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John Gatto has been a life-long educator in New York City and has garnered considerable acclaim for his skeptical views regarding formal public education. Gatto has observed the natural emergence of industrial strength education beginning with the utilization of coal in Western nations at the
advent of industrialization. Destroying the coal gradient in the nineteenth century had to be accomplished with greatly expanded tool and distribution systems along with a workforce capable of building and working with new tools in a factory setting. To accomplish the new technological growth
it was necessary to standardize the human RNA that would be synchronized with their tools in the production process. Formal schools at scale, previously unknown in the relatively rural and undeveloped areas came into being as a feeder system for the technological system. A “graduate” would
possess the ability to manipulate information, at least at a basic level, allowing functioning within the technological sphere. Like most “good ideas” this was a feature of the self-organizing system that pursues the Maximum Power Principle or Maximum Entropy Principle. It was simply a matter
of good “economics” and good economics is simply a matter of growing to do things faster and in greater amounts at a greater profit.

I’ve written on this topic before in the “Nucleolus” post, the place where rRNA go to be built and finished before release into the cytoplasm for attachment to an appropriate organelle to construct new protein tools from various information. Schools represent a finishing area for RNA, not
primarily for student edification, but to prepare individuals to function within the economy.

This clip could also be titled “Convert Human Beings into Human RNA.”
As things developed there may have been other motives too, besides just provisioning the industrial process with technological RNA. The public school system provided the fodder for the factories while the private schools up East provided what would become the inheritors of capital with a
liberal arts education, not so they could be functional in a factory, rather for managing the overall system to their own advantage. After all, those “workers” can’t be trusted to deploy capital effectively and there simply isn’t enough capital to go around, so they must be kept in their place.
“Workers” were sold the American Dream, consumerism and numerous entertainments including sports to keep them distracted from the real accumulation of capital that was occurring in the upper echelons. It seems that significant capital accumulation by the middle and lower classes never was
in the cards.
As time has gone on there have been new ways to recapture wealth once found in the middle-class such as wage arbitrage and putting citizens in such deep debt they could never accumulate much wealth. When the average Joe tries to emulate Warren Buffet they are likely to do so with substantial
debt, buying markers of wealth that soon depreciate leaving them with little net worth. It is very lucrative for government to encourage people to become wealthy, but the only ones becoming wealthy are those that have already accumulated significant capital. There is also substantial propaganda
thrown around about starting one’s own business and that its “your fault” if you haven’t taken this path to success. The truth, as it seems to me, is that most people are educated and prepared only to become employees, to accept wages for their labor that are largely inadequate while the rich gloat
over their good fortunes to have inherited substantial sums which they use to further rake wealth from the middle-class. Jobs are moved to China and India and Pay-day loan businesses sprout like mushrooms.

Perhaps these older students are being modified for a new work assignment. Generally, students must specialize in one area of knowledge and will receive a certificate from the nucleolus to prove they have undergone formal training.
Gatto was correct, the public school education with its ringing bells and whistles, authority and structure, daily attendance, watched closely, is simply factory fodder preparation. And those people that somehow escape the the fate of others by luck or effort, can often then be found striving for
acceptance with the wealthy in-crowd, buying horses and farms, a jet, Ivy League educations for the kids and so on. Unfortunately, at this point in our societies, the economic court viziers have failed to read the tea leaves correctly as unbridled exponential growth will soon fall over the edge into
unbridled exponential contraction of the most horrendous kind. The grand viziers of capitalism have been giving the impression that they are in control of the situation and undoubtedly much of the political class has believed them. The factory class only wonders why eight people have as much
wealth as the least wealthy three billion people on the planet. Maybe they should get some loans, go back to school and give it another shot. That’s what the financiers would like. (Also buy a bigger house and take-out a big mortgage – the price of houses always goes up.)

Portrait of Ben Bernanke, former Chairman of the Federal Reserve. With his magic wand in hand (No. 2 pencil) he prepares to conjure-up a few trillion of Keynesian dollars to spur further suicidal growth.
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25 thoughts on “Gatto Got It Right – Human Resources”
1.

dave said:
March 25, 2017 at 9:41 am
the pleasures, and pain, of the autodidact are lost, unavailable, to the unwashed hoards…
Reply
james said:
March 25, 2017 at 8:50 pm
Yea, but they have great entertainment like movies, Xbox, tablets, and drugs while I chart a course to intercept the great white whale, the final nugget of truth, the alpha and the omega, the gradient and the waste heat, the yin and yang. And once the internal reflection of reality is
complete, you die in misery and poverty. Amen.
Reply

2.

dave said:
March 25, 2017 at 9:46 am
“I study night and day, so long as my health permits; when it prevents me from working, I wait a month or so, and then begin again. As I am now totally different from that which I was, my plan of study has altered with me. Everything which savors of the pathetic or the eloquent wearies me
beyond expression. I seek now only the true, the real, which before was so repulsive. I take pleasure in analyzing the misery of men and things, and in shivering as I note the sinister and terrible mystery of life. I see very clearly that when passion is once extinguished, there subsists in study
no other source of pleasure save that of vain curiosity, whose satisfaction, however, is not without a certain charm.”
Giacomo Leopardi
Reply
james said:
March 25, 2017 at 8:32 pm
I think he and Zapffe would have much to talk about.
“To that creature, being born,
Its birthday is a day to mourn.” – Leopardi
When the pleasure and charm are gone we can’t be far behind.
Reply

3.

Samuel said:
March 25, 2017 at 3:28 pm
The American public schools (and many private) have gradually become more obvious in their role as holding pen/prison. Now in New York State, stomping ground of Gatto, even the teachers aren’t expected to know anything.
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/13/nyregion/ny-regents-teacher-exams-alst.html
This is the inevitable result of a long-time downward trajectory in the embarrassment that we call a degree in education.
[Quote] These data show that US students who choose to major in education, essentially the bulk of people who become teachers, have for at least the last seven decades been selected from students at the lower end of the academic aptitude pool. A 2010 McKinsey report (pdf) by Byron
Auguste, Paul Kihn, and Matt Miller noted that top performing school systems, such as those in Singapore, Finland, and South Korea, “recruit 100% of their teacher corps from the top third of the academic cohort.” [End Quote]
https://qz.com/334926/your-college-major-is-a-pretty-good-indication-of-how-smart-you-are/
Reply
james said:
March 25, 2017 at 8:12 pm
Don’t the police and military do the same thing, hire those that are least likely to question authority, those that cannot think for themselves, but instead just follow the orders of their superiors, except for those groomed for the officer’s corp. Children are by far the most susceptible to
authority figures and questioning minds are soon converted to the rote system of education. I think that some people, once they graduate, long for the certainty of the “rote” environment that produced them and return to it.
The education system is ill-conceived. To build a mind you have to add things as the curiosity calls for them, otherwise they don’t get added to the ongoing construction. I was always appalled at the draconian and sparse environments of the classrooms and the put-you-on-the-spot
teaching style. I would say to myself, “I want to learn, but I’m not going to do a song and dance for you – loser.”, then I would hang-out in the library where I could sample different things.
Reply
Samuel said:
March 26, 2017 at 11:37 am
Yes, I can understand why the System prefers to hire unthinking followers, but I never thought we would degrade to the extent that basic literacy would not be expected in teachers. I’m quite sure those NY exams are not grueling … maybe at the (old) 9th- to 10th-grade level?
And this quote from a “Professional Educator” displays nothing but insidious self-interest since we all know that the run-of-the-mill bachelor’s degree, excluding hard sciences, nowadays usually represents one primary skill attained by the degree holder: the ability to write a
check.
[Quote] “We already know that our licensure candidates have a bachelor’s degree, which in my mind means they have basic literacy and communication skills,” Dr. Middleton said. [End Quote]
As far as the military is concerned, I’ve observed that the lower ranks, on average, still have some native ability to question what they’ve been told. It’s the officers who have usually been the ones successfully brain-washed; even if they have moments of epiphany, they can’t
allow those glimmers to take hold because they have too much at stake concerning their careers, and societal approval is everything to them. Even the great Smedley Butler didn’t allow himself to think clearly until he returned to civil life: “My mental faculties remained in
suspended animation while I obeyed the orders of the higher-ups. This is typical with everyone in the military.”
Reply
james said:
March 26, 2017 at 12:31 pm
Really, you don’t want to hurt anyone’s feelings, better to just lower the standards, and because of the low pay, no one else wants to do the job anyway. 🙂 It will be good enough for the deplorables.
As for the military, maybe they’re working on a happier, friendlier and more democratic kind of place where “Sir, no sir.” is the new path to promotion. I saw where they’re offering coloring books to the cadets at the Virginia Military Institute – damn.
Reply

4.

Lidia17 said:
March 25, 2017 at 10:10 pm
http://preservenet.com/theory/Illich/Deschooling/intro.html
“Why We Must Disestablish School
“Many students, especially those who are poor, intuitively know what the schools do for them. They school them to confuse process and substance. Once these become blurred, a new logic is assumed: the more treatment there is, the better are the results; or, escalation leads to success. The
pupil is thereby ‘schooled’ to confuse teaching with learning, grade advancement with education, a diploma with competence, and fluency with the ability to say something new. His imagination is ‘schooled’ to accept service in place of value. Medical treatment is mistaken for health care,
social work for the improvement of community life, police protection for safety, military poise for national security, the rat race for productive work. Health, learning, dignity, independence, and creative endeavor are defined as little more than the performance of the institutions which claim
to serve these ends, and their improvement is made to depend on allocating more resources to the management of hospitals, schools, and other agencies in question.”
Reply
james said:
March 26, 2017 at 6:07 am
How to incorporate humans into the quickly evolving and growing technological system? Pull them into the cells and begin accelerating their ability to manipulate information with reading and writing and mathematical reasoning. There isn’t the time or resources to custom make an
education for every student, just do what works best for most. Don’t tell them that the entire of civilization is a temporary exercise in complexity building from consuming energy and resource gradients, including the ecosystem upon which their long-term survival depends. Don’t tell
them that they’re a “human resource.” Don’t tell them that they’re being prepared for an indentured life, freedom only coming towards the worn-out end, when the body has begun to malfunction. If you tell them too much, maybe they won’t cooperate any longer and maybe the system
will call the truant officer to enforce the “laws”. In return for the wage-slavery, you get to consume a share of what the cancer produces, perhaps your own personal cell to furnish with consumer products and an automobile to transport you from one specialized cell to another. Don’t
tell them that they are a creation of finite gradients and that, when these are exhausted, the technological products upon which they have evolved to depend will disappear, leaving them rather naked in an increasingly inhospitable environment.
I think the de-schooling will occur, but only because it will no longer be necessary or practical in a rapidly simplifying and contracting technological realm. It’s silly to want to make kids “smarter” in a Frankenstein system like this so that GDP can be bumped-up more, faster, better as
the feedstocks disappear. I suppose we need extra smart kids to sit in their parents homes consuming the last of the gradients playing video games awaiting the fateful moment when the government stipends stop and the electricity goes out (or the liquid transportation fuels are no
longer available in adequate supply). At that point the best kid will be ones that can bake a loaf of bread, chop a cord of wood, grow a garden, tend to a wound and make dying less painful for those whose time has come.
Reply

5.

dave said:
March 26, 2017 at 11:15 am
school as we know it will disappear along with the rest of industrialism, in the relatively near future (20 – 100 years? don’t know.)
i think that there will be scatter remnants, feral humanity, around in a 1000 years. if the female pelvis can somehow evolve to allow a bigger head to pass through the birth channel, i think that in general they’ll be smarter than we are today. all nothing but conjecture…
Reply
james said:
March 26, 2017 at 12:18 pm
Our bankers and politicians have led us onto a tenuous branch, unable to disabuse the populace of its naive dreams and desires, they press forward with increasing GDP and “Make America Great Again”. Looking back they see only the many millions standing on the branch awaiting
further progress. They can’t turn back as their egress is impeded. Instead they hastily fashion parachutes for themselves. All that has to happen now is for someone to yell “ I hear a cracking noise!”, and a majority of the populace crashes to a much lower standard of living to await the
ravages of climate change. They’ll be as mad as hornets swatted from their nests and look far and wide for culprits to punish. There will be back to the land movements as there won’t be any other choice, only to find that most of the landscape has been ravaged by the cancer.
Under these conditions there won’t be enough income for most to afford a car, pay for fuel, pay local school taxes, keep the buses running, and maintain the school infrastructure, even if the electricity can be kept on as high temperatures make the schools uninhabitable. For whatever
specialties persist, kids will follow mom or dad to work to learn their trade, first-hand.
Population will drop as the technological props fall away and humans will continue to try and follow the maximum power principle by warring and taking from each other. After one-hundred thousand years, Chuck Schumer and Nancy Pelosi will awake from their cryogenic sleep in
Antarctica to be welcomed by the last of the Trump clan, hardy survivors moved to the now ice-free continent long ago. The only question for the Trump clan will be how to prepare the newly awakened long pig – “barbecue or shish kabob?”
Reply

6.

dave said:
March 26, 2017 at 11:48 am
iow, that whole bell curve will shift to the right. no one will be bothered with developing bell curves. although they may carry them around in their heads…
Reply
james said:
March 26, 2017 at 12:39 pm
That’s right. If you’re alive, you’re bound to be pretty damned smart – or lucky.
Reply

7.

dave said:
March 26, 2017 at 7:49 pm
yeah, luck is the key…
Reply

8.

Apneaman said:
March 27, 2017 at 2:13 pm
Photographer captures world’s glacier melt over decade
“For the last decade, American photographer James Balog has been on a mission to document climate change through his camera lens.
His effort has taken him to the farthest reaches of the world, from Antarctica to the northern ends of Greenland, where he has captured the movements and melts of immense glaciers.
The results of his work were on display at Chicago’s Museum of Science and Industry, which on Thursday opened the exhibit “Extreme Ice.”
“I want people to understand the ice,” Balog told AFP in an interview at the show opening. “Ice is the manifestation of climate change in action.”
https://phys.org/news/2017-03-captures-world-glacier-decade.html
In the piece there is a picture of little kids looking at the melting glacier photograph displays.
“Hey kids, who’s up for a field trip to the museum of human DOOM today?”
Reply
james said:
March 27, 2017 at 4:08 pm
As the ice disappears we should probably expect the temperature increase to become more exponential.
latent heat
I suppose we’re on the flat area “B” where temperature remains the same even though considerable heat is being absorbed to melt ice. When the ice is gone, the melting of which will become more rapid as time goes on, we will find ourselves on the “C” segment. The oceans and
atmosphere will heat-up pretty fast on that segment. Achieving the vaporization point for the oceans “D” will probably require more heat than can be retained unless some powerful alien tribe decides to pitch the diseased earth’s carcass into the sun.
Michio Kaku has changed his tune.
Harvard will test geo-engineering with particles in stratosphere. Save the growth at all cost.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/mar/24/us-scientists-launch-worlds-biggest-solar-geoengineering-study
https://youtu.be/y3F6VvuFFQM
Chem-trails, happy trails, nails in your coffin. I wonder how insects do with nano-sized aluminum particles?
https://youtu.be/X3lW-TGGlk0
Reply

9.

Apneaman said:
March 27, 2017 at 2:24 pm
AN EXERCISE IN FUTILITY?
“A reader, who we’ll call “Ted,” raised those questions in a recent discussion. He pointed to the ever expanding, and plainly unsustainable, increase in the human population. Will the human population reach a point where people become so desperate for food that all edible plants and
animals are fair game? If we examine many places in Africa and China today, this is already the case. Besides domestic plants and animals, food markets provide “bush meat” including monkeys, lizards, snails, grubs, rats, wild birds of every size, insects, feral dogs and cats, and nearly
every other organism that is edible. Ted maintains that there is no use trying to postpone the inevitable, that eventually humanity will literally eat itself out of house and home.”
http://www.grandrapidsmn.com/opinion/columnists/an-exercise-in-futility/article_b2ece65e-1013-11e7-b261-a7aef20bcd30.html
Reply
james said:
March 27, 2017 at 4:55 pm
Hurray! There’s hope. There have been many other extinctions and the world kept turning and little furry creatures survived. I feel better now. At least all of the latent bush meat viruses will have a chance to reproduce in human tissues.
Reply

10.

Apneaman said:
March 27, 2017 at 2:30 pm
“Research citation after citation, she left no room to question that the rate of insect extinction is growing, and much too fast.
“This is due to anthropogenic extinctions,” Berenbaum said. “Extinctions of plants and animals aren’t caused by outside forces like asteroids in Bruce Willis movies but instead by humans.”
Her next fact: Without insects, the world just wouldn’t be the same.
While no insects certainly sounds appealing to some, the consequences of insect extinctions often don’t. Berenbaum used the beloved McDonald’s Big Mac hamburger meal to get at the point.
“One pollinator species alone contributes to 90-plus crops,” she said. “Without them, we’d have no patties, no cheese, no lettuce, no onion, no pickle – we’d have the bun, but no sesame seeds – no milkshake and no chocolate.”
Two-thirds to three-fourths of all flowering plants depend on pollination. There are about 200,000 species of insect pollinators compared to the 12,000 vertebrate pollinators.
And pollinators account for only a fraction of the insects in existence. Pollination itself is only one way insects contribute. They also act as natural control for other species, break down decomposing bodies, eat manure and serve as nutrition to animals.”
http://blogs.umsl.edu/news/2017/03/26/may-berenbaum/
Reply
james said:
March 27, 2017 at 4:46 pm
The cancer doesn’t love bugs, it loves growth above all else. I do hope there are enough bugs remaining to dispose of the human corpses – and they do it all for free.
Japanese Beetle
I wonder how many tons of pesticide are dumped on ornamental trees, bushes and roses every year to kill Japanese beetles. Introduced from Japan to New Jersey, probably in Iris, sometime before 1912. How much longer can the ape’s suburban “Magic Kingdom” last?
Reply

11.

Lidia17 said:
March 27, 2017 at 5:43 pm
The Japanese beetles do love the Japanese Knotweed, though.
One other very important role of insects is in manuring plants, including at the foliar level. We’ve just never recognized the sheer weight of the insect bio-mass and what role their nutrient cycling has played in the health of plants.
I think this lack of insect manure (and now -somewhat by extension- bird manure) is a(nother) significant factor in the general unwellness and mass death of trees.
I haven’t come across anyone writing about it, but maybe someone has.
—Another perhaps-disregarded or under-estimated aspect of insect loss is the probable decline of those insects, and other tiny or micro-organisms, who work in the topsoil and are key in allowing plants to access nutrients in the soil and in organic detritus. I believe this is a(nother) key factor in
tree decline.
Reply
james said:
March 27, 2017 at 7:43 pm
If we could only get the Japanese beetles to eat Kudzu. To appreciate the amount of insect manure, just break open a tent caterpillar nest towards the end of the season, the silken diapers are full. The technological cancer is toxic to the ecosystem and to the human RNA that occupy its
cells. If the vegetation is being dusted with aluminum oxide from geo-engineering chemtrails, a neurotoxin, what effect is this having on the insects that graze on the leaves or perhaps ingest it with nectar?
http://guardianlv.com/2015/06/bees-showing-signs-of-alzheimers-disease-aluminum-is-to-blame-video/
Reply

12.

james said:
March 28, 2017 at 8:42 am
I’m headed for the East Coast to open a moving company. It shall be called Go West, Inc.
https://youtu.be/Rmw_0cqhybY
Perhaps we should cut the military budget and increase the Coast Guard budget.
https://youtu.be/qJh6EQ5gv7g
Reply

13.

James said:
April 3, 2017 at 9:12 am
Sorry for the brief interruption. Forgot to pay the hosting bill 🙂
Reply
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