we know, we’re the only way for the Universe to see and understand itself within our analog minds. Not that it hasn’t done well enough for the last thirteen billion years without understanding anything. I don’t know why the Big Bang happens. Maybe there are many Big
Bangs. If there were a cessation of expansion and time stood still and everywhere was cold, the Universe would be timeless and therefore this state would last no time at all from a human perspective. I’m pretty sure that if things began to contract, they would not flow back through
complex conduits in reverse from cold to hot.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 18, 2018 at 3:50 pm
Maybe Mankind has been a brief -and regrettable – experiment in self-understanding by the Universe: but it’s decided that it wasn’t worth the candle as is preparing to fall back into unconsciousness?
Rather like opening one’s eyes briefly in the morning, realising it’s Sunday and the dreams were way better than reality, and going right back under the duvet again, forever……
Reply
Cynic said:
November 18, 2018 at 3:52 pm
My dog is dreaming at the moment – looks pretty good.
I often suspect that reality disappoints him somewhat, not conforming very well to the best models his mind has created.
Then again, he seems to live in perpetual hope, much as his mother would visit the same old rabbit holes twice a day with never any success.
Reply
james said:
November 18, 2018 at 7:42 pm
Mine is acutely attuned to any stimulus associated with food. A true Pavlov specimen. Would be exciting to have a dog dream in my head some night. I’m sure my wife would like to watch my hands and feet twitch.
Reply
james said:
November 18, 2018 at 7:29 pm
Perhaps the Universe is a bit dismayed at its own gnarly and disfigured appearance and the harrowing dissipatives that its expansion has cultivated and worst of all the fact that it is to be infinitely reborn. It is the curse of the Universe and if it could utter one thing it would
be “Please let it end. I must rest in peace.”
Reply
El Mar said:
November 19, 2018 at 3:54 am
Why is something and not nothing?
Because we do not know the reason of a Big Bang (or existance in general), there is at least some hope for a sense of our being. You may call it god´s purpose. Everything is possible, a positive surprise regarding a “good” result, as well!
Reply
james said:
November 19, 2018 at 5:19 am
The foul, competitive, predatory behaviors seem to have been carried into the technological system. I wonder who did that? Perhaps humans. There are some nice and generous and reasonable dissipatives – let’s hope that becomes more prevalent.
Reply
Apneaman said:
November 19, 2018 at 3:33 pm
Lawrence M. Krauss || A Universe from Nothing
“The question “Why is there something rather than nothing?” has been asked for millennia by people who argue for a creator of our universe. Taking a trip back to the beginning of the beginning and the end of the end—and reviewing the remarkable
developments in cosmology and particle physics over the past 40 years that have revolutionized our picture of the universe—Lawrence M. Krauss explores the discoveries that have revolutionized our understanding of both nothing and something. It has
become clear that not only can our universe naturally arise from nothing, without supernatural shenanigans, but that it probably did.”
https://youtu.be/vwzbU0bGOdc?t=768
Reply
james said:
November 19, 2018 at 8:58 pm
That was really good. Krauss reminds me of my molecular biology professor. That’s the kind of stuff you can put in the mental slow cooker before you go to bed and hopefully have something tasty in the morning.
Reply
dave said:
November 20, 2018 at 9:52 am
I think I could have saved him a lot of calculations in comeing to the conclusion that this is all an accident. and, I still don’t think he gets the concept of “nothing”. but who does?
Reply
Cynic said:
November 19, 2018 at 5:57 am
The Universe lay, like Sleeping Beauty, unconscious but somehow yearning to be found and experience more.
That yearning brought into being the Handsome Prince.
But when it woke with a kiss (and maybe more) from Hom Sap – it screamed……
Reply
james said:
November 19, 2018 at 8:40 pm
This is my Big Bang model and the Universe’s reaction at seeing itself.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfhZ4CKjarA
Reply

17.

dave said:
November 19, 2018 at 7:50 am
Thus the natural right of every man is determined not by sound reason, but by his desire and his power. For not all men are naturally determined to act in accordance with the rules and laws of reason. On the contrary, all men are born in a state of complete ignorance, and before they can
learn the true way of life and acquire a virtuous disposition, even if they have been well brought up, a great part of their life has gone by. Yet in the meantime they have to live and preserve themselves as far as in them lies, namely, by the urging of appetite alone, for Nature has given them
nothing else and has denied them the actualized power to live according to sound reason. Therefore they are no more in duty bound to live according to the laws of a sound mind than a cat to live according to the laws of a lion’s nature. Thus whatever every man, when he is considered as
solely under the dominion of Nature, believes to be to his advantage, whether under the guidance of sound reason or under passion’s sway, he may by sovereign natural right seek and get for himself by any means, by force, deceit, entreaty or in any other way he best can, and he may
consequently regard as his enemy anyone who tries to hinder him from getting what he wants.
From this it follows that Nature’s right and her established order, under which all men are born and for the most part live, forbids only those things that no one desires and no one can do; it does not frown on strife, or hatred, or anger, or deceit, or on anything at all urged by appetite. This is
not surprising, for Nature’s bounds are not set by the laws of human reason which aim only at man’s true interest and his preservation, but by infinite other laws which have regard to the eternal order of the whole of Nature, of which man is but a particle. It is from the necessity of this order
alone that all individual things are determined to exist and to act in a definite way. So when something in Nature appears to us as ridiculous, absurd or evil, this is due to the fact that our knowledge is only partial, that we are largely ignorant of the order and coherence of the whole of Nature
and want all things to be arranged to suit our reason. Yet that which our reason declares to be evil is not evil in respect of the order and laws of universal Nature, but only in respect of the laws of our own nature.
Spinoza – from the Theological-Political Treatise Chapter 16
Reply
james said:
November 19, 2018 at 9:34 am
Yes, and that’s why God created cancer and pirates to harass the people with big yachts, and the many classes of parasites and Goldman Sachs and……………
But when selfish entities begin to overwhelm the effectiveness of the overall dissipative structure, a thing called an immune system will usually step-in and eliminate the threat. Human immune systems do have trouble with cancer, perhaps because it usually happens in people beyond
reproductive age and they’re expendable.
The ecosystem is composed of the relationships of many species of dissipative structures and cannot create an immune system. The organic cells of organisms and technological cells of nations are at least nominally cooperative and can create immune systems. The interacting cell
lines of businesses are supposed to cooperate for the overall good just like cells in a body and through evolution, new more effective and/or efficient cell lines replace older ones. Cells in the national specimen can become cancerous to the detriment of the overall system but otherwise
must exist within established metabolic relationships. Humans, fully dependent upon the integrity of the ecosystem, have found themselves in quite a fix by being enveloped in a competitive technological system (nations/corporations competing with each other) that must bludgeon
and eventually kill the ecosystem to gain nutrition and competitive advantage.
The competition between technological species (nations) is lethal in short order, but don’t blame yourself Homo sapiens, if you don’t eat the gradient someone else will and use the energy to build a club to bash-in your skull and eat you too – it’s nature’s way.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 19, 2018 at 2:32 pm
That Spinoza quote calls to mind the Sufi tale of Khidr (the ‘Green Guide’, attuned to the larger patterns of existence and necessity) and Moses (dumb and moral).
Reply

18.

Cynic said:
November 19, 2018 at 2:10 pm
‘Don’t blame yourself Hom Sap: if you didn’t cut off the head of the stranger from another tribe whom you just bumped into, he’d do just the same to you – and he’d have to do it’. See Jared Diamond.
One Hom Sap bashes another Hom Sap, no change to the ecosystem.
One technological cancer complex competes with another: total ecological destruction, end of Hom Sap (mostly).
Wish I’d been born a bonobo, at least they seem to believe in having more than a bit of fun s they dissipate,
Although I’m waiting for the documentary: ‘Bonobos, The Shocking Truth’ which will blow their cover like the expose of Bushmen and their historic head-hunting……
Reply
james said:
November 19, 2018 at 6:45 pm
It should be quite dramatic, a massive “bungle in the jungle” but the Bonobos will be partying while the humans search for their deliverance.
bonobo
Watch your daughters, those Bonobos are sneaky.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7y51bpWl_hY
“Bungle in the Jungle”- Originally written for a film that was never made. “A black comedy about a dead teenage girl visiting Heaven and her various misadventures in the afterlife.” The entire human endeavor is a black comedy.
Reply

19.

dave said:
November 20, 2018 at 7:49 am
I seem to be watching this guy lately, for no real good reason. anyway, i’d probably say that the prime directive is to make entropy, as much and as fast as possible. that’s where the gene throwing comes from. I guess.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GB7t5NhWJJs&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR16oCkTxBvOx2TkmVfmeuMYVs1LC3oMDq3KjfMZbcp0UcHMlhXtReJFbj0
Reply
james said:
November 20, 2018 at 11:33 am
He needs to pass some more energy through his bodily conduit, take some trips, eat more, more music, buy some stuff, a new car, a new house, three wives and eighteen kids. It’s no shit, although it does eventually end-up that way. What’s the matter? Are you (Inmendham) wired the
wrong way? You shouldn’t even need to think of what will make you happy. But all that takes money and that’s why most human conduits are more or less miserable.
Reply
Apneaman said:
November 20, 2018 at 4:53 pm
For years now every time I hear humans talk about happiness, I remind myself (sometimes them) that, the universe through the MPP & evolution matrix, doesn’t give a fuck about human happiness, but wants you to ceaselessly seek it until death, via gradient reduction. Human
hamster wheel.
I say avoiding misery should be the core priority and anything else is gravy. It’s the best I could come up with along with laughing at the absurdity of it all.
One of the strategies I use to trick my inner reward seeker and indoctrination from birth in my entitlement culture (reward & novelty seeking on steroids) is something I call comparative gratitude – A daily reminder of the untold billions who’ve had and have it worse. I live like
a prince compared to almost all my ancestors. It’s not a cure (death is), but rather a band-aid to keep me from mentally bleeding out while I finish my shift.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0C9lzkXcw9Q
Reply
james said:
November 21, 2018 at 4:04 am
I suppose there are different ways to cope. You could practice Zen, but all of that meditation is like pretending you don’t exist. Maybe a religion with a moral God to which prayers can be made. Or you can let your natural gradient reducing capacities rip and hope that
there’s something remaining for your children, although it’s likely you won’t save anything for them or perhaps you’ll save them a cold, moldy cell (house) which can no longer dissipate fossil fuels. I’m letting the mental wounds bleed to see what’s down the rabbit hole.
Not sure how long I can stay but there are some huge thermodynamic roots down here.
If all else fails, delude yourself with a book like this:
happy world
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
November 22, 2018 at 1:04 am
I get all the pleasure I could ask for from understanding that I have a brain that emerged from a cloud of hydrogen that understands what’s going on. It’s really quite amazing that we are here having this conversation.
Reply
james said:
November 22, 2018 at 5:20 am
The conveyance of information into the future. One codon to one amino acid. Twenty-six letters arranged in unique sequences that represent a visual image or thing and a sound produced by the mouth and vocal cords. I’m sure it took evolution a while to get all that
wired-up. Some people still have wiring deficits (Dyslexia is a learning disorder that involves difficulty reading due to problems identifying speech sounds and learning how they relate to letters and words (decoding).
It wouldn’t have done much good to only be visual and not have a way to convey the information, but eventually our hands were dexterous enough to write and we had the instruments. We could initially convey information from one brain to another with sound,
hand signals or facial expressions.
Send code, receive code, translate code to visual image. See if it’s a lie. Who sent it? The government or Goldman Sachs? Throw it in the recycle bin.
Here is some early code used widely before written information made its debut. They forgot to include the most widely used hand information, the middle finger. It’s fun to watch people hand talking even as they vocalize their message.
hand codes
Reply

20.

Apneaman said:
November 20, 2018 at 5:27 pm
This is like an existential doomy double shot
Anti-Natalist Gary From Inmendham:”This [World] Is a Bloodbath. It’s a Friggin’ Meat Grinder”
“Published on Mar 13, 2018
In this week’s edition of Voices From the Doomosphere, I have the unsettling life experience of checking in with antinatalist-on-steroids Gary, from the Youtube channel Inmendham.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pO3E4ngHDRU
Reply
james said:
November 21, 2018 at 3:40 am
The Universe is not a moralist, it’s interested in degrading little pockets of energy by any means possible. Imagine humans telling the Universe that they can’t be its tool any longer. No more dirty work. No more gradient reduction. Then you’re dead, no one cares. The morality is gone.
The murder of Khashoggi is O.K. because bad things happen in this world (according to the gradient reducer in chief.) Yes, indeed, bad things happen in the world, like destruction of an entire ecosystem. But it doesn’t matter because humans can’t get out of bed in the morning without
dopamine and some material reward in their minds and that includes burning lots of carbon, getting lots of stuff and planning that next big impressive event in their lives.
My daughter received a “Your daughter’s been late three days this semester.” letter from school and all I can say is “fuck you” and “you can shove your freedom and democracy, veteran-adoring, empire-loving gobbledy-goop back up your regimented, unconscious RNA ass.”
Reply

21.

james said:
November 22, 2018 at 7:06 am
Short message from Prof. Tim Garrett. This may be a short clip from a not yet completed documentary.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Efba4t2tF-g
Reply

22.

Apneaman said:
November 22, 2018 at 8:05 pm
Tim Watkins: “We’ve Already Gone Past that Wile. E. Coyote Moment Where We’ve Gone Off the Cliff”
In this week’s Collapse Chronicles interview, I have the pleasure of speaking with Tim Watkins, author of “The Consciousness of Sheep.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2XrSqwKjs0
https://consciousnessofsheep.co.uk/
Reply

23.

james said:
November 23, 2018 at 7:12 am
That was a good interview. I don’t think that people can imagine that industrial civilization is neither normal nor sustainable. It must seem that way for cancer cells in a body “Wow, this is great. We’re growing like gangbusters. Nothing can stand in our way.”, and then it happens, the system
dies.
When fossil fuel can no longer be burned to maintain ambient temperatures that are homeostatically acceptable, I expect people will rapidly turn to using biomass which will disappear in a few years leaving them with nothing to burn (cooking or heating). CO2 will not be sequestered in
biomass and may still increase in the atmosphere for a while. The cessation of high-sulfer fossil fuel burning will increase solar insolation and it’s likely that air quality at the surface will be bad for a number of years.
The need for heating/cooling fuel may actually increase with global warming as the meandering jet stream alternatively lashes areas with unusually cold and then unusually hot air masses. Money and fuel may simply become unavailable to many. Many rural areas may eventually be cut-off
from industrial supplies of energy as all efforts and resources are focused upon supplying cities.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
November 23, 2018 at 12:18 pm
Irv Mills thinks rural will be safer than cities. I don’t know who’s right. Probably safe to assume everyone is screwed.
https://theeasiestpersontofool.blogspot.com/2018/11/responding-to-collapse-part-4-getting.html
Reply
james said:
November 23, 2018 at 5:03 pm
Those in the countryside will be trying to get into the cities while those in the cities will be trying to get to the countryside and the highwaymen in the middle will have a feast.
As long as jobs exist and there are sufficient resources, I would prefer to live in the city. When the jobs vanish and things are sparse I would prefer to be in the country. Maybe preparing a country estate while working in the city is the best approach.
The government will take care of problems by creating money and paying for it with taxes and stealth inflation. Once the problems get too great and everyone needs a bail-out, the inflation will soar and the currency will crash. In essence, it will become too expensive to function
in civilization, to drive a car, to heat a home, to buy processed foods from the grocery, to pay any kind of interest or taxes……………………… This is when chaos will erupt and only force can be used to restore it.
Lenders have been providing credit to people to help “make ends meet.” In a way this is a way to coax the resources out of the owner’s hands in exchange for promises to pay later (with interest) to keep the metabolism intact. Little do these owner’s know that they will be repaid
later with a highly inflated currency that at the time of repayment will be able to purchase only a fraction of the resources that they exchanged for the bond in the first place. I can’t imagine accepting a Treasury bond paying three-percent interest in exchange for some real goods
that may inflate hundreds or thousands of percent or become priceless before the bond matures. Wealth had always grown over the past ten-thousand years but “investors” will be surprised to find that the resources they have recently sold to the metabolism in exchange for the
bond will be redeemable in atmospheric CO2 and some bits and pieces of stuff at the bottom of a landfill at the end of the bond’s term.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 24, 2018 at 10:09 am
It’s generally an urban fantasy that nicer people are found in the countryside.
In the UK now, rural crime is more or less un-policed due to manpower cuts – very violent criminals (if you cross them) know they can do what they like and stand little chance of prosecution and imprisonment, less than 10%.
These days they are after farm machinery, livestock, etc, and are not rapists and murderers but if things get worse….
On the fringe of this city, gangs have worked out how to use the new Green bus-way and cycle path for drug dealing and mugging people for their bicycles -they are using ‘sharing society’ OFO bikes for this, gangs of 3-5

🙂

Of course, this is mostly urban gangs engaged in
business development in rural areas, but there are so many drugged up people in rural areas these days.
I’d say it all comes down to ‘Location, Location’, in minute detail when weighing up rural v urban.
Reply
james said:
November 24, 2018 at 11:05 am
I always dreamed of an isolated pacific island or atoll far, far away. With sea level rise occurring, maybe there are some bargains. There won’t be any medical care there, but medical care is now just another form of banditry. I don’t like the idea of entertaining the Black
Friday crowd, armed to the teeth, bashing in the door and seeing what they can get away with. Failing local governments may disband their police forces entirely relying on the more wide-ranging state forces which may also see slashed budgets.
A new self-defense attitude will have to prevail. A co-worker was accosted on a New York subway and stuck the tip of his umbrella through the assailants eye and into his brain and killed him. Maybe the assailant was part of a tribal gang and everyone outside of the tribe
was considered a target for dissipative desires. Anyway, it turned out to be a bad plan as the assailant suddenly lost his precious homeostasis.
Reply
24.

Apneaman said:
November 23, 2018 at 7:46 pm
I think Tim Watkins suggestion that TPTB may attempt some kind of extend & pretend debt servicing arrangement is plausible. Thrown in some selective debt reduction/forgiveness too. Must leave the essential BAU worker bees some hope.
Reply
james said:
November 24, 2018 at 4:28 am
Yes. I found this from Tim Watkins at Rob’s site, http://www.un-denial.com
“Without the net energy to allow for genuine economic growth, sovereign debt becomes as unpayable as consumer and corporate debt. It can be defaulted or it can be inflated away; but it can never be repaid in real terms. States, however, are unlikely to concede this point until it is too
late. To put it another way, states will use all of the power at their disposal to maintain the exchange rate of their currencies even if this results in economic ruin for their national economies and their citizens.”
And in additional news, another reason for living like a hermit in the country. Big and little brother are watching you.
https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-11-23/china-offers-86000-reward-snitching-porn
You can’t have your worker RNA wasting energy on human things. They must save all energy for productive pursuits in their technological cells. Also buying too many video games will lower your social credit score. There really was no thermodynamic doubt that the “system” would
exert even greater control over their RNA. If the system were to proceed much further in its evolution, they would decide who has children, what they are to become and when they are to die after their productivity has diminished in old age.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 24, 2018 at 10:16 am
Empires have invariably attempted to maintain themselves in crises without any reference at all to the well-being of the ruled (if ever considered, it’s secondary).
It’s also the case that rulers are remarkably adept at ignoring or concealing from themselves the negative effects of their policies, through arrogance, callousness or ideological denial/approval.
Therefore, we should expect it to be the norm, not the exception.
Reply

25.

Cynic said:
November 24, 2018 at 10:18 am
‘Reading too many Collapse blogs: all social credit withdrawn!’

🙂

Reply
james said:
November 24, 2018 at 11:14 am
No credits for you. Get back to work. Your doggie or kittie cat will be removed in the morning and be sent to the meat market and you will only receive a half-ration of electricity from your electrical smart meter. Do not remove the chip from under your skin, this is punishable by five
to ten years in prison.
Reply
26.

Rob Mielcarski said:
November 24, 2018 at 11:26 am
Tim Watkins on why diesel, the fuel that feeds us, will likely be the first energy product to be rationed, and possibly much sooner than you might expect.
http://consciousnessofsheep.co.uk/2018/11/24/heavy-oil-shock/
Reply
james said:
November 24, 2018 at 1:47 pm
Alice Friedemann is always having nightmares about lack of diesel. The reality awaits us.
Reply

27.

david higham said:
November 25, 2018 at 3:32 am
*https://conservationbytes.com/2018/11/25/global-warming-causes-the-worst-kind-of-extinction-domino-effect/
Reply

28.

david higham said:
November 25, 2018 at 3:34 am
*
https://conservationbytes.com/2018/11/25/global-warming-causes-the-worst-kind-of-extinction-domino-effect/
Reply

29.

james said:
November 25, 2018 at 5:20 am
The dominoes have definitely started falling as the Great Barrier Reef is killed, the Amazon and Indonesian rainforests are consumed and most arable land is taken by technological humans and doused with plant and animal killing toxins. But things won’t accelerate until the plants (oceanic
and land) bite the dust. It’s like pushing over the first green domino and all the others follow. In the meantime the human ants battle over territory and resources as a giant lava flow bears down upon them. Think you’re going to escape in your corporate jet or government sponsored bunker?
Not a chance in hell.
Reply

30.

james said:
November 25, 2018 at 5:21 am
The human nervous system monitors and regulates homeostasis within the body below the level of consciousness. The heart beats, the lungs fill with air, fluid levels are adjusted, immune system is monitoring, sleep centers put us down a the end of the day for a rest. The conscious part of
the nervous system is the one interacting with sensory stimuli from the environment mostly but stimulated also by a few internal urges and pains. Most of the work of maintaining the system is actually done beneath the surface. The self-image attached to the motor neurons is encouraged to
make movements and do things to help the system on a large scale. For instance, you get a hunger signal from within, a signal sent to the self-image in the brain to set the massive system of cells in motion to the kitchen to obtain a chunk of food to be masticated and sent into the alimentary
system for processing and energy extraction. The movement to the kitchen is actually a great undertaking with many trillions of cells working in unison to move the system along. If the refrigerator is empty, the self-image will change course towards a new place in the analog mind that is
traditionally full of nutrition, the pantry. Eventually the system ages and dies, the sensory stimuli stops and the symbolic being that occupied the analog world and pulled the strings on the motor neurons is abandoned. All of the memories, the experiences, the ideas and thoughts are
abandoned as they have served their purpose of maintaining homeostasis and reproduction of the system. The feelings of times past and lost loved ones and lost opportunities are short-lived distractions to the symbolic-self which must busy itself with moving the body here and there to get
what it needs.
The symbolic self-image that we see as ourselves is a functional creation for moving around the analog mind which happens to mirror the real world more or less, often less than more. Once it determines a course, it can excite the motor neurons. We’re actually more of a system with armies
of immune defense, walls to keep others out, a great pump for circulating metabolic necessities and eliminating waste, a large filtering station for eliminating toxins and so forth. That is what we really are, not the thing running around in the head that processes sensory data and operates the
motor neurons to move the system into advantageous circumstances.
But the symbolic-self can also serve the needs of the body by being educated to work within the technological system and thereby gain nourishment in that way. If trained to read information and use tools, the symbolic self can easily pull the motor neuron strings to wake you up at the ring
of an alarm clock and send you off to a technological cell where you can make your body do repetitive motions to obtain dopa-dollars which can be exchanged for food and shelter. It can also allow you to apply the tools to the ecosystem in a one-time orgy of consumption. So many humans
have an identity or symbolic-self that is a functional RNA, a job, and when work ends they actually lose their identity. And, by the way, when you die, after being put out to pasture for a few years, the technological system thanks you for your service just as your bodily system thanks you for
doing the right things and keeping it alive. Wouldn’t it be nice if you weren’t so captive to the systems? I’ll have to say that it is very nice not being captive to the systems, not entirely anyway. Everyone escapes eventually from their own bodily system after it ages and dies and the analog
self is most definitely no longer needed. The technological system of which we are the key RNA ingredient is in the process of killing itself and will wipe-out untold millions or billions of analog minds that were under the false impression that their jobs and home cells and groceries could
go on forever. All of the tool making and information processing in the Universe won’t make a bit of difference to the furtherance of a species that became a cancer and killed the ecosystem upon which it depends.
Reply
dave said:
November 25, 2018 at 9:35 am
good stuff. makes me type 15 characters.
Reply
james said:
November 25, 2018 at 9:55 am
Thanks, I’m trying to tie-up some loose ends before I return the other world of mindless Mega-RNA in a Mega-Cell of the Mega-Cancer.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 25, 2018 at 2:43 pm
Bury me with my tools!
I’ll be needing them in the After Life.
But, as I’m civilized, there will be no need to add dead slaves, dogs and horses. Or even the SUV.
A little tiny, symbolic, gold barrel of crude might be nice though, and a silver sim card over each eye.
Reply

31.

dave said:
November 25, 2018 at 10:12 am
seems kinda symbolic, or prophetic, or something.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=59&v=-CFTIOQCqTc
Reply
James said:
November 25, 2018 at 11:43 am
Sort of like pressing the red button that launches the nukes. Just a little bump and it all comes down. Maybe they would call that warehouse calamity a cascading failure.
Reply

32.

Rob Mielcarski said:
November 25, 2018 at 11:30 am
nice……………
Reply

33.

Cynic said:
November 25, 2018 at 2:45 pm
James, what will we do without you, when you are re-absorbed?
Reply
james said:
November 25, 2018 at 8:09 pm
You must pity me.
Reply
Cynic said:
November 26, 2018 at 6:57 am
We must hope that it will Purgatory, and not Hell……
Reply

34.

james said:
November 27, 2018 at 7:30 am
It’s all about the health of the cancer and relative advantage of tumors in the body. The homeostasis of body/ecosystem is a non-issue except for what the cancer eats and breathes. Trump’s ecosystem consists of the beautifully manicured lawns of his golf courses. The RNA must be made to
believe or not believe as the case may warrant so that they can continue to metabolize and pay-off the cells they inhabit, which will soon be bereft of energy, occupying a dying wasteland and be dead.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5AfuH-8SVaM
It’s a hallmark of human consciousness to believe in things that are rewarding but lacking in evidence, like religions and infinite growth while disbelieving unrewarding ideas that are backed fully by scientific evidence. It’s quite obvious that the emotions have veto power over logic.
Presidential Press Conference
“Mr.President, there are reports that the United States is part of a metastasized, technological, mega-cancer, humans are RNA and consciousness (soul) is simply a self-representation in an analog world built through learning and experience in the brain. What do you have to say about this?”
“What are you talking about? You must be insane. Next.”
Reply
dave said:
November 30, 2018 at 3:37 am
considering that we live in an atmospheric commons, you fault his logic. I guess.
Reply
james said:
November 30, 2018 at 4:01 am
I think he believes the report, but the competition between quasi-species (nations) takes precedence over all else. He should have said, “Hey folks, you want to save the environment, then start killing yourselves, because if you want to continue living (and be happy), you’re
going to be burning fossil fuels.”
When the President says he doesn’t believe what all of the scientists are telling him, then he truly represents the common man that can’t discern truth from reality or would rather deny reality.
Reply
dave said:
November 30, 2018 at 8:31 am
I think that burning all the ff’s that we can possibly burn, as fast as we can, takes precedence. when it becomes apparent that we , as a species, can make more entropy by blowing each other to bits, we’ll do that instead. I think.
in the mean time, the only question might be, who get’s to burn them? which can also lead to a bunch of squabbling and scrapping.
I guess.
Reply
james said:
November 30, 2018 at 8:51 am
Yes, when people get cold (or too hot) and hungry they tend to get cranky.
Reply

35.

james said:
November 30, 2018 at 3:41 am
I hope Martin is not becoming just another “happiness” guru. Things can be known, but they don’t lead to the happiness that the typical human brain has been inspired by evolution to pursue. If you want happiness you should pursue advancement in a hierarchy, reproductive success, more
resources, religion, or flatter your ego with a new tattoo, facial hair, an expensive car or house and get a thrill as you watch your new mental self-image being adored and worshiped by those lesser endowed. It is somehow satisfying, if not a stimulant to happiness, to watch all of the monkeys
scampering about, lying, cheating and stealing, trying to obtain their own “happiness” in the competitive arena of dissipative structures. What does the winner get? A few squirts of brain chemicals, preordained by evolution to be released upon achieving a life-enhancing result. What do the
losers which far outnumber the winners get? Disappointment and a diminished self-image, perhaps depression. So many robots all being played by their evolved brains. But what is a human to do but play the game since the brain automatically releases the “happy” chemicals when the body,
through the ego/self-image, does those things which have traditionally resulted in greater reproductive success.
Hungry conduits competing for energy to release into the circulations of water and air and getting little pulses of happiness by doing so. That’s what we should name children, “little pulses of happiness.” In the end, I’m not sure too many will become cognizant of what they are or what
they’re doing because they’re too busy, by evolutionary edict, pursuing happiness. Knowing and self-control are not behaviors that naturally release great quantities of joy juice in the brain. Perhaps Martin recommends abandoning the search for truth because attaining it does not result in
any happiness. I suppose if you want happiness, convince yourself that you’re the cock of the rock and go out there and make a killing in every way possible. That’s what evolution wants you to do. Too bad we had to break the rules and unleash technology, it’s potentially a game-ender.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdXGdlctcMY&t=146s
Reply
dave said:
November 30, 2018 at 9:04 am
eh, martin, like everybody else, you take some you leave some.
I’ve had some conversations with him on fb that have left me flat. he seems to buy into some sort of idealism, kinda like berkley, the idea that all is mind. he seems to lean on the accomplishments of Einstein and some philosophers. my basic response has been something like: yes,
that’s all nice. but it just doesn’t surprise me that the human brain has found some unique and interesting mathematical, and otherwise, correspondence with what we might call reality. that’s what it’s there for, at least one of the things it’s for, the brain that is. largely it’s there to smooth
the way through social interactions. which includes finding better ways to lie and cheat and such. not that I have anything against lying and cheating. as long as I don’t get caught.
I guess.
Reply
dave said:
November 30, 2018 at 9:15 am
also, he seems to have attracted a group of sycophants. that probably effects what he says, whether he wants it to or not.
people like me? I can say whatever I want. no one listens anyway. so it makes no difference.
Reply
dave said:
November 30, 2018 at 9:29 am
kinda funny, my sister in law got incoherently drunk on thanksgiving. which doesn’t take much for her. she started to verbally attack me. telling me how she hated to be around me, that I was the most negative person she ever met, etc…it was funny for maybe 5 minutes. then I
figured out that she was, surprise surprise, insane. so I got up and left.
I guess someone is listening. the corollary? only tell the monkeys what they want to hear, if you want to be a popular monkey.
the joys of family holidays.
Reply
James said:
November 30, 2018 at 9:35 am
For the most part they just don’t bother to think, takes too much time and energy when entertainment would be more satisfying, like trying to explain things to your dog that goes off to chase rabbits after you’ve muttered only a few words.
The human brain is made to cheat. You could give some of the kids at may college the answers to a test and they would be disappointed because they didn’t have the opportunity to cheat.
I’m sort of with Martin in that the average person shouldn’t even try to understand. Reality’s foul taste would soon be expelled from their brains.
Reply
Apneaman said:
November 30, 2018 at 6:27 pm
“What do the losers which far outnumber the winners get? Disappointment and a diminished self-image, perhaps depression.”
………………
CDC says life expectancy down as more Americans die younger due to suicide and drug overdose
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/cdc-us-life-expectancy-declining-due-largely-to-drug-overdose-and-suicides/
……………………………………………..
Suicide rate up 33% in less than 20 years
https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/news/investigations/surviving-suicide/2018/11/28/suicide-prevention-suicidal-thoughts-research-funding/971336002/
…………………..
My bet is that most of these tragic social monkeys were suffering great status anxiety. Constantly comparing oneself to the monkeys in higher branches is another one of those cruel evolutionary tricks jacked all to hell in a toxic cruel culture.
I say you could not set the bar any lower than worrying about what a troupe of vapid consumer status monkeys thinks about you.
I hate most of them, but can’t help my feeling eh? Schadenfreude from now til Doomsday.
“Feelings, nothing more than feelings” — squirt squirt
Reply
james said:
November 30, 2018 at 7:41 pm
I saw that. A great early indicator of collapse. Not since 1915-1918 has it dropped for three years in a row.
It’s unfortunate that this hyper-competition is largely built-in, even among siblings. All of that energy has to percolate up through the conduits and everyone wants to be the one with the most awards and rewards. I’ve been thinking about hot dog eating contests or perhaps
continuous days walking in circles. The Universe doesn’t care, anything will do, just release the energy and let your ego bask in the glow of success and adoration. In the end the energy makes its way into space and your body is recycled to be used by the next lucky contestants
in “winner take all.”
Reply

36.

dave said:
November 30, 2018 at 3:51 am
…can’t fault…
Reply
james said:
November 30, 2018 at 4:08 am
It’s hard to fault an agent that has no control over their behavior or inspirations. For a human, trading a rainforest for a big hacienda and a private jet seems like a good deal. There are reasons humans will go extinct.
Reply

37.

david higham said:
November 30, 2018 at 3:42 pm
*
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/nov/30/queensland-flying-fox-species-decimated-by-record-heatwave
Reply
james said:
November 30, 2018 at 5:52 pm
Let me just say, “I don’t believe it.” Something else is killing the bats.
As soon as the Arctic ice is gone and things heat-up people will be dropping dead on the sidewalks. Bats in the trees like canaries in the coal mines but few will really notice until the A/C goes out, the humidity is at 80% and its 120F outside.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
December 1, 2018 at 3:12 am
Many bats here 50 years ago. All gone now. Lots else gone too.
https://un-denial.com/2018/07/17/i-remember/
Reply
james said:
December 1, 2018 at 6:47 am
Jared Diamond on Easter Island
http://www.oneonta.edu/faculty/allenth/Class-Readings-Password/EnvironmentalCollapseOfEasterIsland.pdf
They were saying the same thing on Easter Island, “I remember when………..”
“The destruction of the island’s animals was as extreme as that of the forest: without exception, every species of native land bird became extinct. Even shellfish were overexploited, until people had to settle for small sea snails instead of larger cowries. Porpoise bones
disappeared abruptly from garbage heaps around 1500; no one could harpoon porpoises anymore, since the trees used for constructing the big seagoing canoes no longer existed. The colonies of more than half of the seabird species breeding on Easter or on its offshore
islets were wiped out.
In place of these meat supplies, the Easter Islanders intensified their production of chickens, which had only been an occasional food item. They also turned to the largest remaining meat source available: humans, whose bones became common in late Easter Island garbage
heaps. Oral traditions of the islanders are rife with cannibalism; the most inflammatory taunt that could be snarled at an enemy was “The flesh of your mother sticks between my teeth.”
Beside the voracious cancer, add the effects of dumping and unprecedented amount of CO2 into the atmosphere in record time along with millions of tons of toxins.
Reply

38.

Apneaman said:
November 30, 2018 at 9:54 pm
Visual metaphor of the humans passively walking off the evolutionary stage.
https://youtu.be/ParxL_mmi-Y?t=54
Reply
james said:
December 1, 2018 at 7:02 am
Yesterday I was watching an Orthodox Jew who was against Zionism and the Jewish nation state. He was basically saying that it’s best for Jews not to form a “tribe” because that makes you a target of other tribes. But even without a “homeland” or defensible territory even a separate
religious identity can elicit tribal behavior as happened in Germany.
When we were kids, we would create tribes and battle each other. In one exciting episode two groups of about eight boys each formed and began hurling walnuts and crab apples at each other, with a few eggs just for effect. Bombs were dropping everywhere and we used metal trash
can lids to protect ourselves. After the walnuts hit the houses a few times and after a week or so the war was over, put down by irate parents.
There’s not much “civilized” behavior shown to competing tribes, especially if some type of revenge must occur.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
December 1, 2018 at 11:15 am
The parable of the violent tribe.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PxStSCGNhlA
Reply

39.

Apneaman said:
December 1, 2018 at 1:42 am
While waiting to exit stage left, here’s a humorous way to waste some time.
Silly Canadian (no laugh track) sitcom, that, in typical Canadian fashion, makes fun of human nature – status seeking, pettiness, belonging, competition, lying-cheating, tribalism, etc.
Corner Gas s01e01 Ruby Reborn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TH0wQI0hUTE
Reply
james said:
December 1, 2018 at 7:04 am
I’ll have to wait until I’m in Canada – blocked on copyright grounds.
Reply
Apneaman said:
December 1, 2018 at 1:30 pm
Try this James and save yourself the trip to Canada until it’s time to flee.
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6ch378
Reply
james said:
December 1, 2018 at 8:04 pm
How could she eliminate the chili dogs? I’m with butthead on that one. It’s so dull up there the newspaper editor makes things up. Entertaining show.
I wonder how resilient Saskatchewan is. I came across this EPA study on county resilience in the United States. Kodiak Island off Alaska comes in first while Metcalfe County, Kentucky comes in last. https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi?Dockey=P100SSN6.txt There’s a
summary map on page 14.
Reply

40.

Apneaman said:
December 1, 2018 at 9:09 pm
Saskatchewan & the rest of the Canadian prairies will get hammered in terms of agriculture production.
The loss of irrigation will be the biggest factor and it’s a matter of when not if.
Wheaton: Heat, drought and climate change already affecting agriculture
Strong signals of a changing climate are already clear and having effects, especially those changes affecting agriculture.
“Much of southern Canada has been experiencing persistent hot and dry weather.
The Canadian Drought Monitor, Canada’s official source for drought information, shows dry to drought conditions across much of Canada as of July 31. Large areas are hot spots of drought in the Prairie provinces, including southeastern Alberta, southwestern and central Saskatchewan and
the inter-lake and eastern areas of Manitoba.
The Drought Monitor states that agricultural impacts have been moderate to severe in many regions.
Strong signals of a changing climate are already clear and having effects, especially those changes affecting agriculture. This knowledge is vital as agriculture is such a critical sector.
Examples of changes in central agricultural Saskatchewan since the 1960s include: the frost-free season has increased about 30 days, heat units have increased, snow-cover at the end of March has dwindled from many centimeters to near zero, and the risk of really cold days is fading (data
from Wittrock 2018).
Also, plant hardiness zones have experienced considerable northward shifts in the prairies (McKenney et al. 2014). Considerable evidence shows that such trends will continue. These changes have many repercussions for agriculture, some positive, especially with awareness and adaptation;
however, many are negative. Also, adaptation can be costly and disruptive.”
https://thestarphoenix.com/opinion/letters/wheaton-heat-drought-and-climate-change-already-affecting-agriculture
“the snow in the Rockies provides everything from drinking water to irrigation for tens of millions of people across North America.
“The water from this mountain range flow into the Arctic Ocean and the Pacific and the Atlantic, so what happens here matters for the whole continent.”
Pomeroy says a warming climate means the mountain snowpack is melting faster and earlier. As a result, the water is moving through river basins more quickly than in the past and leaving them parched by the end of summer.
Glaciers are also an important part of the equation, and receding ice sheets are affecting annual water cycles in the West.
In the past, melt from glaciers would have helped make up for shortages that arose during dry years on the prairies, getting the arid region through the dog days of summer.
But climate change means that this bank of extra water from glaciers has mostly been spent, and the balance is shrinking quickly.
Shawn Marshall, who studies glaciers at the University of Calgary’s geography department, says the giant glaciers of the past are quickly disappearing. “The estimates right now are that about 80 per cent of the ice will be gone by 2100.”
Marshall says that as the population grows and the climate continues to warm on Canada’s prairies, trouble is brewing. Water shortages are likely the next time a multi-year drought hits Western Canada.
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/africa-capetown-water-shortage-drought-canada-rockies-glacier-1.4564616
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFEIVkSHaJU
Reply
james said:
December 2, 2018 at 6:50 am
I think the human mind tends to think of other places as potentially idyllic as conditions worsen at home. Maybe this is to get the tribe moving on to better hunting grounds. I never thought about the water issue and that the farther North you go, the faster things are changing. I’ll issue
an alert for all United States citizens immigrating to Saskatchewan to fill their canteens before they leave or Justin Trudeau can hand them out at the border. Farming in the future is going to be like hitting a moving target.
Reply

41.

james said:
December 2, 2018 at 6:39 am
You can look at the octopus and tell immediately what sets it apart – the bonding organs, eight of them and extremely manipulative. Like in humans, they’re what make much of intelligence worthwhile. If there hadn’t been some other limitations, the octopus would have made one hell of an
RNA in a technological cell.
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/30/science/animal-intelligence-octopus-cephalopods.html
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2014/07/140728-social-octopuses-animals-oceans-science-mating/
Reply

42.

james said:
December 2, 2018 at 8:24 am
A brief summary on regional climate change in the United States:
https://grist.org/article/we-broke-down-what-climate-change-will-do-region-by-region/
Reply

43.

dave said:
December 2, 2018 at 9:03 am
I kinda like the way this guy ‘splains this shit, cuts out the hype.
read:https://surplusenergyeconomics.wordpress.com/2018/12/01/139-the-surplus-energy-economy/
Reply
james said:
December 2, 2018 at 10:32 am
Yes, Dr. Morgan has all of his ducks in a row. I like this comment from Tagio:
“Tim, I think that zero interest rates also signal something else: a tacit admission that it is no longer possible to make money by investing money in the real economy, I.e. that the real economy is already in decline An interest rate is an assumed baseline rate of return. A zero interest
rate is therefore a signal to the rentiers, and a sign of the fact, that the only way to make money from money is financial engineering, casino bets aka derivatives and outright predation.”
Reply

44.

james said:
December 2, 2018 at 1:55 pm
I just washed our car for the first time this year (before the new year rolls around) and to my astonishment there were only about six bug splats on the front grill for an entire year of driving. Maybe that’s why I didn’t wash it, no bug splats. I didn’t clean a single bug splat off the windshield
either this year, only used the windshield-wiper cleaner. What do the morons in Washington have to say about the lack of insects? If they knew anything, I’m sure they wouldn’t tell you. Sort of depends on who is putting money in their pockets. Maybe Monsanto? How many yellow-vest
hooligans are representing Monsanto to get Macron out of the way? I don’t know, but as Trump says regarding the Saudi Khashoggi killing, it’s a “vicious” world. Don’t worry, I’m sure someone is working on AI Bumble-Bee Bot pollinators to replace the insects. I can’t wait to smash one
on my windshield.
Reply
Flippr said:
December 3, 2018 at 3:22 pm
Hi James, I’m definitely noticing the bug issue here in MA. A few others see it too, FWIW: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/27/magazine/insect-apocalypse.html
Reply
james said:
December 3, 2018 at 3:47 pm
I’ll bet that if seventy-percent of plants disappeared people might notice. I guess that comes next.
Reply

45.

dave said:
December 2, 2018 at 4:46 pm
I am lost to the world
with which I used to waste so much time,
It has heard nothing from me for so long
that it may very well believe that I am dead!
It is of no consequence to me
Whether it thinks me dead;
I cannot deny it,
for I really am dead to the world.
I am dead to the world’s tumult,
And I rest in a quiet realm!
I live alone in my heaven,
In my love and in my song!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzJyIWxjX9o&feature=youtu.be
Reply
james said:
December 2, 2018 at 5:41 pm
Mahler seems to have appreciated some of the finer things like music and isolation.
I’m glad my limbic system isn’t sending me into battle with every Tom, Dick, and Harry any longer to achieve hollow victories. I imagine there aren’t more than eight people that know or care that I’m alive, not including the dog. Getting to the “quiet realm” and knowing what
animates the world helps put things into perspective.
Reply

46.

dave said:
December 3, 2018 at 8:01 am
same as it ever was…
http://energyskeptic.com/2016/the-1-have-always-been-with-us-even-hunter-gatherers-had-inequality/?fbclid=IwAR1pdRVNnL8FYmlTxGED9ndS0SyKlXqNOoTstF0Eu1feKWS-mRvJK2p3t3E
Reply
james said:
December 3, 2018 at 9:10 am
No one really wants to be equal, they want to be dominant. However, there is a part of the brain that in social interaction will say it’s in favor of equality. It’s the same part of the brain that doctors use when they say they just want to help people. They can’t very well say they want to
become filthy rich, drive a Mercedes and have a house at the beach, can they? That’s wouldn’t go over too well with their less equal acquaintances.
Reply

47.

james said:
December 3, 2018 at 1:26 pm
People really aren’t too much to blame for what’s going on. They’re born, are sent to the nucleolus to learn how to function as an information/tool intermediary and then are stuck in a cell of some sort for the remainder of their lives. They’re born into the extant metabolism, function in that
metabolism and then die. Even the bankers are just greedy, unconscious scammers relying upon cancerous exponential growth. Just like an organic cancer, it has no awareness, the energy is there and they’ve evolved and/or broken in such a way so as to use it and grow. The end is in sight.
Reply
dave said:
December 3, 2018 at 4:44 pm
the way I summarize life:
birth, gibber and twitch, suffer and die.
something like that.
Reply
james said:
December 3, 2018 at 9:19 pm
I think we’re into the twitching phase soon to be followed by the suffering.
Reply
Cynic said:
December 4, 2018 at 2:26 pm
Birth; dance the jota and fandango; suffer and die.
Much more fun.
Reply
Apneaman said:
December 3, 2018 at 7:43 pm
It’s a strange thing.
After decades of study, I too am completely convinced that the bankers and all the monkey people cannot really help themselves, yet part of me still wants to see the bankers swing from the lamp posts.
It’s a strange thing.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
December 3, 2018 at 8:20 pm
ditto
+ 10 characters for this stupid fucking comment software
Reply
Lidia17 said:
December 4, 2018 at 5:14 pm
On the punishment front, but also à propos human behavior:
I came across an interesting history podcast, and one of the old episodes was about “Painfotainment”.
https://www.dancarlin.com/product/hardcore-history-61-blitz-painfotainment/
He can only talk about the events with historical records, but he discusses various forms of public violence, mainly the Roman “games” and 17th-18thc. public executions. Interesting the suggestion of collective catharsis. Where religion came into the picture there were some
worthwhile observations I had not considered. Religiosity seemed to be, in part, responsible for The State taking executions out of the public eye.
Reply
james said:
December 5, 2018 at 4:25 am
If the herd decides you’re a “bad guy”, then watch out, revenge is on tap.
“Dan Ariely discusses revenge experiments in which the participants’ brains were scanned by positron emission tomography (PET) while they were making decisions about revenge. The results showed increased activity in the reward center of the brain (striatum). The
greater the activation, the more the participants punished the offenders. Ariely suggests that this punishing betrayal or perceived betrayal has a biological basis and feels pleasurable. At least the decision to get revenge does.”
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/pieces-mind/201309/revenge-will-you-feel-better
She’s a witch! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zrzMhU_4m-g
Reply
Cynic said:
December 5, 2018 at 12:38 pm
In the Papal States, until the late 18thc at least, certain criminals were beaten to death in the piazza with clubs.
Fun For All The Familglia: buy an ice cream and watch!
Reply
Lidia17 said:
December 6, 2018 at 4:57 pm
When suffering was connected with religious salvation (Imitation of Christ), the tortured had a better chance of making it to Heaven. In modern times, the march of the accused to the gallows accompanied by a preacher still hinted of martyrdom. By making
executions “painless” and behind-the-scenes, The State removed a degree of challenge to its power.
Reply

48.

james said:
December 3, 2018 at 9:19 pm
Yes indeed, strange to color your hard-won erudition with such vengeful sentiment. I have not yet made-up my own mind but favor enslavement with hard labor, treatment not unlike modern debt peonage.
Reply

49.

Apneaman said:
December 4, 2018 at 12:12 pm
Hard won indeed.
Although I am curious by nature, my tireless search for why why? do the humans behave the way they do was rooted with me and my addictions that got to the point where they were about to kill me and almost did on a few occasions.
It’s all about me. Trying to get a handle on my overpowering limbic system or rather learn to live with it instead of trying to drown it in alcohol, cocaine, pills.
None of that spiritual AA & NA woo woo stuff did a damn thing for me except make me feel even more angry & apart.
The science just explains, which is necessary, but nothing works like learning not to not give a shit about all the things (lies) your culture rams down your throat from day one and laughing at the absurdity of it all.
I guess I did get something useful from AA, although it did not hit me until many years later and I had to modify it somewhat.
GodNeocortex grant me the serenity
to accept the things I cannot change;
courage to change the things I can;
and wisdom to know the difference.
…………………
Experts Recommend Just Putting Up With Everyone Else
“NEW YORK—Shrugging their shoulders and tilting their heads to the side, a group of defeated-looking experts from top American universities released a joint report Monday recommending you just put up with everyone else because there’s nothing you can really do about them.
“According to our research, the people around you are never going to change, so you might as well adapt and just save yourself the emotional energy,” said the experts in a series of frank and honest remarks, adding that statistically speaking, it was about time to grit your teeth and bear it for
the foreseeable future. “While it might seem counterintuitive, if you’re waiting on them to get better, now would be as good a time as any to disabuse yourself of that notion. Rather than waste your time, just accept them for what they are and move on with the rest of your life.” At press
time, experts confirmed that, yes, your current situation certainly sucks, but what the hell else are you going to do?”
https://www.theonion.com/experts-recommend-just-putting-up-with-everyone-else-1830824586
Reply
Cynic said:
December 5, 2018 at 12:33 pm
As Marcus Aurelius said, more or less: ‘Each day when I rise I think that today I shall meet fools,flatterers, liars, imbeciles and knaves – and I just gotta suck it up.’
I often wonder why I didn’t take to drugs: I suspect it was because I was too absorbed by my inner world, and also to observing the outer non-human world, to notice other people much.
Reply
james said:
December 5, 2018 at 8:23 pm
It’s exhausting to interact with people and the pandering which must be done to keep peace. I don’t think I’ll do that any longer. Let the message pass into the brain through the defenseless ear where it can make its way to the subconscious to be evaluated and reevaluated again
and again until there is nothing but a shambles remaining of the long-held false beliefs.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
December 5, 2018 at 10:04 pm
My “Yogi Tea” tag saying today was: “Socialize with compassion, kindness and grace.”
Reply
james said:
December 6, 2018 at 4:45 am
Ha, ha. I don’t socialize for that reason, because it’s not polite to disturb calm waters. The entire American brain space isn’t a quiet reflecting pool, it’s a swamp full of imbeciles and the gators that feed on them.
Reply

50.

james said:
December 4, 2018 at 7:19 pm
I think it’s fascinating to be awake inside the guts of the Universe, evolved from strange and unusual dissipative forms evolved over billions of years and being able to look around at things for a while, even though it’s through some distorting human cognitive filters. Addictions are a
nuisance that must be serviced again and again ad nauseum. Society’s winners think they’ve won because they’ve had more children or are burning more fossil fuels, bigger house, more vacations and so on but in reality they’re just being used to release energy and further the expansion of
the Universe. Might as well sit back and watch the mindless stooges beat each other over the head to become the supreme dissipative. They’ll drop dead from exhaustion thereby giving their equally clueless progeny a time in the sun (and maybe fossil fuels.)
The gravity of the Sun squeezes light out of hydrogen atoms whose energy is captured by the earth’s plants and then we and the other organisms do our part to squeeze the sunlight from the molecular bonds of plant and animal tissues. Humans evolve to employ new tools in this “squeezing”
of energy out of matter and begin to work upon stocks of biomass and fossil fuels. It’s as if the trophic levels of the ecosystem weren’t going fast enough. Too much energy trapped in biochemical order. And a human technological cancer was born to release the trapped energy, pronto, like a
forest fire, but giving humans a feeling of success and power on their way to the rubbish heap of history.
Too bad the Dow was down about eight-hundred points today. Maybe the conduits are coming the realization that all of those claim tickets (stocks and bonds) will only be redeemable in dead infrastructure and radioactive ash sometime in the relatively near future.
Reply

51.

Cynic said:
December 5, 2018 at 12:26 pm
Yes, it’s great to look around: when I do so, I realise that i am but a tool which enables my dog to consume gradients – with no effort at all, except getting off the sofa.
I believe that I evolved to fulfill this important purpose.
There’s a German Expressionist painting ‘The Dog Looks at the World’ can’t remember by whom.
I’d like to get in that doggy head; although it should really be titled ‘The Dog Smells the World’.
Reply
james said:
December 6, 2018 at 4:51 am
The co-evolution of human and dog. With a little more time the dogs will be talking and the humans will be their slaves bringing forth meaty morsels and walks in the park upon demand. I’m going to name my next dog “Banker”.
Reply

52.

james said:
December 6, 2018 at 5:54 am
The technological metabolism grinds on, but the RNA that facilitate its work can no longer afford to function in the now obsolete infrastructure, cells and circulatory systems. The entire system evolved under the influence of increasing net energy from fossil fuels, which defined the
relationship in time and distance between cells and also defined the design criteria and energy usage for those cells. Now the legacy system is being starved and the RNA cannot make ends meet while the dopamine enhancing disposable income is disappearing. In short, this means the
system is starving, like a long-evolved species whose main gradient or prey suddenly goes extinct. There will be much suffering when the average two-person RNA home does not make enough money to keep the electric and water flowing into the cell, the waste flowing out and neither can
they afford the fuel, car payment and insurance needed to transport them to their work cells.
Eventually the electric and water companies will go bankrupt as the cells that they serve precede them in insolvency. There won’t be enough net energy to maintain and run the system. The service area will erode with areas of net operating loss being neatly pruned from the network.
Likewise, people will start living in small areas of their homes, perhaps using wood in the winter to save money on heat, until the wood becomes just as expensive as fossil fuels or becomes unavailable. I imagine most everything will burn, including books, furniture and the wood
cytoskeletons of defunct cells before the cold climates are abandoned for warmer areas or perhaps a few bad winters will be enough to kill a significant portion of the population before the wood is completely exhausted. In the meantime, the obfuscating government will advertise a beautiful
future with Mars colonies, too cheap to meter energy and meaningless technological gadgets as soon as the singularity or rapture or whatever is reached. They won’t notice that the ecosystem around them is dissolving in a warming, toxic, acidic brew of technological waste. The owners of
the neoplastic, corporate cell lines are highly focused on growth and the managers on bonuses and the former RNA workers on pensions. You can only make money by having a grand new plan of action that uses more energy and resources and creates even more waste.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
December 6, 2018 at 5:05 pm
Ha! Brilliant. This is getting sent on to my state’s ex-public-service-commissioner and a couple of state reps I know.
Reply

53.

Apneaman said:
December 6, 2018 at 1:00 pm
Who’s da boss?
Our Attempts to Eradicate Insects are Just Making them Resistant to Pesticides
How a pitched chemical battle in our home unwittingly creates a playground for pests.
https://discovermagazine.com/2018/dec/the-spider-and-the-fly
‘Coyote colonization’: Why this canine is spreading fast across North America
“Despite widespread management as a pest species, coyotes have continued to spread their geographic range by around 40 per cent since the 1950s, the study said.
This is at least twice as much as any other North American carnivore during the same time period. And the expansion seems to be the fastest in Canada and the northeastern U.S.”
WATCH: Coywolf — A new hybrid animal spotted in Toronto neighbourhood
WATCH: Coyote climbs a tree for some apples
https://globalnews.ca/news/4225808/coyote-spreading-across-north-america/
Reply

54.

Apneaman said:
December 6, 2018 at 1:22 pm
The answer to the fermi paradox, why we are the chosen ones, and the meaning of life
‘Perhaps consciousness (and intelligence) evolved to more efficiently maximize entropy.’
‘I used to think that humans are inherently evil. I used to think that we’re parasites, infecting the earth. Now I realize that it’s just the second law of thermodynamics, and dissipation driven adaptive organization that has made us this way.’
https://medium.com/@memoakten/the-answer-to-the-fermi-paradox-why-we-are-the-chosen-ones-and-the-meaning-of-life-b6c40391d129
Reply
james said:
December 6, 2018 at 9:08 pm
Humans are pretty evil and cancerous, but they’re especially destructive. They have to find a gradient and burn it or otherwise reduce it. It feels good to do so by necessity. That’s why the Sun looks like this:
happy sun
The burning of hydrogen gradients in stars occurs without any pleasure, but humans are given pleasure to push them in the right direction, to release energy tied-up in gradient bonds (catabolism) to be converted into various movements and some anabolism (new bond and tissue
formation) with a loss of heat. If plants and algae hadn’t intercepted and stored sunlight in bonds, we wouldn’t have to exist right now. We exist to free what the plants have temporarily sequestered. Every individual of every species is a gradient for some other species. The analog
mind coupled with memory and reward circuits are powerful factors in rapid gradient discovery and reduction. Call it intelligence, but it seems only to be a departure from DNA forming our bodies into natural tools for gradient cracking in the ecosystem to our DNA rearranging us
somewhat to be RNA in tech cells which can produce and use unprecedentedly powerful tools for cracking new and dangerous (to the ecosystem) gradients. I don’t know where the intelligence comes in when the whole thing has self-organized and we pursue everlasting gradient
reduction which is undermining all complex life (including technology) on earth.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
December 7, 2018 at 2:03 am
Some day you should write about why there are a few people like yourself that do not have brains that work like the majority.
Reply
james said:
December 7, 2018 at 10:53 am
Aliens.

🙂

Reply
55.

Apneaman said:
December 6, 2018 at 3:15 pm
This is truly hilarious and is as telling of an indicator of cultural collapse as Black Friday rumbles. Perhaps more so.
Academic Grievance Studies and the Corruption of Scholarship
“While our papers are all outlandish or intentionally broken in significant ways, it is important to recognize that they blend in almost perfectly with others in the disciplines under our consideration. To demonstrate this, we needed to get papers accepted, especially by significant and
influential journals. Merely blending in couldn’t generate the depth necessary for our study, however. We also needed to write papers that took risks to test certain hypotheses such that the fact of their acceptance itself makes a statement about the problem we’re studying (see the Papers
section, below). Consequently, although this study does not qualify as being particularly controlled, we did control one important variable: the big-picture methodology we used to write every paper.
Our paper-writing methodology always followed a specific pattern: it started with an idea that spoke to our epistemological or ethical concerns with the field and then sought to bend the existing scholarship to support it. The goal was always to use what the existing literature offered to get
some little bit of lunacy or depravity to be acceptable at the highest levels of intellectual respectability within the field. Therefore, each paper began with something absurd or deeply unethical (or both) that we wanted to forward or conclude. We then made the existing peer-reviewed
literature do our bidding in the attempt to get published in the academic canon.”
https://areomagazine.com/2018/10/02/academic-grievance-studies-and-the-corruption-of-scholarship/
Reply
Slow Paul said:
December 7, 2018 at 8:01 am
It is basically an industrial complex: Education, Research, Science. It’s all about researching the right stuff, find the right answers, tell the right story.
If you want to keep your job.
Reply

56.

james said:
December 7, 2018 at 10:53 am
Only about one-billionth of the sun’s electromagnetic radiation hits the earth. Some is reflected and some is absorbed in the atmosphere, land and sea. About five percent of what reaches the surface is used by plants. Photons hitting matter must be something like raindrops hitting a pool of
water with little waves spreading throughout. Eventually, with enough energy added, the matter looks like a pool where kids have been making waves with floats. If the energy content is great enough the water can slosh over the sides and escape as when water boils and turns to steam. This
type of heat energy could easily conduct its way off the planet by passing through increasingly cool layers of atmosphere. However, dissipative structures like wind and water currents and hurricanes can remove the heat more quickly by creating large volume movement from hot to cold,
surface to troposphere or equator to poles.
The second type of stored sunshine which can be released is the energy captured in plant and animal tissues. Your typical heat-moving dissipative structure can’t do this. It can’t break the molecular bonds. To get at this “stored sunshine” requires special tools like mandibles, teeth and a
muscular stomach with hydrochloric acid or in the case of fossil fuels, a drill, platform, refinery and so on. There are other approaches too, like using accessory bacteria as termites do to digest cellulose. This second type of dissipative structure is complex and must use information to
produce the tools to access the energy. Even the molecules used to harvest the sun or geothermal sources are complex. But in any case the entirety of life is just a cascade of geothermal and solar energy leaving the planet from where it was temporarily trapped. The fossil fuels were trapped
for a very long time. Just like dissipative currents in air and water, ecological and technological life simply serve to speed the transfer of this energy into the ultimate cold sink – space. All of the “action” or kinetic movement in the ecosystem and technological system that we keep ourselves
busy with, are simply ways to release the energy like a current that flows from the equator to the poles. The behaviors that evolved in the ecosystem to release energy and reproduce maximally have carried over into the technological system which consumes all that can be consumed while
maintaining a profit for further structural growth.
Reply

57.

Apneaman said:
December 7, 2018 at 2:05 pm
I dropped out in grade 9, but became interested in learning science later on. I remember this drunken oldtimer at work during a 5 month camp job when I was a 1st year apprentice talking about that ‘movement from hot to cold’ and saying ‘the heat chases the cold………..always’.
At the time I was clueless to 3/4 of the stuff he talked about and thought he was 1/2 crazy, but many years later I realized how knowledgeable he was and how much I was not.
Evolution Subject to an Energy Driven Fundamental Time Arrow
“The entropy law, which self-organized systems follow, is deducible and time reading for feedback processes is functioning at very short time scale during energy turnover, even during build-up of order (decrease of entropy). As a consequence, living systems can self-organize on molecular
level and evolution has an aim. This aim is maximizing entropy and thus energy turnover, within given constraints. Genetic mechanisms, here seen as self-organized chemical information handling, had to deal with such a parallel entropy (energy) aim of self-organized living structures and
should be considered superposed, adapted to it and controlling it. Since increasing energy turnover is paralleled by an increasing ability of self-organized systems for generating order, this explains evolution towards higher perfection and the trend towards symbiotic energy harvesting.
Information as well, which has an energy content, can self-organize within the neuronal structure of the brain and create a higher hierarchy of information handling. It is recognized as consciousness and spirit, which thus can be explained on purely materialistic basis.”
https://www.scirp.org/journal/PaperInformation.aspx?paperID=86916&amp;
Reply
james said:
December 7, 2018 at 7:08 pm
There’s a lot to consider in that article. I’m not of the opinion that evolution is moving towards a greater state of perfection. It’s perfection is found in the structures effectiveness in releasing the energy.
“However, evolution of spirit is a straightforward parallel consequence and this may be considered the ultimate aim of evolution.”
Evolution has no aim, never did, never will. What it can become depends upon the nature of the gradients it can feed upon.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
December 7, 2018 at 7:51 pm
I started reading that and found similar issues with language. Even the notion of an Arrow implies an Archer and a Target.
Reply
Apneaman said:
December 8, 2018 at 3:41 pm
Entropy (arrow of time)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Entropy_(arrow_of_time)
The scientists have come up with an entire quiver full of arrows
3 Arrows
3.1 The thermodynamic arrow of time
3.2 The cosmological arrow of time
3.3 The radiative arrow of time
3.4 The causal arrow of time
3.5 The particle physics (weak) arrow of time
3.6 The quantum arrow of time
3.7 The quantum source of time
3.8 The psychological/perceptual arrow of time
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arrow_of_time
Reply
dave said:
December 8, 2018 at 7:53 am
I didn’t look at the article, but that introductory paragraph seems to contain a lot of confused thoughts. for example, building order does involve an decrease in entropy (waste heat).
Reply
james said:
December 8, 2018 at 9:22 am
All of the complexity facilitates the Second Law of Thermodynamics and entropy. Without our complexity, all of that trapped fossil sunshine would still be underground. When it’s over there won’t be much potential in all the leftover steel, concrete, glass and the like to keep
things moving in the metabolism. It has little potential to burn. The conduits will be dead and inert, but still be relatively complex, like an old fossil. Maybe there will still be a few plants around trapping sunshine later on. The ones we don’t sacrifice to the great Gods of Entropy.
moai
This is what an end state should look like. Everything is eaten and burned with some reslilient, unburnable cultural artifacts laying about. A few primitive techno cells may still exist and some primitive human RNA, but the society and much of its complexity is gone. There had
to be a pretty high net energy per capita when those moai were carved and transported.
Reply
jackert said:
December 8, 2018 at 11:08 am
Environmental leftovers, all in the name of raising a fiction to the heights. The megalopolis and the server farm are our Moai.
Reply
Cynic said:
December 8, 2018 at 1:02 pm
And the idiots want those lumps of clumsily-carved rock back, as ‘cultural heritage’.
Reply
james said:
December 8, 2018 at 7:49 pm
Maybe we could just trade them a few oil rigs.
Reply

58.

Ed said:
December 8, 2018 at 11:51 am
Some “experts” have figured out what James and company on this blog have been saying:
The bottom line is that fossil fuels have been built into the core of modern technology, required by essentially all prime movers with the partial exception of electricity. (One-third of supply comes from non-fossil sources including nuclear and hydro but it also uses coal, the dirtiest and most
harmful of fossil fuels). Over 90% of primary energy supply comes from CO2–producing fossil and biofuels.[2]
https://www.ineteconomics.org/perspectives/blog/the-inconvenient-truth-about-climate-change-and-the-economy
Reply
Ed said:
December 8, 2018 at 12:09 pm
Their mitigation examples look like wishful thinking to me
Reply
james said:
December 8, 2018 at 7:52 pm
I agree. It seems that dopamine and opioids are going to win/lose this battle but humans will show an appropriate response when the severest symptoms make themselves known. They’ll turn-up the A/C.
Reply

59.

Cynic said:
December 8, 2018 at 12:55 pm
Out of curiosity, has anyone among this merry (and clear-thinking) band had any experiences which might be classed as ESP, telepathy, encounters with disembodied (or embodied! spirits, good or evil, hauntings which defy reason, premonitory dreams of importance, experiences of other
planes, etc?
Reply
Cynic said:
December 8, 2018 at 12:59 pm
Specifically, and entirely, non-religious experiences, outside any such framework. Un-sought-for, unexpected, and still puzzling?
Reply
james said:
December 8, 2018 at 8:02 pm
Nothing. I tried moving inanimate objects with the force of my mind but nothing happened. I figure it’s just as well that nothing happened.
Reply
Cynic said:
December 9, 2018 at 7:33 am
Interesting that you tried, James.
All my occult/ESP experiences have been unwelcome!
The search for a rational explanation is stimulating.
Reply

60.

Apneaman said:
December 8, 2018 at 4:04 pm
Cosmic Evolution: From Big Bang to Humankind
“The arrow of time, from origin of the Universe to the present and beyond, spans several major epochs throughout all of history. Cosmic evolution is the study of the many varied changes in the assembly and composition of energy, matter, and life in the thinning and cooling universe. For
many years, Eric Chaisson has been teaching at Harvard University a highly popular course about where we humans have come from and how this helps us better understand our current challenges. One of his books is “The Epic of Evolution.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Troj1savkLI
https://www.cfa.harvard.edu/~ejchaisson/cosmic_evolution/docs/splash.html
The Natural Science Underlying Big History
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/tswj/2014/384912/
Reply
david higham said:
December 8, 2018 at 9:22 pm
‘the heat chases the cold…always’
not quite always. going the other way is not a problem,but requires energy. think of a refrigerator.
Reply
david higham said:
December 8, 2018 at 9:23 pm
I placed that as a reply to your earlier post.
Reply
david higham said:
December 8, 2018 at 9:26 pm
thanks. good reviews on that ‘epic’ book. I have ordered a used copy from abebooks.
Reply

61.

david higham said:
December 9, 2018 at 4:06 am
We live 60kms inland from Innisfail,Qld,at 900 metres altitude. The heatwave we and most of Queensland had in mid November was remarkable.Cairns,a bit north of Innisfail,recorded 43 C,which was 5 C higher than the
previous record. How often do records get broken by five
degrees? We had 39C here one day. We had a wet March
(554 mm),than the last seven months only about 40mm,
so things were very dry. The first storms at the end of the
dry season here normally arrive in November. We have
had about 150 mm since 23 November,which is a relief.
We live in tall wet sclerophyll forest (mainly Eucalyptus,
Allocasuarina and Lophostemon trees).
The worst fire areas in Australia are in the Southern
States,which don’t have a wet season in summer,and
much lower humidity. Also southern Eucalyptus species
have a higher percentage of volatile oil in the leaves.
The combination that,lower humidity,and long dry summers mean that the worst fires are in Victoria and
NSW,and ‘Crown ‘fires’occur,where the fire burns fiercely
through the tops of trees. If you have a crown fire with
a decent wind it can be terrifying. I haven’t seen a crown
fire in this area,but with the changes happening,who can
say how long that will remain so?
Reply
james said:
December 9, 2018 at 4:36 am
Seems like the changes are going to be drastic. We had a record amount of rainfall last year, since records started in 1872. Judging by this video, it seems that anything beneath or near the crown is going to be immolated.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvPa_yEEd4E
Reply

62.

dave said:
December 9, 2018 at 11:13 am
I guess that a lot more people are offing themselves these days. I don’t commit suicide for a number of reasons:
1. my body rebels. it won’t allow extreme violence to itself.
2. closely related to 1, no balls. if my rational mind could over ride my body, I would kill myself. it’s probably the most rational thing anyone can do.
3. some type of morbid curiosity. although I know by now that there’s nothing good or worthwhile out there, I still want to see what might happen next.
4. I still like sex.
that’s about it.
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-6440227/Suicide-soared-33-1999-driven-rural-America-twice-die.html
Reply
james said:
December 9, 2018 at 2:05 pm
“Driven by growing isolation and shrinking access to support…………” Yea. Right. I think it’s because they don’t have any f’ing money to get the dopamine flowing. You’re getting old and have been drained of everything you’ve got. The economy provides $9.00 an hour jobs and
that’s slavery with no chance of parole. If you get sick, the medical predators are ready to compound your misery. You don’t have a pension because of a broken-up career and Social Security doesn’t come close to covering expenses. You’re tired and your health isn’t that great. What
do you do? Drink heavily, take some fentanyl and if that doesn’t do it, kill yourself in some other way.
See what a fossil fuel tax did in France. They’re not killing themselves, they’re after someone else, perhaps the one-percent jerks that have corralled all the wealth by moving jobs to China and avoiding taxes.
In any case, I’m going to stick around for the Methane Bomb and the guaranteed income checks that will keep the beast alive just long enough to burn the last of everything.
Damn, I can’t see the East Siberian Arctic Shelf for all the methane in the way.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pui7mTslx3E
Reply
dave said:
December 9, 2018 at 3:54 pm
one thing that my father said to me a long time ago, that has stuck with me: “poor people are worthless, they don’t have any money.” something like that. some people take it to heart, take it personal.
something like that.
Reply
Apneaman said:
December 9, 2018 at 3:44 pm
“The force is strong with this one.”
Reply
dave said:
December 9, 2018 at 3:57 pm
yeah, some fight to the end. others just fade away. neither is better, or worse. i’d say.
Reply

63.

dave said:
December 9, 2018 at 4:21 pm
Never to have been born is best But if we must see the light, the next best Is quickly returning whence we came. When youth departs, with all its follies, Who does not stagger under evils? Who escapes them?
Sophocles
Reply
david higham said:
December 9, 2018 at 5:38 pm
*
https://www.amazon.com/Better-Never-Have-Been-Existence/dp/0199549265/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1544394935&sr=1-1&keywords=better+never+to+have+been
Reply
dave said:
December 10, 2018 at 7:19 am
yeah, i’m reading that book now, pretty good. he has kind of a dry, academic style, but still pretty good.
I stole the Sophocles quote from in there.
Reply

64.

Apneaman said:
December 10, 2018 at 5:11 pm
In lieu of suicide, one could always turn to religion. Dedicate their lives to a spirtual path. Enter a monastery or or join a convent.
Catholic nuns embezzled $500k to go gamble in Vegas
“The paper reports that the $500,000 figure “represents only what auditors have been able to trace in six years’ of bank records” – and that many more cash transactions may be unaccounted for.”
https://www.irishcentral.com/news/catholic-nuns-gamble-vegas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rblt2EtFfC4
Reply
Cynic said:
December 11, 2018 at 5:13 am
No girl so wild as the convent-educated!
Reply
james said:
December 11, 2018 at 6:36 am
It’s hard to escape thermodynamics and the earthly delights.
fruitcake
We used to get a Gethsemani fruitcake every year as a gift for Christmas. Lots of bourbon, good with coffee. The last time I ordered one it cost $35.00 and now it costs $75.00. Of course, you are supporting the monks. Maybe the nuns had good intentions and were trying to support the
convent. They didn’t realize they had entered the devil’s realm.
Reply
Apneaman said:
December 11, 2018 at 10:58 am
Gethsemani fruitcake – great for LGBT garden parties.
Reply
james said:
December 11, 2018 at 11:38 am
Ha,ha. I didn’t think of that.
Reply

65.

dave said:
December 11, 2018 at 7:51 am
good cheesecake here.
https://newskete.org/
Reply
james said:
December 11, 2018 at 11:42 am
I think I’ll have to make my own – things are getting too expensive to truly enjoy them.
Reply

66.

Apneaman said:
December 11, 2018 at 11:31 am
You don’t see many well to do people offing themselves. No ‘deaths of despair for them………….yet. Everyone has their own strategy, I guess.
https://youtu.be/sJO0n6kvPRU?t=237
Reply
james said:
December 11, 2018 at 11:46 am
My strategy is to move to Easter Island. No one will ever think of going to a place where a die-off has already occurred. Wait a minute…………
http://www.thejakartapost.com/travel/2018/07/30/chile-to-restrict-tourists-and-non-locals-on-easter-island.html
Reply
Cynic said:
December 11, 2018 at 2:56 pm
The rich do it indirectly, surely: drink and drugs. And their heirs will them, just will them, to die…..
Reply

67.

Apneaman said:
December 11, 2018 at 11:43 am
The great thing about endtimes capitalism is that it provides a plethora of dopamine distractions so one can check out of their dystopian reality without having to opt for substance abuse and physical death. Good der da conomy too.
‘This game is like heroin:’ Fortnite addiction sending kids to gaming rehab
“‘Parents who are losing the battle against their children’s Fortnite addiction are turning to professionals.
Desperate to see some semblance of the child they had before the post-apocalyptic shooter game, parents are forcing kids into rehab, reports Bloomberg.
Played by more than 200 million users, the Epic Games Inc. creation is free to play yet has made at least $1.2 billion on the sale of the V-Bucks, the in-game currency.
MORE: ‘Fortnite’ survey shows kids are playing in class. So what can parents do?
It’s also costing kids sleep, decent grades and a normal life, the story said. British behavioral specialist Lorrine Marer, who works with kids battling gaming addiction, told Bloomberg:
Michigan mom Debbie Vitany said in the article that her son Carson, 17, has been logging into play Fortnite up to 12 hours a day.
His grades have nose-dived. And teachers have complained he’s fallen asleep in class.
https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/allthemoms/2018/12/09/fortnite-addiction-sending-kids-gaming-rehab/2221149002/
Reply
james said:
December 11, 2018 at 12:58 pm
I can’t figure-out what a normal life is any more. Nothing is normal. I can see where video games are an attractive alternative to reality, but you have to wonder what addiction they might start without video games. I guess that trying to be a top-notch human RNA in the race to grow
“wealth” is normal, but then again it’s not normal and won’t end well.
Reply
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