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The procession of human evolution to the use of extra-cellular information and tools initiated a period of increased energy flow to the group which allowed specialization and the emergence of what we call civilization. Equipped with tools, rich gradients and a distribution system, it was possible to
support a population of specialists including priests, medicine men, engineers, builders, warriors, and so on. Not unlike what we see today in modern societies, but to a lesser degree. The early temple builders and civilizations exemplified flourishing complexity brought about by an increased flow
of energy. Most of these cultures collapsed subsequently, after achieving substantial size and complexity, as their energy flows were interrupted for one reason or another like resource depletion or drought.
Over time, and especially with the discovery of fossil fuels, the priestly and other specialized classes in society that had been supported by the efforts of the peasantry gave way to a new class of industrialists and a bourgeois class. The new emerging flow of energy supported scientific and
engineering endeavors and a great expansion of a middle and upper-class that didn’t have to expend their lives at hard labor in the fields and mines producing food, wood and coal. Education became more common as complexity flourished in order to produce a workforce capable of working with
the new complexity. A period of learning to read, write and do arithmetic became common for the young and was supported by the increased net energy produced by society. A positive feedback existed with more energy leading to more complexity thereby leading to even more energy.

Some of the first beneficiaries of energy flow were the priestly class that continue to co-exist with the newer priestly class of technologist billionaires.
The emergence of Calvinism and a growing movement of power away from the traditional Catholic Church may have been an early sign of the emergence of greater net energy and complexity based upon the expanding complexity of information and technique. The “work ethic” and separation of
church and state would take hold in societies as complexity advanced and as more things besides bigger and more elaborate temples entered the realm of possibility. The traditional religious system acted more and more as an anchor preventing rapid development and growth.
” The concept is often credited with helping to define the societies of Northern, Central and Western Europe. Even though some of these countries were more affected by Lutheranism or Anglicanism than Calvinism, local Protestants nevertheless were influenced by these ideas to a
varying degree. As penal law was enacted to uphold the uniform teachings of the Church of England in England, only various English dissenters[c] held to those values. Among them were the Puritans who emigrated to New England, bringing the work ethic with them and helping
define the culture of what would become the United States of America. Immigrants brought their work ethic to the United States of America, Canada, South Africa and other European colonies.” – Wikipedia
The phrase was initially coined in 1904–1905[d] by Max Weber in his book The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.[4]
A number of leading contemporary historians, including historian Fernand Braudel (d. 1985) and British historian Hugh Trevor-Roper (d. 2003), assert that the existing consensus among scholars is that Protestant Work Ethic theory is false. They refer to the pre-Reformation existence
of rapid economic development of Catholic capitalist communities.
Within Geneva, Calvin’s main concern was the creation of a collège, an institute for the education of children. A site for the school was selected on 25 March 1558 and it opened the following year on 5 June 1559. Although the school was a single institution, it was divided into two
parts: a grammar school called the collège or schola privata and an advanced school called the académie or schola publica. Calvin tried to recruit two professors for the institute, Mathurin Cordier, his old friend and Latin scholar who was now based in Lausanne, and Emmanuel
Tremellius, the former Regius professor of Hebrew in Cambridge. Neither was available, but he succeeded in obtaining Theodore Beza as rector. Within five years there were 1,200 students in the grammar school and 300 in the advanced school. The collège eventually became the
Collège Calvin, one of the college preparatory schools of Geneva; the académie became the University of Geneva.[78]
Even more important than the liberal development of the Netherlands was the rise of modern democracy in England and North America. In the Middle Ages state and church had been closely connected. Martin Luther‘s doctrine of the two kingdoms separated state and church in
principle.[150] His doctrine of the priesthood of all believers raised the laity to the same level as the clergy.[151] Going one step further, Calvin included elected laymen (church elders, presbyters) in his concept of church government. The Huguenots added synods whose members
were also elected by the congregations. The other Reformed churches took over this system of church self-government which was essentially a representative democracy.[152] Baptists, Quakers, and Methodists are organized in a similar way. These denominations and the Anglican
Church were influenced by Calvin’s theology in varying degrees.[153] – Wikipedia
Just eight years after the publication of Max Weber’s “The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism” which gave religious sanction to the head-over-heals expansion of capitalism’s complexity and growth, Henry Ford opened his first assembly line.

Henry Ford’s Assembly Line 1913
It seems that in the human mind the rewards of everlasting life prescribed by the Catholic Church had to be shared with the temporal rewards of everlasting growth brought about by hard work -a new salvation. As factories (technological cells) developed, the inner technological organization and
eventually the psychology of the human RNA became a matter of scientific interest and improvement. All interest was in providing conditions within the work spaces to maximize production from the people and capital. Frederick Taylor was a pioneer in these studies. Even today there are tens of
thousands of web pages discussing how to increase your productivity at home and at work. This must be a theme that arose with civilizations in which growth and the support of complex caste of characters relied mostly upon getting as much out of the “lower” classes as possible. Improving
productivity of RNA became a scientific endeavor as in the field of ergonomics, lighting and time-series studies. Increases in human RNA productivity mostly serve to increase returns on capital and leisure for a very small class of individuals.

It seems that the “freedom and democracy” capitalists were at odds with the Catholic Church. What shall be your salvation? God or Money (or both).
This article is very good at describing the pursuit of productivity:
https://qz.com/work/1186048/life-hacks-are-part-of-a-200-year-old-movement-to-destroy-your-humanity/
“Second, the work society actually requires productive bodies, and thus it uses us, somewhat akin to the way that natural selection does, to reproduce itself. Our self-internalization of productivity, as Foucault noted with regard to self-discipline, is more effective than having it wrought
upon us by others.
Our self-internalization of productivity, as Foucault noted with regard to self-discipline, is more effective than having it wrought upon us by others.
We adopt the illusion that personal productivity is itself the end of suffering, or is itself happiness, or is at least what affords us the chance to be happy when, in actuality, the aim of personal productivity is to enable the work society to persist in its existence. Just as, according to Robert
Wright in his book Why Buddhism is True, “Natural selection doesn’t ‘want us’ to be happy” but rather to “be productive, in its narrow sense of productive,” so the work society doesn’t want us to be happy but instead to be more productive in its sense of the term. The truth is that we
are its tools.”
We are not the system’s tools, but we are it’s RNA and the system demands productivity.

A complex system (human) that became an RNA in a complex system (technological) that is working to fix another complex system (human). Hopefully, the one on the table is a “productive” member of society.
Perhaps even greater productivity can be accomplished in the technological cells with the use of robotics but this will only increase the speed along a linear path in which energy resources are exhausted, biosphere is disrupted and in a manner similar to the old temple-building civilizations,
collapse finally occurs in a relatively sudden convulsion.
And just as an aside, I found this article which reinforces what I have said about he lower brain structures determining what humans think (mostly rewards and sex). Also in building the analog mind, consciousness tends to notice those things that don’t “fit” or were unpredicted by previous
experience. Those things that have become “normal” are hardly noticed (to save energy and time).
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-brains-autopilot-mechanism-steers-consciousness/
“Many people stubbornly cling to the old distinction between the instinctive unconscious and rational consciousness, with a preference for the latter. But, as I have shown, this view is untenable. Unconscious processes greatly control our consciousness. Where you direct your
attention, what you remember and the ideas you have, what you filter out from the flood of stimuli that bombard you, how you interpret them and what goals you pursue—all these result from automatic processes. Timothy Wilson of the University of Virginia considers this reliance on
the unconscious to be the price that we pay for survival as a species. If we were forced always to consider every aspect of the situation around us and had to weigh all our options about what to do, humankind would have died out long ago. The autopilot in our brain—not
consciousness—makes us what we are.
The real mastermind that solves problems and ensures our survival, then, is the unconscious. It is understandable that people tend to distrust the unconscious, given that it seems uncontrollable. How are we supposed to be in control of something when we do not even know when and
how it influences us? Nevertheless, the arrangement works.”
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431 thoughts on “Complexity, Hard Work and Salvation”
1.

dave said:
December 26, 2018 at 9:01 am
kinda funny. by and large, I’ve always avoided being productive. in fact, I kind of resented the idea that I should be, that I was expected to be. I would get a job, and then go in fully expecting to be able to do pretty much as I pleased. sure, i’ll do this work, but i’ll do it at my pace and to my
own standards. needless to say, I got fired from many jobs. I did fake it when I felt I had to, when I knew that it was in my own best interest to do so. but for the most part, I just didn’t give a fuck.
like in love, and so many other things in life, one can only fake it for so long. the truth comes out.
I think that many people work hard in an (unconscious) attempt to escape from their inevitable suffering and death. little do they know, the cure is worse than the disease. to them too, the truth will be revealed.
I know that I’ve said it many times, but i’ll say it once more: a life of leisure is the only life worth living. and then you suffer and die, of course.
Reply
james said:
December 26, 2018 at 6:06 pm
The work ethic was an early faith in technological advancement and deliverance. Unfortunately the faith was misplaced as it has delivered us to the edge of a cliff. Self-driving cars and trips to Mars are mighty impressive but they’re a long way from everlasting life (if you can imagine
such a horrible fate.)
Reply
jackert said:
December 27, 2018 at 11:50 pm
Work Ethic as Technological Advancement…I hadn’t considered it from that angle. Thank you.
Reply
james said:
December 28, 2018 at 5:23 am
It seems the newest measure of humans is how effectively, efficiently and rapidly they can manipulate information and tools in the cellular environment to create “product”. Thank goodness they get to retire and have some free time when they’re worn out.
Reply

2.

Apneaman said:
December 26, 2018 at 9:21 am
Leave it to the all time champion of bull shit-spin, religion, to convince the monkeys that voluntary slavery/max production is a virtue. Who doesn’t know someone that’s a willing (and vocal) work martyr, flagellating themselves with 70 hour work weeks?
Work ethic? Are there really activity specific ethics?
“Bob’s not much of a worker, but by all accounts he has a really strong play ethic”
Reply
james said:
December 26, 2018 at 6:12 pm
It must be that hard work makes you wealthy (not so much now) and this satisfies the Maximum Power Principle and therefore satisfies God (thermodynamics). Unfortunately the wealth is more than offset by the resulting entropy unleashed in the biosphere where most coastal cities
will soon be underwater (among other adverse affects). All that hard work did them a lot of good in that case. So, back to work, we’re not done until the entropy destroys everything we worked hard to create.
Reply

3.

Rob Mielcarski said:
December 26, 2018 at 11:53 am
A common theme to all human history, including this essay, is that we special monkeys spend a lot of energy denying our own death. The other monkeys don’t. That’s a big clue for why we’re special.
Reply
james said:
December 26, 2018 at 6:18 pm
All of that work and effort and not a single monkey has escaped their entropic fate. The only thing I can possibly entertain is that if you die believing in deliverance to a heaven, then you might as well have been delivered because you won’t be alive to find out that you have not been
delivered.
Reply

4.

dolph said:
December 27, 2018 at 2:47 am
Industrial society is nothing more than the mass production of bullshit, from the very beginning. They need you productive in order to produce more bullshit.
However once you see the bullshit behind everything, you can’t unsee it. You can’t go back, sort of like entering midlife. Another consequence of our overdeveloped brain. We have the intelligence to first produce bullshit, and then later to see through it.
Reply
james said:
December 27, 2018 at 5:30 am
When starvation looms, will they wonder why they traded so much energy and ecosystem for novelties, tricks, God sacrifices and status symbols? Was someone blowing the serotonin smoke of infinite growth and terraforming Mars into their innocent ears? Death by poverty or
starvation is already on the rise in the United States. Venezuela is the future, but buy more bullshit everyone and let one brief pop of dopamine after another lead you to the promised land of starvation and death.
Reply

5.

dave said:
December 28, 2018 at 7:19 am
I like a lot of the things this guy has to say. I like his emphasis on the Seneca effect.
he does seem to think that some sort of high energy technological progress will continue into the foreseeable future, with his talk of icon languages and machine translations. this is a view of the future that I don’t share.
anyway, all in good fun.
https://cassandralegacy.blogspot.com/2018/12/when-jerusalem-was-in-tuscany-last_23.html
Reply
james said:
December 28, 2018 at 8:28 am
I like reading Bardi too. The megalodon’s shark fin will be seen when the ice is gone.
Reply

6.

dave said:
December 28, 2018 at 8:25 am
https://cassandralegacy.blogspot.com/2018/10/how-could-europe-conquer-world-seneca.html
like here. he seems to progress in some logical form until the last sentence or so. then, we’re expanding into space using renewable energy flows and such. i’d like to see that scenario spelled out somehow.
Reply
david higham said:
December 28, 2018 at 11:32 pm
Yeah.Drifts off into fantasyland delusion. Oil consumption is now around 100 million barrels per day. CO2 emmisions
last year at a record high. Methane levels increasing alarmingly. As if there is any chance of turning this around and using excess ‘renewable’ energy to sink into a space
program going to other planets. The spelling goes:insane.
Reply

7.

james said:
December 28, 2018 at 8:26 am
Found this over at reddit collapse by Going South. Soon we’ll only be sheltering in deteriorating techno-cells and burning the empty ones for heat. Might as well buy a heavy duty wrecking bar to get ready.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4DhzKbx21S8
Be sure to stock-up on your antibiotics and get a few down sleeping bags and,and, and………………..
Reply
Apneaman said:
December 28, 2018 at 12:39 pm
Rat meat roasted over a vinyl siding fire……..Mmmmmm
James, what was that fish antibiotic you put a link to awhile back?
Reply
james said:
December 28, 2018 at 12:48 pm
I buy from this outfit:
http://www.fishmoxfishflex.com/index.php/fish-antibiotics.html
For whatever reason, the cephalexin works best for me, but do a little research on shelf-life and some antibiotics decay into toxic substances. I think Cipro has fairly long shelf-life.
This might work for deconstructing some cells.
https://www.amazon.com/Vaughan-Bushnell-RockerHead-Demolition-57748/dp/B001J7IOOC/ref=sr_1_20?ie=UTF8&qid=1546019107&sr=8-20&keywords=wrecking+bar
Reply
gwb said:
December 28, 2018 at 11:10 pm
You might also need some hard-to-find hand tools to keep your main cell maintained:
https://www.amazon.com/Stanley-5044-basic_replenishmentace-10In-1-02-715/dp/B0001IW8N8/ref=asc_df_B0001IW8N8/?tag=hyprod20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=309807921328&hvpos=1o3&hvnetw=g&hvrand=425703066080433369&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9007773&hvtargid=pla-422783056233&psc=1
No retail store sells hand bit braces anymore.
Reply
james said:
December 29, 2018 at 5:48 pm
$55.00? Apparently economies of scale aren’t working for this product any longer. I used to have one of those but discarded it a several decades ago.
Reply
Apneaman said:
December 29, 2018 at 5:19 pm
Thank you sirrr
Reply
dave said:
December 28, 2018 at 6:14 pm
wool blankets. I’ve got the market cornered.
Reply
james said:
December 28, 2018 at 7:38 pm
Those are great, amazing warmth/thickness ratio. And you have chickens and pigs. Cure those pigs into Old Ham and you’re set for a great breakfast all through collapse. Might have to stockpile some coffee.
Reply

8.

Cynic said:
December 29, 2018 at 8:30 am
Vegans won’t stoop so low as to have wool blankets.
They will be Raptured into the special Heaven of the Totally Virtuous.
Reply
dolph said:
December 30, 2018 at 4:59 am
Along with those who don’t smoke or drink or have sex. Along with those who work 60 hours a week and invest their money in a balanced portfolio of stocks and bonds. Along with those who exercise 30 to 40 min. every day, mix of cardio and weights, in a safe environment. Along
with those who follow the news and regularly vote each election, because surely it makes a difference whether this year a random democrat or republican gets in. Along with women who are both empowered workers and homemakers, and men who are both manly providers but
accepting of feminism.
Along with those who accept diversity and are tolerant of all races and religions and creeds. Except, of course, the collapse view. That must be shut out of discussion at all costs.
Reply

9.

david higham said:
December 29, 2018 at 7:36 pm
I came across this this morning. A good summary. Once
a civilisation is built,collapse is close to certain. Industrial civilisation has more systemic flaws than previous civilisations.This collapse is going
be how many orders of magnitude greater than the
preceding ones? A good comment by richardbelidc . There is also an excellent chapter in
‘War,Peace and Human Nature’ specifically detailing errors
in the book discussed by him if anyone is interested.
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2018-12-17/the-big-picture/
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
December 29, 2018 at 11:10 pm
I posted a comment shortly after Heinberg published this pointing out that Varki’s Mind Over Reality Transition (MORT) theory is a much superior theory for explaining denial than Becker’s Terror Management Theory (TMT), but it seems my comment has been deleted.
Our tendency to deny denial is very very strong.
Apparently even among those wise intellectuals who understand human overshoot.
Reply
david higham said:
December 30, 2018 at 1:43 am
It is evident that the editors at resilience are in some dreamworld. Have a read of this article,which is much more rigorous and sound
than the original article which it is a response to,yet they refused to publish it.
https://mahb.stanford.edu/blog/yes-overpopulation-problem/
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
December 30, 2018 at 12:18 pm
There are few authors that let truth dominate donations.
Did you notice that in Chris Martenson’s year end discussion with David Collum they never mentioned climate change?
I thought Martenson had finally come clean on climate change but I guess donations have priority.
Reply
james said:
December 30, 2018 at 7:59 am
The right lateral prefrontal cortex (RLPFC) is looking out for you. Just don’t think about the bad things and go about your merry reward-gathering, happiness-generating way. How do so many people remain sane in the face of their oncoming death, likely cancer and/or
Alzheimer’s Disease, financial collapse, environmental collapse, extinctions, methane bombs, the ever present threat of nuclear war and the insane cost of medical care? Why be the kill-joy of the party with a non-functioning RLPFC?
Judging by the opioid overdoses, it’s getting harder and harder to suppress a deteriorating reality and prognosis. I hereby rename the RLPFC and it shall henceforth be named the Pinker Spot
or alternatively, Varki’s Area.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1074742715002178
Reply
dave said:
December 30, 2018 at 8:11 am
I think that folks like becker, solomon and zapffe concentrate on the “what”, the psychology of a dissipative structure. MORT, concentrates on the how’s and why’s of the development of that psychology, the evolutionary background. I look at their works as being more
complimentary than anything else.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
December 30, 2018 at 12:13 pm
I agree. MORT to TMT is like general relativity to Newtonian physics.
Reply

10.

dave said:
December 30, 2018 at 9:04 am
just a little dopamine for all the guys out there. something to make you stand up and take notice, try a little harder, go the extra mile, all this and more can be yours. works for me…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eWKeSgv3oDw
Reply
james said:
December 30, 2018 at 9:31 am
Snake dance indeed. I watched the whole thing. Her “snake” hands were especially captivating. Not sure I want any more of anything. The environmental tumor load is too great now to enjoy much, but I’m going to try some Pinker Spot therapy and see if that works.
Reply
Apneaman said:
December 30, 2018 at 10:41 am
No snakes were harmed in filming that scene, although many were beaten.
Reply
james said:
December 30, 2018 at 7:48 pm
Ha, ha, ha. She is a real snake charmer. Can I say that on the internet?
Reply

11.

Apneaman said:
December 30, 2018 at 11:21 am
Nature abhors a gradient. Life requires one. Possessing gradients, and throttling them to create islands of low entropy while global entropy rises, is the very essence of life. Those organisms that are most effective in accessing and degrading energy have had evolutionary advantage. This
includes human societies. For us to voluntarily give up or reduce access to the highest quality fuels goes against our evolutionary grain for ‘more’ or ‘progress.’ Reducing consumption via top-down authority is possible (think Tokugawa Japan) but extremely unlikely. Our modern history is
one of doing everything in our power to keep continued global access to high EROI fuels possible.
https://peaksurfer.blogspot.com/2018/12/retrospectacles.html
Reply
james said:
December 30, 2018 at 12:29 pm
Hopefully all of the energy stocks will be depleted before they launch the nukes in an energy stealing offensive. Pretty soon there won’t be anything to fight for, besides there not being any energy to mount an attack.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
December 30, 2018 at 12:47 pm
Jack Alpert refers to using energy to fight for depleting energy the “depletion death spiral”.
Reply

12.

Apneaman said:
December 30, 2018 at 4:59 pm
Dr Tim today
https://surplusenergyeconomics.wordpress.com/2018/12/30/143-fire-and-ice-part-one/
Reply
james said:
December 30, 2018 at 7:47 pm
And don’t forget Steve Ludlum. He’s been ahead of this situation for a long time and has a new post.
http://www.economic-undertow.com/
Reply
dave said:
December 31, 2018 at 10:08 am
“The industrial economy is reductive rather than productive: its primary ‘good’ is entropy.”
this is a beautiful little sentence from steve Ludlum. of course, it’s just as true for everything, literally everything, else out there. it’s just that, pound for pound, the industrial economy is about as good as it gets. I guess.
Reply
james said:
December 31, 2018 at 4:48 pm
We are being rather productive in building ramifying conduits of complexity to get rid of the fossil fuel gradient. The Universe, through us, feels great pleasure in uncoiling the spring. The entropy and damages are everywhere to be seen. Then what? I’m sure we’re going
to find out.
Reply

13.

david higham said:
December 30, 2018 at 5:00 pm
Hans Rosling is another optimistic delusion champion.
Pity about the biosphere going down the tube.
https://www.spiked-online.com/2018/12/06/across-the-world-things-are-better-than-we-think/
A good video and commentary on Rosling here,by Dave
Cohen,for those who missed it.
https://www.declineoftheempire.com/2013/05/what-are-we-up-against.html
Reply
james said:
December 30, 2018 at 7:35 pm
I like this comment from Dave:
“Brian,
I can’t help but think that you’ve missed the point here.
Hans Rosling is insane, and there are literally billions of other people just like him.
For DOTE to have a bigger audience and more influence, I would have to talk sense to insane people.
A daunting task.”
— Dave
Posted by: Dave Cohen | 05/23/2013 at 11:15 AM
Most people are dissipative structures that spend their lives grubbing for rewards and some/most will kill other people and species to get them.
Reply
Apneaman said:
December 30, 2018 at 8:43 pm
Hans Rosling no longer resides on earth. Big Daddy Dopamine took him to his mansion in the sky.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afsp7MU-nTI
Reply
james said:
December 31, 2018 at 9:23 am
Sorry, I’m going to use my Pinker Spot and scrub that song from my brain (along with Rosling).
Reply
Flipper said:
January 3, 2019 at 5:43 am
WTF, that video was cruel and unusual. No fecking way I’m walking around with that shit clanging around in my head all day.
My antidote: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IkK4fjUlmVs
Happy 2019 guys…
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 3, 2019 at 10:47 am
All day? You got off easy. Hell, I’ve had that one line, “take you to his mansion in the sky” stuck in my head since I was 7 years old when they played that damn song over & over on the radio, even though I have not heard the song in over 40 odd years. Almost
every time someone mentions going to heaven that line just pops up in my brain.
Reply

14.

james said:
January 2, 2019 at 7:15 am
The human motivation for movement in their environment is reward-seeking and fulfillment. All rewards are first imagined in the analog mind prior to the commencement of complex behaviors which may result in successful acquisition. Some rewards are serendipitous, like finding money
on the sidewalk or a matter of “good luck”, being at the right place at the right time. Other rewards may take years of work and planning (brown-nosing, hoop jumping) to obtain.
Humans and all other animals have always been reward-seekers or consumers. Even a protist is a reward-seeker whose behavior is modulated by dopamine. Humans are basically a society of cooperating protists that have put the responsibility of finding rewards into a complex neurological
organ (brain) that can survey the environment and find the good stuff, consume it and distribute it to the constituent cells which in turn provide some function for the society. Feeling good for the brain equates with ample rewards/opioids while feeling bad equates with a dearth of rewards.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3502204/
A “happy” human is one that seeks and regularly obtains rewards. No amount of past reward is sufficient to change the reward-seeking behavior of humans. They will seek rewards to maintain happiness regardless of the amount they have already achieved. An insufficiency of rewards
results in stagnation, depression and an inability to get oneself moving or even get out of bed in the morning. Self-storage units sprout like mushrooms after rain into which old rewards are deposited while new ones are sought. Each technological reward contributes a fractional damage to the
ecosystem until collapse commences. It has commenced.
When considering a “sustainable” society it should be kept in mind that humans are open-ended reward-seekers and that their “happiness” depends upon a repeating cycle of seeking and obtaining rewards. The technological system has unlocked the ecosystem to be converted into rewards
for 7.6 billion humans that have no known final level of satiety. Billionaires and millionaires give the general population the impression that with plenty of hard work and planning an unimaginable number of rewards will be theirs – but this is just a ruse as the wealthy siphon away much of
the productivity to reward themselves. The wealthy are plotting ways to increase their own number of rewards often at the expense of those that have few. There is another great motivator of movement which often comes into play when the distribution of rewards becomes too lop-sided –
revenge. It is especially perilous when the rewards for labor are insufficient to cover the metabolic costs of living in the society. In any case, the provision of technological rewards will soon come to an end for everyone.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
January 2, 2019 at 11:59 am
Dopamine Jackpot! Sapolsky on the Science of Pleasure
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axrywDP9Ii0
Reply
james said:
January 2, 2019 at 12:38 pm
I wonder how the college grads feel about their rewards these days after all of that expended dopamine. I know the lenders are probably bored with shooting fish in a barrel but appreciate the rewards none-the-less.
Dopamine jackpot and booby-trap.
Reply
dave said:
January 4, 2019 at 9:47 am
Sapolsky almost always has something worthwhile to say. he’s also real good at playing the monkey status game. I guess he’s studied it for most of his life.
Reply

15.

dave said:
January 2, 2019 at 8:49 am
http://theutopianlife.com/2014/10/14/hacking-into-your-happy-chemicals-dopamine-serotonin-endorphins-oxytocin/
all rewards are based on finding and reducing gradients. making more like kind dissipatives, who can then go find, and get rewarded for reducing ever more gradients, is even better. the rewards are always in chemical form, of one sort or another. because really, what else is there?
anyhoo, i’d say, if chickens had hands instead of wings, they would be the top dog animal on earth, not humans. the world would be sprouting nest boxes and incubators, instead of shanties and high rise condominiums.
crows may still come out on top. it’s a huge advantage to be able to fly away from an adversary and then say “fuck you” from the top of a tree. must feel good. but without thumbs, they can’t go too far. we humans will have used up the fossil gradients anyway, so “fuck you”, crows.
just for the record, I like crows. they chase away the hawks who hunt my chickens.
I guess.
Reply
james said:
January 2, 2019 at 10:13 am
I’m impressed with the octopus. Versatile brain, great bonding organs and even a social species in which specialists may evolve. They can collect methane hydrates from the ocean floors and burn them on the beach near their tide pools for a delicious crab roast. Could they become the
next cancerous species? Only if they can survive the Canfield ocean. They can also perform burials in the soft mud of the sea in left-over plastic bottles from eons past. It may be the octopuses against the five-fingered chickens. Thank God we’ll never know who comes out on top.
Reply

16.

james said:
January 3, 2019 at 10:39 am
My brother just said that “I don’t give a damn about any f’ing polar bears if I can’t feed my family” and my wife is an instant subject changer whenever death or collapse of any kind is mentioned. I think this is normal and unfortunately terminal behavior.
President Bolsonaro of Brazil tends to agree. Who should care about the f’ing Amazon rainforest when people have to eat (and their dopamine motivates them to obtain their opioid charms?) And so the cancer grows to its logical conclusion.
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 3, 2019 at 11:02 am
Sorry Mr polar bear, but your kids have to die today, so my kids can die tomorrow.
Almost nobody gives a shit about phytoplankton and zooplankton either, but they are going to……………. indirectly.
Reply
Cynic said:
January 3, 2019 at 4:05 pm
Representative of the species, both.
I tend to refer in quite an undramatic fashion to collapse and human extinction, as one might refer to the weather: often people look as if they can’t quite believe their ears, and sometimes a bit stunned. Then they try to make me pass it off as a tease,dark humour, and I play along.
Quite pointless, of course. But I have to do it.
Reply
james said:
January 3, 2019 at 8:37 pm
Why worry about extinction? Hah. What is extinction anyway?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJdNrCeUdhc
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 4, 2019 at 1:07 am
How can the slow, contemplative rewards of book reading/learning compete with the vapid, but machine gun like mini dopamine hits from the electronic bong?
Americans are now spending 11 hours each day consuming media
“Americans now spend most of their waking hours watching TV, listening to music, using apps on their smartphones, or otherwise consuming media, a new study finds.
US adults are spending more than 11 hours a day on average—or about two-thirds of their waking time—consuming media in some form, Nielsen showed in its first-quarter 2018 report on US media consumption today (July 31).”
https://qz.com/1344501/americans-now-spend-11-hours-with-media-in-an-average-day-study/
Reply
james said:
January 4, 2019 at 4:43 am
Imagine all of the ads they have to watch which only sends them on additional dopamine journeys.
Reply
Cynic said:
January 4, 2019 at 11:44 am
The sister of my ex-girlfriend (who did read a lot) one year – the only one for which I have data – read a single book: the Obama autobiography.
‘Because everyone was reading it.’
A ‘highly educated’ official at the very top of the WHO in Geneva……
Hey, maybe she over-dosed a s student and went cold turkey?
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 4, 2019 at 7:59 pm
Our internet was down, so we went to the library last week to check e-mail. Over the course of 20 minutes, not one but two people came in raving about Michelle Obama’s “biography”.
The need to fit in and “Believe” is strong in most people. I remember my husband remarking to me with surprise, early in our marriage: “you really don’t care what other people think!” Uh, not unless they give me a very good reason.
Reply

17.

Apneaman said:
January 3, 2019 at 1:39 pm
This article has been/is pay walled, but some thoughtful human put it up in pdf.
How Homo sapiens Became the Ultimate Invasive Species
Many human species have inhabited Earth. But ours is the only one that colonized the entire planet. A new hypothesis explains why
“The question of how we came to have this genetic predisposition toward our extreme
brand of cooperation is a tricky one. But mathematical modeling of social evolution
has yielded some valuable clues. Sam Bowles, an economist at the Santa Fe Institute, has shown that an optimal condition under which genetically encoded
hyperprosociality can propagate is, paradoxically, when groups are in conflict. Groups
that have higher numbers of prosocial people will work together more effectively and
thus outcompete others and pass their genes for this behavior to the next generation,
resulting in the spread of hyperprosociality.”
http://www.phrenicea.com/ScientificAmericanMarean082015.pdf
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
January 3, 2019 at 5:35 pm
Nice find. Seems to reinforce why religiosity became hard wired in humans. But not why all religions believe in life after death. For that we need Varki’s MORT. My own view is that denial of death came first, then hypersociality (extended theory of mind) reinforced by stories
(religions) that explained life after death.
Reply
james said:
January 3, 2019 at 8:22 pm
Those at the Santa Fe Institute and others like to nibble around the edges. A little social behavior here and a little tool making there and throw in some fire and……….voila, an invasive (cancerous) species. But they can’t or won’t bite on the whole enchilada, that there is a perfectly
good model in cellular RNA that parallels what happened with humans. The important nexus of information – intermediate (uses information to make tools) – and tools. The little neurons that make the ideas and images in the researcher’s brains are full of tiny homunculi (RNA) using
information at their ribosomal machines to crank-out tools or neurotransmitters, dendritic proteins and so on that support the mental activity.
Free-living RNA become sequestered in cells where they do their work with information making tools and eventually create a free-living human that also becomes sequestered in cells where they do their work with information making tools (and some other things). But the human
system evolves rapidly, not only because of the rapid flow of energy from a gradient, but also because the prefrontal cortex and other areas of the brain can mutate information at will seeking advantageous combinations. This effort is largely driven by the dopamine and the promise of
future rewards. It is happening so fast that it’s likely to snuff itself out before it knows what it is doing.
All of the movements of all of human society and organic life is all going in the same direction of entropy, overall dilution or expansion. It may take one step forward into order but must always be accompanied by two steps back into entropy.
Reply

18.

Apneaman said:
January 5, 2019 at 12:55 am
Here is a good one from Tad Patzek. He covers a lot, but this one quote popped out to me as Tad sort of inadvertently describing the entire time span of humans as reward seeking, information and tool using RNA.
“When people talk about ingenuity, “new technology,” and “advancing technology,” I am reminded that human technology has been advancing for two million years. Advancing technology is not new. It is our story. At every step of that long, advancing technology story – stone scrapers,
axes, fire ignition, bows & arrows, steam engines, computers, super-sonic stealth bombers, and XBox games – humans gained some measure of power, ease, comfort, or entertainment.”
http://patzek-lifeitself.blogspot.com/2018/12/a-requiem-for-beautiful-earth.html
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
January 5, 2019 at 2:52 am
That’s not my understanding. Humanoid technology was fairly stagnant until about 100,000 years ago when “something” happened.
something = reality denial + extended theory of mind
Reply
james said:
January 5, 2019 at 9:16 am
It was all pretty stagnant until the industrial revolution. Follow the population hockey stick to get a good idea concerning the growth of technology. As the analog mind developed and the self-image took its place in that mind, there was fear generated, not three minutes of terror
and then it’s over as Sapolsky describes for the mindless animals, but a continuous generation of negative thoughts and fears. That must be where denial and the optimism bias came from, because you can’t stay in the cave forever, the energy meter is running and if you don’t
leave the cave your fearful attributes will slowly be replaced by the “I can do anything, there’s nothing to worry about” types, even if most of them do actually get slaughtered.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
January 5, 2019 at 11:12 am
We went supernova at the start if the industrial revolution. But a lot happened in the previous 100,000 years: religion, art, language, tools, weapons, agriculture, etc. The million years before: a few stone tools and fire.
Reply
james said:
January 5, 2019 at 12:30 pm
It was a long fuse to the supernova. But we’ve finally arrived.
Reply
james said:
January 5, 2019 at 4:32 am
Cancer is really great up to a point, it really delivers the goods at the expense of everything else. But then the waste sinks fill-up and everything starts dying and even the cancer starts going broke and dying. Then it’s over.
Reply

19.

jackert said:
January 5, 2019 at 11:01 am
THE OOZE
https://vimeo.com/22862986
Reply

20.

james said:
January 5, 2019 at 1:53 pm
The interesting thing is that the sci-fi writer had the intuition that civilized humans existed for the oil which existed in a state of “incompleteness” for millions of years. We may soon be ready for the fossil record and perhaps hot-house earth will lay down another deposit of trapped sunshine.
Perhaps for some humans the answer to the ooze is the booze.
Reply

21.

Apneaman said:
January 6, 2019 at 11:53 am
Becoming Plastic……………Sunday, January 6, 2019
“We are plasticizing, metamorphosing into something more enduring than flesh and bone. Wasn’t that the whole point about plastics to begin with — durability? With climate change destroying our food supply, water contaminated with radionuclides, lead and estrogen, and temperatures
soon to pass tolerable thresholds for higher mammalian life, we can just equip these new monkeys with some silicon AI and have done with the slow and random variety of evolution. We can take charge of all that, right?”
https://peaksurfer.blogspot.com/2019/01/becoming-plastic.html
George Carlin: The Universe Wanted Plastic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NBRquiS1pis
Reply
james said:
January 6, 2019 at 12:48 pm
The “Ooze” (see above) energizes our technological cells and even penetrates the spaces between and inside our organic cells. We have become the ooze.
I think Gunther von Hagens is behind this.
plastic man
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 7, 2019 at 5:21 pm
Myself and a bunch of my family went to the BODY WORLDS exhibit at Vancouver Science World some years back. Mom was grossed out and walked out, but me, dad & the nephews and niece loved it.
Vancouver Science World is a big stainless steel golf ball (temple) built for Expo-86 where the Canadians go to ooh and aah in awe of the ingenuity of the Mega-Cancer.
https://www.scienceworld.ca/
James, I’m guessing you have taken the family to places similar.
How’s the Kentucky Science center rate?
Alas, there is absolutely nothing like the Ark or Creation museum or olde tyme religion here in BC to help prepare young minds for the coming endtimes. The culture is the dominate religion in these parts. It’ll result in a much less chaotic decline until it gets really bad.
Canadians are among the most orderly people on the planet…for now.
Everyone line up: Canada’s tradition of orderly queuing ‘foreign and strange’ to many newcomers
“Canadians tend to feel quite uncomfortable or frustrated when people ‘jump the queue’ (jump ahead in line) or do not line up at all,” it reads.
Surveys would agree. A 2008 Angus Reid poll quizzed Canadians about what made them most angry, and found that line-cutting easily topped the list.”
“Particularly among students from Mainland China and the Middle East, Ms. Mencel said they have told her that Canadian queuing norms simply would not jibe with the crowded train stations and marketplaces of their home countries.
“It’s about feeding your family, and if you’re not aggressive in getting to the front, you’re seen as weaker,” she said.
In China, queue-jumping is so widespread that in the lead-up to the 2008 Beijing Olympics, the Chinese Communist Party began posting queue monitors to city streets and establishing “Queuing Days” on the 11th of each month in which citizens were asked to “voluntarily wait
in line” at shops and transit stations.
Similar anti-queuing norms hold in India, where the simple act of boarding a train can become the scene of a miniature stampede.
“We live in a hugely-populated, resource-constrained country … in this environment, he who hesitates is lost for sure,..”
“Canada, meanwhile, can count itself among a minority of countries who remains staunchly devoted to the lineup.”
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/everyone-line-up-canadas-tradition-of-orderly-queuing-foreign-and-strange-to-many-newcomers
“Boring” has it’s privileges eh?
Reply
james said:
January 7, 2019 at 7:02 pm
There’s not here to see unless you want to visit the Newport Aquarium, Cincinnati Zoo or go the Jim Beam bourbon distillery.
I don’t do well where there are a bunch of rats scrambling around trying to outdo each other for the cheese. I’m more of a Canadian. Usually I’m the last guy in line because I let others go ahead.
I took the kids to the science center in Lexington a couple of times and they enjoyed it. There was a guy that brought a snake collection on one of those days and they were pretty impressed with that but they wouldn’t go near a Hagens show.
Reply

22.

james said:
January 6, 2019 at 12:21 pm
I was just looking at some of Friston’s work in which he describes the role of the analog world (world model in brain) as an effort in honing expectation and minimizing surprise from information taken in by the senses. This makes the world a more predictable place and saves the brain a lot
of energy. I’ve known people that have “believed” things that could have been cleaned-up with further education or investigation like “the price of houses always goes up” or “they wouldn’t do something like that”, only to have their analog world adjusted by the surprise of losing all their
wealth. I was just wondering what a good trade-off is between deliberate development of the analog world (education) and simply jumping in and functioning without a more developed mind. One could spend all of their time refining their analog world and never obtain a return by building
and operating cells or working within one as a human RNA.
Unfortunately for many, much of today’s education centers around preparing a human to assume an RNA position within a cell without a broader knowledge of the Universe. By understanding a little thermodynamics it can easily be seen why humans deceive each other and strive to take
each other to the financial cleaners. It is in these gaps of knowledge where some of the greatest gains and losses are made. For instance, the immature and gung-ho conscript often loses their life based upon gaining revenge against “evil despots” and “throwing babies out of incubators”, lies
concocted by corporate interests that stand to gain from the gap in knowledge. If someone has filled their brains with beliefs about “good and honest humans”, then they are defenseless against this exploitation. Likewise, certain gaps in knowledge may be cultivated so that individuals may
be taken advantage of throughout their lives (like withholding information about the nature of interest and banking). I hope people won’t be too surprised by the evolving failure of human financial systems and the earth’s ecosystem but since society has turned them mostly into functioning
components of technological cells it is almost certain they will be devastated by the reality that will soon greet them.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3347222/
Reply
jackert said:
January 7, 2019 at 1:47 pm
Apologies for the easy grab from wikipedia’s article on Free energy principle but I figured that this would fit for you and how you write about technological, tool and symbological human-ape cells:
“Friston added a second way to minimization (of surprise): action. By actively changing the world into the expected state, systems can also minimize the free energy of the system.”
Thank you for posting the research article and opening me to this new consideration. It will also allow me to consider how, by not easily being “surprised” by human-ape behavior, constructs and projects, I can reflect on where I’ve “hit” in my life (easily discarding
religion/mythology, easily accepting the viral nature of human-apes) and where I’ve “missed” (denial of near-future monetary debt).
Reply
jackert said:
January 7, 2019 at 1:48 pm
Edit: I forgot to add: the quote reminds me of Hegelian humanism.
Reply
jackert said:
January 7, 2019 at 2:11 pm
Another quote (from James’ link) worth examining, with consideration of terror management, Zapffe’s defense mechanisms, Varki/Brower’s theory of mind:
“It seems to me that the claim that the free-energy principle “prescribes” the nature of biological agents may be heard in two distinct ways, then. In the first (I think incorrect) way, it would mean that everything about the agent here-and-now can be explained by
considering the ways in which its structure is such as to minimize (over multiple time scales) free energy in its exchanges with the environment. In the second (I think correct) way it would mean that everything about the agent has been selected under the constraints of
free-energy minimization, working alongside a swathe of contingent influences.”
Thanks again James, this has me thinking (naively, or not).
Reply
james said:
January 7, 2019 at 6:25 pm
You’re welcome.
It’s a pretty interesting concept. What if biological cells exist to make the work environment (for RNA, DNA, proteins) fully predictable with spatial relations and chemical gradients optimized? What if another RNA (humans) came along that wanted to make its
work environment fully predictable? But the built and structured environment can only extend so far and beyond the membrane or wall is a less predictable environment. If a human were the built structure or conduit under consideration, the sensorium (senses)
would sense the environment and create greater predictability by building a model of the environment with neurons, the analog world. The greatest predictability is to build an enclosed environment and the next best thing is to have a brain with an analog world.
Inside built environment (most predictable), outside sensed environment is less predictable but the brain is doing the next best thing, building an analog world. The certainty of structure can only go so far and not encompass all of the environment, but the brain can
survey the environment and create greater predictability through learning.
Humans have created a built environment or technological cells which give a certain predictability (light, temperature, furniture, bathrooms, production lines and so on) to the technological work environment. The outside is monitored, watched and modeled with
satellites and various types of sensors as done with the sensorium and brain. Even greater predictability regarding the environment may be sought with artificial intelligence but it may never get off the ground completely for lack of free energy.
Reply
jackert said:
January 7, 2019 at 8:06 pm
“Even greater predictability regarding the environment may be sought with artificial intelligence but it may never get off the ground completely for lack of free energy.”
Well said. As we desire to create more predictable behaviors and environments, we coincidentally lose the spontaneity necessary for new potentials. I’m not an advocate for A.I./Transhumanism, but an interesting point nonetheless.
I don’t think it’s any wonder how here in the U.S. everything has been reduced to the same “cell structure,” whether it be the self-same asphalt/shopping center or the hyperreal reality. Security, prediction, security, prediction… Obviously not a new
observation, just seen in this different light.
Reply

23.

Apneaman said:
January 6, 2019 at 1:47 pm
I have George Carlin’s Brain Droppings (1997) as one of my 4-5 bathroom books, the kind you can open anywhere, and I was reading the preface and was struck by how similar his view of the world and humans was to what mine has morphed into.
“…concerning the “big world,” let me say a few things.
I’m happy to tell you there is very little in this world that I believe in. Listening to the comedians who comment on political, social, and cultural issues, I notice most of their material reflects an underlying belief that somehow things were better once and that with just a little effort we could
set them right again. They’re looking for solutions, and rooting for particular results, and I think that necessarily limits the tone and substance of what they say. They’re talented and funny people, but they’re nothing more than cheerleaders attached to a specific, wished-for outcome.
I don’t feel so confined. I frankly don’t give a fuck how it all turns out in this country—or anywhere else, for that matter. I think the human game was up a long time ago (when the high priests and traders took over), and now we’re just playing out the string. And that is, of course, precisely
what I find so amusing: the slow circling of the drain by a once promising species, and the sappy, ever-more-desperate belief in this country that there is actually some sort of “American Dream, “ which has merely been misplaced.
The decay and disintegration of this culture is astonishingly amusing if you are emotionally detached from it. I have always viewed it from a safe distance, knowing I don’t belong; it doesn’t include me, it never has. Now matter how you care to define it, I do not identify with the local group.
Planet, species, race, nation, state, religion, party, union, club, association, neighborhood improvement committee; I have no interest in any of it. I love and treasure individuals as I meet them, I loathe and despise the groups they identify with and belong to.
So, if you read something in this book that sounds like advocacy of a particular political point of view, please reject the notion. My interest in “issues” is merely to point out how badly we’re doing, not to suggest a way we might do better. Don’t confuse me with those who cling to hope. I
enjoy describing how things are, I have no interest how they “ought to be.” And I certainly have no interest in fixing them. I sincerely believe that if you think there’s a solution, you’re part of the problem. My motto: Fuck Hope!
P.S. Lest you wonder, personally, I am a joyful individual with a long, happy marriage and a close and loving family. My career has turned out better than I ever dreamed, and it continues to expand. I am a personal optimist but a skeptic about all else. What may sound to some like anger is
really nothing more than sympathetic contempt. I view my species with a combination of wonder and pity, and I root for its destruction. And please don’t confuse my point of view with cynicism; the real cynics are the ones who tell you everything’s gonna be all right.
P.P.S. By the way, if, by some chance, you folks do manage to straighten things out and make everything better, I still don’t wish to be included.”
I think the human game was up when they evolved behavioral modernity.
Reply
james said:
January 6, 2019 at 2:29 pm
I’ll have to get that book. The games not over until equilibrium is achieved. Until then we have lots of inter-tribal and intra-tribal deceit, burning, stealing, shooting and generalized destruction. Should pick up speed though since everyone in the over-populated world wants to play to
insure their genes make it to the next generation, thermodynamics forbid. And just as the the great “EQUILIBRIUM” stamp is ready to make its imprint, green shoots will emerge from the depleted soil and the game will go on for some.
Reply
gwb said:
January 6, 2019 at 10:53 pm
… and the government and the financial system will be there to make sure everybody follows the rules, all the way down.
Reply
james said:
January 7, 2019 at 2:00 am
The rules say that structures require energy and there’s not enough to go around. The common RNA will be told to work hard, buy war bonds, make sacrifices and pay their increasingly burdensome taxes so that Old Man America with terminal cancer can throw one last
punch at the new tumor-laden patron at the world buffet – name soon to be changed to China Buffet.
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 7, 2019 at 7:29 pm
Guffaw – Guffaw
Reply
Cynic said:
January 7, 2019 at 8:46 am
I was greatly amused by the two tribes described by Diamond: one tribe had the habit of inviting their neighbours to a feast,and then slaughtering them.
But not every time; they did it randomly. (Or was there a logic in it that Diamond missed?)
So their neighbours used to go to the feasts, on the basis that they were so good, and needn’t necessarily end in death, that it was worth the risk.
O Man! How like an angel! How like a dumb f….k! (Apologies to the Bard).
Reply
james said:
January 7, 2019 at 6:27 pm
Those must have been feasts to die for.
Reply
Cynic said:
January 8, 2019 at 1:53 pm
Like a dog when you offer a treat having set an obvious ‘trap’: it can see the trap – as intended – and then so transparently weighs up whether or not to go for the treat.
Of course, it always does.
But those tribesmen, such old souls, so wise……… 🙂
Reply

24.

Apneaman said:
January 6, 2019 at 3:27 pm
Here is the audio version.
George Carlin Reading His Book:”Brain Droppings”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uf2QgFqOwsc
Reply
james said:
January 7, 2019 at 2:30 am
“The West Coast experience is soft and peripheral while New York is hard and concentrated. California is a small woman saying, ‘Fuck me.’ New York is a large man saying, ‘Fuck you!”
And then he was gone, just like we’ll be gone after having these dialogues on the ridiculous circumstance of being a part of all this and nothing will have changed. It will just wind down with a whimper here and a bang there until all is quiet again.
For instance, whatever part of my brain that runs my body though the day just can’t get it that the microwave blew its fuse and water for coffee is now being heated on the stove. First thing, I put a pan of water on the stove. Next I put some instant coffee and sugar in a cup and put the
cup under the kitchen faucet and fill it up. I’ve been doing that for thirty years with the same microwave and I’m so well trained, I can’t prevent myself from putting tap water in the cup even though the water is now heating on the stove. I end up having to dump the water on the stove
and replace it with the cold coffee from the cup and heat it on the stove. Most of people’s lives are like this, routines and running on automatic without a thought in their heads except for beliefs planted there by propagandists. People are well-trained and even though circumstances
may change, their brains may not – ever. We’ll continue burning fossil fuels and try to grow all the way to the end like the automatons we are.
Reply
Cynic said:
January 7, 2019 at 8:51 am
Only after training a bird dog from a puppy did I come to understand the elements on my ‘human’ nature, and its supposed, often entirely fictional, autonomy and ‘free will’.
Reply
james said:
January 7, 2019 at 9:06 am
Yes, I did it again this morning just hours after writing about my coffee algorithm.
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 7, 2019 at 3:13 pm
Those algorithms-habits-routines-heuristics-rituals can go either way. Harmless like the morning coffee ritual or highly destructive. Addicts are the worst. 12 steps & ‘will power’ are all but useless. The true first step for me was learning all about these processes and
creating replacement routines. So I became a weight lifter monkey. Ok, it was still the same obsessive like behaviour, but I never got another DWI, or smashed up another car or got fired for blowing shifts without phoning in because I was out on another 5 day
blackout bender. I did spend/waste almost as much money on supplements, gym fees and assort accoutrements, most of which were completely unnecessary. Perhaps model trains or stamp collecting would have been a better choice since about 3 years into married
life I was getting fat & puffy again.
Successful capitalists all run strict algorithms & heuristics – privatize the profits, socialize the costs. No weighty decisions involved and no costly negative consequences to them unless they are around for the endtimes – right around the corner.
Even the overlords who do manage to make it to their deluxe bunker-tombs ahead of the mob are doomed to a living death for their remaining time. Think about what really motivates these people. The money is just the score card, it’s the competition with their
peers, power, prestige, envy of the masses and ceaseless deifying of them by the sycophant press that they live for. Methinks most of them will off themselves in their bunker-tombs 5 minutes after they realize that their purpose is gone – POOF! – and never coming
back.
Reply
james said:
January 7, 2019 at 6:48 pm
It’s hard to notice that there’s a mute subconscious running much of your life and that it is the greater part of you.
Sometimes the parameter of success is number of employees. My friend’s dad had 700 employees and I think felt pretty good about it. My dad probably maxed-out during his career with about fifty. I don’t have any – damn.
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 7, 2019 at 7:43 pm
I’ve been a foreman and crew supervisor for upwards of 15 men and hired 1 or 2 guys for bigger contracting jobs when I had my own gig. No like. I could have easily built a 6 – 10 person contracting company in Atlanta with all the connections I made
through my ex wife’s semi affluent family, but I just ain’t that ambitious and running your own business is like having 2 full time jobs.
Reply
james said:
January 7, 2019 at 8:32 pm
The system wants you to convert gradient to conduit and waste, faster and faster to skim a little more profit. Whatever. Life is short and you don’t get a second run. I would rather know what’s going on instead of mindlessly struggling for rewards,
most of which some rat is likely to take from you before it can be converted into opioids. Also the small matter that it’s all going to collapse and all achievements will be lost. But everyone wants one cell to become two, two cells to become four,
four cells to become eight………. and before you know it, you’re rich – I mean dead.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 8, 2019 at 3:00 am
Well, you do have those thousands of energy slaves…
Reply
Cynic said:
January 8, 2019 at 1:47 pm
Just trying to take away more tokens fro the casino table than one’s neighbours: as if the Grim Reaper will be counting.
I left a very wealthy man -depressed at not having made ‘enough’ – speechless when I suggested that, as there can only be one Richest Person in the World, and it was not going to be them, gaining even more was nothing to get worked up about, and being on
a lower rung was just inevitable and an irrational cause of discontent.
Later life has proved they didn’t get the point – no surprise.
As a child, they stole cash from their parents to satisfy the acquisitive urge with …..Jesus stickers. 🙂
Reply

25.

james said:
January 8, 2019 at 6:42 am
As soon as you are hoisted to the top of the energy pyramid, you can see everything – right before the entire pyramid collapses. New World Order indeed.
New World Disorder
Ouch! Somebody put me eye out.
Reply
Cynic said:
January 8, 2019 at 1:37 pm
The first civilization to be able to represent its own collapse to itself in maps, graphs, charts, animated projections, learned or BS papers, conferences and symposia, etc, etc.
And, for all that, the process is quite as unstoppable and as unintelligible to the incurious masses as any previous collapse.
Is that a ‘demon’ in your head, or advanced syphilis? No matter, the end is the same whatever your understanding of the matter might be.
Reply
james said:
January 8, 2019 at 4:09 pm
Yes. The pyramid creates a population of highly-trained and complex brains that cannot reach the lower levels of the pyramid. They refuse to believe the high priests of doom and continue trying to enlarge the pyramid. Therefore it’s probably time for the priests to put up the
“gone fishin” sign and disappear into the desert or jungle.
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 9, 2019 at 10:23 am
The humans (Sumerians) of the first collapse were, like us, well aware that their system was heading for the cliff, but carried on regardless, just like us. These are the people that invented writing and a myriad of other firsts. They were neither stupid nor ignorant – just MPP
puppets as per universal law.
Environmental Disasters in the Cradles of Civilization
“The Sumerians developed a complex class system that included priests, rulers, a government bureaucracy, craft workers, merchants, laborers, soldiers, and peasants who worked the fields. The rulers organized major building projects in the cities. They constructed canals for a
large irrigation system that opened more land for growing food crops. The Sumerians also developed the world’s first writing system.
In the early 20th century, archaeologists in Mesopotamia puzzled over the barren desert that had once been a rich and powerful civilization. “What happened to Sumer?” they asked themselves.
Over the centuries, silt carried by the Tigris and Euphrates built up the stream beds. Eventually, the surrounding farmlands were below the level of the rivers. The Sumerians constructed levees to contain the rivers, which worked except during major floods.
The irrigated water went to the fields, where it often collected on the surface. The hot Mesopotamian sun evaporated the standing water and left behind layers of salt. The soil also became waterlogged in places. This caused the water table to rise, bringing more salt to the
surface. One clay tablet with Sumerian writing recorded that “the earth turned white.”
The only solution to this salt problem, called salinization, was for the Sumerians to leave the land unwatered and fallow for several seasons to allow the water table to fall. The scarce rains would then slowly draw the salt down below the soil cultivation zone.
The Sumerian farmers knew that leaving the land alone for a while was the right thing to do. But the rulers of Sumer had based their wealth and power on the skills and labor of an ever-growing population. Therefore, they ordered the farmers to continue irrigating and planting
the damaged land to produce more food.
Wheat is less tolerant of salt than barley. Based on clay tablet records, barley gradually replaced wheat in the Sumerian diet. Soon, the yields of barley and the other crops decreased steadily. The Sumerian people began to suffer from hunger, which led to malnutrition and
disease.
The shortsighted demands of the Sumerian rulers led to the collapse of their civilization. The rulers could no longer feed and pay for large armies. Peasant revolts and warfare among the Sumerian city-states erupted over control of remaining fertile farmlands. Finally, in 2370
B.C., the Akkadian Empire from the north conquered a weakened Sumer.
By 1800 B.C., agriculture in southern Mesopotamia had almost disappeared, leaving an impoverished people who lived on a desolate and poisoned land. The world’s first civilization had created a monumental environmental disaster.
Short-Term Gains and Long-Term Consequences
The pattern of shortsighted treatment of the environment continued in most of the other cradles of civilization. In the Indus River Valley of India, another rich society based on irrigation agriculture arose around 2300 B.C.
Once again, a vast irrigation system caused soil salinization. In addition, the people constructed their buildings with kiln-fired bricks. The kilns required huge amounts of wood to fuel the firing process. Within a few hundred years, the people had cleared the hillside forests,
causing severe erosion of the farmlands in the valley below. By 1900 B.C., the people of the Indus River Valley civilization had abandoned their once-impressive cities.
In China, farmers in the northern plains plowed the grasslands to plant millet, another grain crop. But wind and rain soon eroded the soil. Massive deforestation also added to the erosion disaster. For centuries afterward, silt from the erosion clogged Chinese rivers, causing
frequent destructive floods and the loss of millions of lives.
One of the major cradles of civilization avoided an environmental crisis for more than 7,000 years. Egypt’s Nile River floods annually, washing away any salt deposits and laying down new fertile soil. This natural cycle enabled Egyptian farmers to sustain high crop yields year
after year.”
http://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-18-4-a-environmental-disasters-in-the-cradles-of-civilization
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 9, 2019 at 11:32 am
The Akkadian Empire had a good 100 year or so run doing all the same shit until big shit hit in the form of extended drought resulting upheaval combined with many of the other usual suspects.
The climate refugees of the day headed for the wealthy population centers, like Ur, and remaining water sources.
The Amorites were herders and desperately needed water, but unlike farmers they can follow the water and they did.
In a bid to keep more of the Ammorites from overrunning their land and water resources the Akkad-Sumer king, Shu-Sin (Sargon the Great’s great-grandson) ordered a 111 mile wall to be built (1968 BC) between the Euphrates and the Tigris rivers – “Repeller of the
Ammorites”.
Build a wall to keep out the uncouth migrants and Make Akkad Great Again – MAGA.
Here is a quote from an inscription on a clay tablet from the city of Ur describing the Ammorites.
“a ravaging people with the instincts of a beast, a people who know not grain”
In the end the wall failed to stop the Mexicans Ammorites, Sargons dynasty fell and the Ammorites took over the region and founded the city of Babylon.
See, it all been done before. Only the scale is different this, the last, time.
Reply
Cynic said:
January 9, 2019 at 2:35 pm
Knowledge is often something that cannot be acted upon.
The first Sumerian state to have acted with ecological prudence would have been crushed by any neighbours with larger and better-fed (in the short-term) populations.
Much as, if the British had realised in around 1820 where industrial civilization was heading – our dreadful predicament – and abandoned it for old-fashioned agrarianism, they would have been absorbed by industrialising neighbours such as France.
Reply
Cynic said:
January 9, 2019 at 2:38 pm
Videos of Balkh, once ‘Mother of Cities’ in Central Asia, are worth contemplating for a while: vast piles of those clay bricks, in a near-desert.
Reply
james said:
January 9, 2019 at 5:15 pm
Reminds me of the Arthur Demarest conversation.
https://www.arthurdemarest.com/collapse-and-civilizations-today-2/
“And all these sayings about the future, they’re all laughable, show after show that’s just doing the same thing that the Maya and the Romans and everybody did. They just all think it’s going to go on forever, right.”
Reply

26.

dave said:
January 8, 2019 at 9:48 am
I thought that this was kinda interesting.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tixOyiR8B-8
i remember going to officer candidate school. one of the things that sticks in my mind is a lecture I attended. during that lecture, the presenter said something to the effect: “the primary duty of the officer corps is to protect the interests of the United States.”, something like that. I remember
sitting there thinking to myself, “no, the primary duty of the officer corps is to protect the interests of the officer corps.”, something like that. I didn’t say anything, of course. for whatever any of that is worth…
Reply
james said:
January 8, 2019 at 12:00 pm
Officer Candidate School, your gateway to the defense industry revolving door.
Manufactured consent or reality, to help you understand the world. Propaganda funded by taxpayers dollars.
There’s no doubt that dissipative tribes will murder and commit genocide in order to assure access to energy. The communist tribes could not be allowed to lock-up all that geography and potential energy and markets that were meant for the Western cancer style of capitalism. You
have to get the dopamine flowing in the RNA monkeys to get them to work hard for the rewards. That was missing a bit from the communist model. Judging from the low labor participation rate in the United States, there’s not much incentive to work unless you have to send a check
to the banker every month for letting you live in a techno-cell.
Reply
dave said:
January 9, 2019 at 4:29 pm
“Officer Candidate School, your gateway to the defense industry revolving door.”
yeah, that never really worked out for me.
Reply
james said:
January 9, 2019 at 4:52 pm
I would have done it if I didn’t have to be in the military.
Reply

27.

Apneaman said:
January 8, 2019 at 1:42 pm
Tell your constituents what they want to hear.
California Governor Newsom Vows ‘Sanctuary To All Who Seek It’ In Inauguration Speech
https://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2019/01/07/gavin-newsom-california-governor-2/amp/
What could possibly go wrong as the great unraveling quickens?
Progressive denial & delusion is as all encompassing as any dyed in the wool conservatard, climate denying, halfwit – contributing to the leap over the Seneca cliff.
Reply
james said:
January 8, 2019 at 4:23 pm
That was great. A jumping, emotional, meaningless power dance with Pelosi doing her power strut and another chiseled figurehead for the mindless masses. Indeed it is time to retreat from any effort to forestall absolute calamity.
Reply

28.

james said:
January 9, 2019 at 8:52 am
I used to think that “time” was all now, that the past and present didn’t exist. I now believe that now, past and present don’t exist, at least not in the commonly perceived way. “Now” is always an approximation made by the brain based upon past trends and behaviors and as with the
Heisenberg Uncertainty Principle the very act of trying to capture a position or state of “now” is impossible. The thermodynamic expansion never stops and does not allow the existence of a “now”. Likewise, the anticipated future is simply a statistical probability derived from past
observations. At least that’s the way it seems “now”.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 9, 2019 at 7:59 pm
Do you think that there is an over-riding “always”, instead?
—I think any human’s “anticipated future” is going to be colored, yes, by our past experiences and current assumptions. But I think there are also real and concrete future trajectories and outcomes which are just as unavoidable as they may be “unpredictable” by humans.. it’s only that
we cannot wholly imagine them based on our imperfect sensory/processing organs. Because I cannot hear some of what bats are saying, doesn’t mean they aren’t talking.
An omniscient entity (as some gods are posited to be) would be able to see all and thus know the outcome with precision. For my money, it’s indeed all there to be “read”, if we only understood the language.
—About the thermodynamic expansion and “now”: The trajectory I perceived ten years ago seems to be unfolding [wait for it] …. faster than expected! When the rate of accelerating change is itself accelerating, small shifts in time comport large contextual differences.
However brief and impermanent any concept of a “now” has always been—being bounded by an immediate future and an immediate past—it’s going to go on to seem increasingly unstable. That’s the only way I can interpret the situation at the moment. I mean, “now”. I mean, a
minute ago!
Reply
james said:
January 10, 2019 at 2:41 am
All we have to go by are impressions from the past and the way these interact with waking observations. Someone more scientific would develop data points and do some trend analysis to read the future. Even more people would ask a palm reader or place a bet on their “hunch”
in Vegas. Now trading computers are trying to outguess what each other will do in the next millisecond. Someone like Arthur Demarest or Dennis Meadows don’t have any problem making projections, eliminating uncertainty, based upon their knowledge and trend analysis. The
average person would rather use denial or motivated reasoning to arrive at a more pleasing outcome.
Time is a flow. If it stops flowing(thermodynamic expansion) then time also stops. All of our movements are a part of thermodynamic expansion. The human brain approximates a “now” based upon stimuli coming into the brain and with inputs from memory. The flow is
spreading out and slowing with the human RNA. It’s been diluted worldwide over too many people and cells so that metabolic reactions or exchanges can no longer be afforded. Besides that, more energy is being diverted into finding, processing and distributing fuel. Many
people can’t afford to buy food, keep the electric on and drive to work, it’s breaking down and the more it breaks down, the more economies of scale go out the window and businesses go bankrupt.
Either Trump has a great gut feeling or someone is advising him that the “Wall” must be built now because soon, with greatly increased deprivation, most of Central and South America will look like Venezuela and there won’t be any other place to go. Likewise, he’s trying to
renegotiate trade deals to keep the United States economy alive. But as the gruel grows thin, rebellion will be in the air. Electing Trump was an act of rebellion against the deep state and globalism, which apparently is too stupid to realize that you can’t spread the energy beyond
a point where the metabolic necessities of the common RNA are not met. Motivated reasoning by the deep state. They’re going have a New World Disorder. This story from the Arctic News Blogspot http://arctic-news.blogspot.com/ is probably a little aggressive but even
though the timing may be more extended, the sequence of events is likely. The metabolic connections in the economy and the ecosystem will unravel and the unraveling will be punctuated by warfare, rebellion, genocide, and nuclear accidents. If any government shows signs of
preparation for such an event, the cat is out of the bag, financial obligations are renege-on and collapse ensues. I imagine that at some point, everything that is owned by individuals will become property of the state which will be hard pressed to keep people alive through
redistribution and metabolic simplifications of various kinds. Without government we’ll get a “might makes right” solution. Those with the guns will control who gets what. Humans aren’t too smart, they can build tools, communication and distribution systems, but then again
so can cells and that never stopped cells from going into overshoot as they greedily consume everything in sight to get a reproductive edge over their competitors.
Reply
Cynic said:
January 10, 2019 at 6:55 am
Exactly: the vested interests thought they could get away with telling the masses:
‘Your sense of entitlement needs to go!’ (But what’s ours is ours’)
Not a great political strategy.
The masses will not interpret a groaning stomach and shivering limbs as ‘entitlement’ and say ‘Hey, we just expected too much!’
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 10, 2019 at 11:25 pm
Funny that in my neck of the woods, though, they are falling all over each other to welcome “migrants” no matter how criminal they be.. in fact the more dysfunctional, the better, poor lambs…
I’m not seeing any “reproductive edge” in this strategy.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 11, 2019 at 3:39 pm
(Although, in the larger scheme of things, more aggressive individuals may well be the “most fit” for the emerging situation.)
Reply
james said:
January 12, 2019 at 1:18 am
Sharing is a nice sentiment until individual income falls below a Minimum Operating Level (MOL) and then it’s time to “throw them out.”
Reply

29.

james said:
January 9, 2019 at 5:31 pm
Do you think there’s any motivated reasoning in our society?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4RLfVxTGH4
Reply

30.

dave said:
January 10, 2019 at 7:46 am
I guess that octopi are also real good at the chameleon/camouflage thing.
https://i.redd.it/wxcmczlzci921.jpg
I wonder if they worry about things. like now and then and when, that kind of thing. I also think that there is no “now”. the past and future are products of our imaginations. some might have better, more accurate, imaginations than others. I guess.
Reply
james said:
January 12, 2019 at 1:21 am
If the octopi had a well-developed analog mind, they would never mate. Maybe the female is the smart one.
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/octopus-chronicles/female-octopus-strangles-mate-then-eats-him/
Reply
Cynic said:
January 12, 2019 at 7:27 am
One of the Ptolemy queens did that: mated and then had the unsatisfactory husband done away with after a few weeks.
The next one up -he wasn’t forced either – passed muster and lived.
Other females, of our day, take decades to accomplish the same end, of course……
Reply
james said:
January 12, 2019 at 9:30 am
Yes. It’s nature’s way.
Reply

31.

dave said:
January 12, 2019 at 9:54 am
“Other females, of our day, take decades to accomplish the same end, of course……”
and call it ‘love’ no less.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 12, 2019 at 4:26 pm
You can always join the growing MGTOW movement!
(another interesting social phenom.)
I wonder if the MGTOWs are aware at some subconscious level of the energetical game coming to an end.
Reply
james said:
January 12, 2019 at 4:38 pm
I had to look-up MGTOW (Men Going Their Own Way.)
It might be best. Child-support based upon living standards of the past are going to be very hard to fulfill in the future. But it’s hard to escape the natural reproductive programming.
Reply
dave said:
January 13, 2019 at 9:06 am
MGTOW
yeah, I wasn’t familiar with that acronym either. I guess that I have done that, gone my own way, in many ways. I live a pretty isolated existence, which may change soon. (what is life, if not a series of loosely linked vignettes?) there is a woman who I refer to as my “girlfriend”.
which, seeing that she’s 60 and i’m 62, kind of annoys her. but i’m not sure what it is that I should call her. I think she wants me to call her my “wife”. which, with all the baggage that goes along with that word, I refuse to do, of course. she lives 500 miles away.
there are a lot of redundant males, always have been, always will be.
Reply

32.

dave said:
January 12, 2019 at 10:01 am
the race to the bottom continues; maybe heating up? maximizing entropy, while minimizing resource consumption, also known as efficiency. the holy grail of capitalism, I guess.
https://newrepublic.com/article/152836/elwood-illinois-pop-2200-become-vital-hub-americas-consumer-economy-its-hell
Reply
james said:
January 12, 2019 at 2:16 pm
The goal of civilization is not to make people’s lives better. People are the RNA in the cells to be trained, mentally-corralled and worked at the least possible cost in order to be competitive militarily and in making profits and growth. If a competitor can undercut you on wages, let’s
say China, then you must do it too just to remain alive or substitute some robotics. The few people in “control” get paid first, on a different scale. The remainder of the workforce are to be worked as hard as possible for as little as possible until the minimum operating level is reached
and people can’t make ends meet. Efficiency is good and means you can make more conduit per unit energy flow.
People wonder why it should be this way and try to understand it with their social brains – the rich are taking too much. They should come to realize that as a molecule in a cell they’re not humans, they’re factors of production in ubiquitous competitions for efficiency and low-cost in
the age-old thermodynamic goal of reproduction and growth. People are production fodder for the technological cells.
Reply

33.

Apneaman said:
January 12, 2019 at 1:51 pm
Gasoline and Fertility
We consume unlike any other.
“But in the most developed countries, our average per capita energy use is on the order of 10,000 watts, or 100 times greater than what we need biologically. The total energy usage of an average person in the U.S., Canada, the Eurozone or Japan is equivalent to the biological metabolic rate
of a hypothetical 30-ton primate.”
http://nautil.us/issue/1/what-makes-you-so-special/gasoline-and-fertility
Reply
james said:
January 12, 2019 at 4:25 pm
The 30-ton primate, maybe that’s in evolution’s future. The whale-ape.
“The surprising bit is that birth rates across countries vary in almost exactly the same fashion, and with about the same slope. The higher the level of economic development and total energy usage, the fewer babies are produced per year (this is also shown in Figure 1). Our nonbiological energy use appears to affect our birth rate the same way that biological energy use affects the birth rate of other primates.”
IMO, the lessening of birth rate is associated with women being converted from humans into RNA working in cells. Their job is no longer “mother”, it’s some other job description. The birth rate in the United States has hit a thirty year low, but it’s not because of all that exergy (goes
up because of working in technological metabolism.) It’s because women don’t like the idea of trying to raise kids on slave wages in a toxic environment (autism?) and maybe the fact that earth might not be too hospitable in the near future.
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/american-birth-rate-plummets-to-30-year-low
Reply
dave said:
January 13, 2019 at 8:40 am
“IMO, the lessening of birth rate is associated with women being converted from humans into RNA working in cells. Their job is no longer “mother”, it’s some other job description.”
women working, women using more energy, making more entropy, kind of amounts to the same thing. I guess.
Reply

34.

Apneaman said:
January 13, 2019 at 3:41 am
A Real Shapeshifter – The Mimic Octopus
https://youtu.be/ybG6L2w1gUk
Reply
james said:
January 13, 2019 at 7:19 am
Human mimics don’t come close.
elvis
Elvis mimic with female octopi.
After mating, the male’s penis arm falls off and then he dies. The female will lay eggs, guard them until they hatch and then die. That’s similar to humans too except we have to stick around to impart our cultural traditions from the book of wisdom – “How to Grow a Cancer for
Dummies.”
Reply

35.

james said:
January 13, 2019 at 8:06 am
Here’s a good example of people living near the minimum operating level of income. Stop a single paycheck and the metabolism starts grinding to a halt. I’m sure Bank of America will have pity after they miss two mortgage payments. Oh, I forgot, they’re just a couple of nameless, faceless
RNA to be milked until dead, just like the rest of the planet.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JI2Fn-SHav8
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 13, 2019 at 9:21 pm
Federal workers earn 17% more on average than those with equivalent education levels in the private sector, I recently read.
Reply

36.

dave said:
January 13, 2019 at 9:51 am
discretionary spending by teenage girls, and liz taylor of course, have resulted in many great things.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmCA3qQkqso
Reply
james said:
January 13, 2019 at 10:27 am
I couldn’t watch too much of that. Cheap tricks for limbic dopamine circuits. But I can’t blame them, they’re not all that conscious. Powerful figures tend to be mesmerizing, like Hitler who was adored by many.
https://www.express.co.uk/expressyourself/174585/Worshipped-by-women-royalty-and-tycoons-Hitler-WAS-thought-cool
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 13, 2019 at 11:28 am
Rhythmic bonding rituals for cancer monkeys.
“Endorphins (and the endogenous opioid system (EOS) in general) are involved in social bonding across primate species, and are associated with a number of human social behaviors (e.g., laughter, synchronized sports), as well as musical activities (e.g., singing and dancing).”
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4179700/
Reply
james said:
January 13, 2019 at 1:39 pm
THC receptor. That’s why all of those hippies at the rock concerts were smoking joints – amplify the bliss. Even though Kentucky has fallen to number three in production, behind California and Tennessee, I’m already planning a chain of kiosks called “Easter Island Tokes” to
help people depersonalize, derealize and meet their fate with smiles on their faces. (Kentucky has not even legalized medical marijuana, perhaps because of the bourbon industry, the number one anesthetic in the state. Perhaps they will now outlaw running long distances.)
“According to a 2015 study on mice, what might be behind these feelings instead is a neurotransmitter called anandamide, an endocannabinoid that, along with endorphins, is released into your blood when you run. Since both chemicals are also released in mice when they run,
the study was done with mice that ran on a wheel, using medications to block the effects of each chemical. When endorphins were blocked, there was no change in the symptoms of runner’s high like calm, pain tolerance, and sedation. However, when they blocked anandamide,
all the runner’s high signs went away. Thus, the researchers found that cannabinoid receptors, and specifically the release of anandamide, may be the key to the feelings behind a runner’s high.
The bottom line is that it may be a while before scientists figure out exactly which chemicals are responsible for a runner’s high, but research increasingly points to endocannabinoids rather than endorphins.”
https://www.verywellfit.com/what-are-endorphins-3120346
https://www.runnersworld.com/news/a20841582/how-ultramarathoners-are-different/
http://reset.me/story/anandamide-putting-the-bliss-molecule-to-work-for-your-brain/
Reply
Cynic said:
January 13, 2019 at 3:34 pm
A Kentucky girlfriend assured me that the bourbon goes well with squirrel: ‘Mighty fine eatin’ was I believe the phrase she used.
Reply
james said:
January 13, 2019 at 8:16 pm
Only thing better is moonshine and opossum stew.
opossum
If things unfold as in Venezuela, it may become quite a delicacy.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EU9iRiDhh9o
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 14, 2019 at 12:54 pm
We have grave robbers too. We call them archaeologists.
Reply

37.

Anne said:
January 13, 2019 at 11:52 am
I’d like to subscribe by email to your blog. Is there a way or if not, can you add that? Thanks!
Reply
james said:
January 13, 2019 at 8:21 pm
I’ll look into that, it should be possible.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 13, 2019 at 9:28 pm
On the left hand side of the page, under the sidebar heading called “META”, you should see two links: one for “Entries RSS” and another for “Comments RSS”.
I haven’t used them, but if you can set up your email account for RSS feeds or use a feed reader of some sort, that might work for you.
Reply

38.

dave said:
January 16, 2019 at 8:40 am
I liked this one.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Skntv7m0sOk&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1nRFisdUG8E6rWJkTgqpy09D9gBtCoGsvfazk5GbrUJ4c5xnVD6VpQf-Y
Reply
james said:
January 16, 2019 at 11:57 am
What waste to be a complete slave to the competitions set-up by thermodynamics and evolution. Shot into existence like a ball in a pin-ball machine, bounced around, beat-up and then dropping from the scene. I also like this one: The Lie. Humans are telling themselves a huge lie
now, that civilization has a future. Just like a terminal cancer has a future.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9itDvBz80LQ
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 16, 2019 at 5:02 pm
Once you subtract the effort for survival and reproduction much of the rest of human efforts and time go towards lying to the self and others about what humans are and existence is.
The humans regularly spend up to a half billion dollars to tell a 90 minute story (movie) that celebrates the non existent human ‘spirit’ and other emotional fantasies. A good deal of story time is tribal justification and downplaying of the conquering & plundering of other tribes,
cause they are evil don’t cha know.
A Brief History of Romantic Love and Why It Kind of Sucks
https://markmanson.net/romantic-love
Reply
james said:
January 16, 2019 at 6:59 pm
I think the movie “Titanic” is very germane – so much romance, so little time. Perhaps the Chinese will make one called “Love in the Abandoned City” where lovers give everything to raise their social credit scores so that they may be honorably married and live
monitored ever after.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dkw15LkZ_Kw
We are already inhabiting a necrotopia where the narrative of a gleaming tech growth future stands starkly in contrast to the reality of a dying planet.
Evangelicals visits Saudi Arabia shortly after the murder of Khashoggi.
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/11/saudi-khashoggi-evangelicals/575509/
“Samuel: Do you believe MbS when he says he didn’t authorize the murder?
Moore: I’m choosing not to have an opinion on that, because I’m focused on other things. My focus is on the long game, on the long-term status of religious freedom in the region. It’s not that I’m not disgusted by the whole thing, but … my choice is to take at face value
what the Saudis are saying, and focus on the area that I can actually have an impact on.
I’m very much a realist in this way: I’m a religious freedom advocate. That’s the only thing I am.”
In other words, “If I can get a few Christian churches in here, I’m willing to overlook a little heinous murder.” Someone should give him one of those WWJD bracelets and while they’re at it, give one to MBS, I’m sure he would wear it proudly.
Reply

39.

james said:
January 16, 2019 at 12:01 pm
I’m always looking for reasons why the trees, insects and phytoplankton are dying. Is it UVB and UVC?
http://www.nuclearplanet.com/uvc2.pdf
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 17, 2019 at 3:10 am
Ozone is the main culprit in tree death, according to this investigator:
http://witsendnj.blogspot.com/p/basic-premise.html
We really have to think, not only about ozone, but about all the changes in atmospheric chemistry. While it might not mean much to a human to have the percentage of CO2 double, or the amount of methane triple.. to other beings this very well could be drastic or fatal.
Then there are all the various increased amt.s of man-made radiation.. They say cell phones and xG and Fukushima meltdowns aren’t an issue.. of course they wouldn’t.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 17, 2019 at 3:55 am
From what I have heard, phytoplankton are hurting because of ocean acidification and, in some cases, de-oxygenation. But UV could certainly be a factor.
I know when I go out these days, winter or summer, I feel the sun “beating” down in a way I never experienced when I was younger.
Reply
james said:
January 17, 2019 at 6:42 am
It seems the above study has been debunked here:
https://www.metabunk.org/debunked-deadly-ultraviolet-uv-c-and-uv-b-penetration-to-earth%E2%80%99s-surface-stray-light.t9627/
But as you say, you must wonder about the confluence of stressors that work upon these organisms.
This satellite map gives you an idea regarding UV worldwide.
http://www.temis.nl/uvradiation/UVindex.html
Interesting article on highest UV reading and what might have caused it.
https://www.livescience.com/46701-andes-highest-uv-index-measured.html
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 17, 2019 at 3:05 pm
I am not well studied enough on the topic to have a firm opinion, so much cancer, so little time, but I ran across this related explainer yesterday on reddit.
Going to extremes: UV radiation is on the way up
“The combination of a thinning ozone layer and farming practices in India may add up to more days of extreme ultraviolet radiation across Australia.
A Sun-Herald analysis of daily UV index readings since 1997 in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane found the number of days when ultraviolet radiation reached or passed extreme levels had risen slightly.
The amount of UV that hits Australia is influenced by fluctuations in cloud cover, ozone levels and the solar cycle.
In Sydney, four of the 10 highest UV index days since 1996 have been recorded since December 2016.
While the ozone layer is recovering over the poles, it is thinning in mid-latitudes from Russia to the Southern Ocean below Australia, a study published last month in the journal Atmospheric Chemistry and Physics found.
“Decreases in ozone are less than we saw at the poles before the Montreal Protocol was enacted [in 1987], but UV radiation is more intense in these regions and more people live there,” said report co-author Joanna Haigh, from Imperial College London.
The weather bureau studied UV radiation in Australia between 1959 and 2009 and found an annual increase of 2 to 6 per cent since the 1990s, above a 1970-80 baseline. The bureau found these changes were related to ozone depletion.
Associate Professor Clare Murphy, from the school of chemistry at Wollongong University, said ozone trends were not fully understood.
“The largest factor involved in mid-latitude ozone depletion is the nitrogen cycle, which operates by nitrous oxide turning into reactive nitrogen in the stratosphere,” Dr Murphy said.
Nitrogen fertiliser is converted into nitrous oxide by soil microbes, creating a stable greenhouse gas that can reach the stratosphere, where the ozone layer protects the earth from most of the sun’s UV radiation,” she said. “However, once in the stratosphere, nitrous oxide is
broken down by high energy radiation from the sun to become reactive nitrogen, which can deplete ozone.”
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/weather/going-to-extremes-uv-radiation-is-on-the-way-up-20180308-p4z3cp.html
Does it even matter? The CO2 et al banquet of consequences from runaway breeding are more than enough to end the humans. There is no one, scientist or lay person, who can know all the variables let alone any scientific analysis that has incorporated all of it. Every
week we get another faster than expected report (observation & instrumentation) on some phenomena that shows it has already progressed to a point their earlier model projections predicted would not happen until 2100 or later. In over our heads on every count.
Reply
james said:
January 17, 2019 at 5:00 pm
And I wonder if people will resent having spent billions and billions on universities and data farms and super-computers and not a single person could inform them of their cancerous ways or their RNA functioning and how they should get a grip on their appetites
and………………..
I figured this stuff out with some organic neurons, coffee, some education and the internet. Put it right in their faces and they still can’t stop or even devise some sort of plan for survival. But they can appropriate another billion dollars for another NSA computer farm
because it means “growth”. Malignant to the end. Into necrotopia we go.
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 17, 2019 at 8:47 pm
What’s another billion eh? Drop in the bucket.
U.S. Government Debt Bomb Much Higher Than Americans Realize – The total U.S. Federal debt is $21.97 trillion while U.S. Agency debt comes in at a whopping $9.26 trillion and State-Local Debt is $3.1 trillion: Thus, total outstanding U.S.
Government debt is a staggering $34.3 trillion
https://srsroccoreport.com/u-s-government-debt-bomb-much-higher-than-americans-realize/
The debt numbers are now like the numbers describing the increase in trapped energy from greenhouse gasses or distances in space travel – beyond most of the humans comprehension. Al Bartlett is exponentially turning over in his grave and will soon be
rotating at the speed of light.
Reply
james said:
January 17, 2019 at 8:51 pm
I guess a cancer always goes for broke. There isn’t much reason to save.
Reply
Cynic said:
January 19, 2019 at 2:06 pm
I tell people worried about savings, care fees etc not to trouble themselves.
They thank me for being ‘positive’, not realising that in fact I believe they, and I , will be dead long before all that.
Reply
james said:
January 19, 2019 at 6:39 pm
Even all of that saved paper will eventually burn. Digital entries will disappear even more quickly.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
January 17, 2019 at 10:07 pm
Ground level ozone is a another deep well of doom. It’s produced by industrial combustion (ie. there’s nothing we can do to stop it). Concentrations are rising. It’s toxic to all plant life. There’s good evidence that trees worldwide are sick and dying due to ground
level ozone. Might even be one of the reasons that insects are collapsing worldwide because plants are producing less food. Gail Zawacki has a done a lot of research and has tried to bring attention to this problem.
http://witsendnj.blogspot.com/p/basic-premise.html
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 17, 2019 at 11:28 pm
Yes Gail did Yeowoman’s work putting all the peer reviewed, her own observations and ‘unknown’ tree death dots together.
A now departed regular on Robert Scribby’s blog, David Lang was doing similar.
How many unstoppable Reverse Positive Self Reinforcing Feedback Loops are underway now?
Public Release: 17-Jan-2019
A study shows an increase of permafrost temperature at a global scale
Permafrost melting causes the release of carbon dioxide and methanePermafrost melting causes the release of carbon dioxide and methane, with its consequences, which speed up global warming
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2019-01/uob-ass011719.php?fbclid=IwAR3V_nEnUUm_8FiO5W1fVPmxl1jhXZKVc5bRW3Tn37XalP70HOc4MS5KsTM
Many dozens that are known. There is no model that incorporates them all and none know precisely how they feed and accelerate each other. It’s a fucking runaway monster and the humans pile on by the day.
Reply

40.

james said:
January 18, 2019 at 5:44 pm
Still trying to find some connections between UV rays and biosphere damage.
https://www.alliedacademies.org/articles/exposure-to-sun-rays-an-investigation-of-serum-micronutrient-status-in-wistar-rats.pdf
https://www.pnas.org/content/115/42/10532
Thiamine is not UV stable.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 18, 2019 at 7:59 pm
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/how-does-ultraviolet-ligh/
Thymine is quite different to thiamine.
They use UV light to disinfect drinking water (you can even buy these systems for your home).
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 18, 2019 at 8:02 pm
To save people from having to go to the link:
—Anne Rammelsberg, a chemistry professor at Millikin University, offers this explanation:
Ultraviolet (UV) light kills cells by damaging their DNA. The light initiates a reaction between two molecules of thymine, one of the bases that make up DNA. The resulting thymine dimer is very stable, but repair of this kind of DNA damage–usually by excising or removing the two
bases and filling in the gaps with new nucleotides–is fairly efficient. Even so, it breaks down when the damage is extensive.
spectrum of light ranges from the infrared at wavelengths longer than visible light to the ultraviolet at wavelengths shorter than visible light
SPECTRUM of light ranges from the infrared at wavelengths longer than visible light to the ultraviolet at wavelengths shorter than visible light.
The longer the exposure to UV light, the more thymine dimers are formed in the DNA and the greater the risk of an incorrect repair or a “missed” dimer. If cellular processes are disrupted because of an incorrect repair or remaining damage, the cell cannot carry out its normal
functions. At this point, there are two possibilities, depending on the extent and location of the damage. If the damage is not too extensive, cancerous or precancerous cells are created from healthy cells. If it is widespread, the cell will die.
Bonnie K. Baxter, chair of the biology program at Westminster College of Salt Lake City, adds the following:
Basically, UV kills cells because of the accumulation of DNA damage. A gene product, called p53, is one of the responsible parties for slowing the cell cycle and checking for damage. If the damage is fixable, p53 sends in the repair machinery. If the damage is too extensive, it directs
the cell to apoptosis, or programmed cell death.
——–
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 18, 2019 at 8:04 pm
oops, sorry.. there is a stray caption in the text above.
Reply
james said:
January 19, 2019 at 3:51 am
It can damage thymine and deplete thiamine, the double-T effect. There seem to be so many “giant mysteries” that our well-funded research establishments can’t get a grip on. Maybe the big house doesn’t want to spook the slaves on the plantation.
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/pubs/docs/lmh/Lmh49.pdf
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/40108686/ns/world_news-world_environment/t/sunburned-whales-ozone-hole-could-be-culprit/#.XEL_EmlOldj
http://articles.latimes.com/2012/aug/02/science/la-sci-fish-skin-cancer-20120802
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/feb/06/ozone-layer-not-recovering-over-populated-areas-scientists-warn
I have to categorize all of this under “cachexia” or a general deterioration of physiological conditions of the biosphere associated with damaging cytokines released by technological tumors.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 19, 2019 at 6:02 pm
Yes, it’s really like a patient suffering from multiple organ failure… all life processes are affected: respiration, circulation, nutrition, waste removal, cognition..
Reply
james said:
January 19, 2019 at 6:41 pm
Nothing seems fresh and bright and healthy any longer – even the people. There’s not a square inch around here that the cancer hasn’t been feeding on for quite a while.
Reply

41.

james said:
January 19, 2019 at 6:42 am
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/01/earth-magnetic-field-flip-north-south-poles-science/
“However, if the magnetic field gets substantially weaker and stays that way for an appreciable amount of time Earth will be less protected from the oodles of high-energy particles that are constantly flying around in space. This means that everything on the planet will be exposed to higher
levels of radiation, which over time could produce an increase in diseases like cancer, as well as harm delicate spacecraft and power grids on Earth.”
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2545465/Forget-global-warming-worry-MAGNETOSPHERE-Earths-magnetic-field-collapsing-affect-climate-wipe-power-grids.html
‘Radiation could be 3-5 times greater than that from the man-made ozone holes. Furthermore, the ozone holes would be larger and longer-lived,’ said Dr Colin Forsyth from the Mullard Space Science Laboratory at UCL
Reply

42.

dave said:
January 19, 2019 at 9:25 am
I have to guess that the “fountain” in the opening scene is pressurized gasoline.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtRZQUOn0T0&t=1s
Reply

43.

james said:
January 19, 2019 at 11:31 am
Looks like desperation to me. I wonder why Trump wants that wall pronto? The collapse following growth could be pretty steep as people dig-up and tear-down whatever might be of little value in the formerly vigorous infrastructure.
Reply
dave said:
January 21, 2019 at 8:20 am
desperation, greed, stupidity… you have to be kinda pretty stupid to go play with a high pressure mist of gasoline. unless you’re desperate, I guess.
Reply

44.

Apneaman said:
January 19, 2019 at 11:06 pm
Lait Stage Industrial Civ — How Sweet It Is
Massive Milk Chocolate Spill Leaves German Road Enrobed in Chocolate
A leaky tank valve at a chocolate factory left a large chunk of road impassable, but delicious.
“The street remained closed for nearly two hours while approximately 25 firemen and a handful DreiMeister employees cleaned the street with hot water, a roofing torch, shovels, and “Muskelkraft” (German for elbow grease).”
https://munchies.vice.com/en_us/article/j5zk9k/storage-tank-spill-in-germany-leaves-roads-chocolate-coated
…….
Arizona – Tanker Truck Accident Unleashes ‘River of Chocolate’ on Busy Highway
“The vehicle was transporting close to 3,500 gallons (equivalent to about 40,000 pounds) of melty chocolate when it crashed and rolled over, spilling it’s delicious cargo out onto the pavement”
https://www.thrillist.com/news/nation/truck-spills-liquid-chocolate-on-arizona-highway
……
Liquid chocolate spill from truck accident leaves Polish highway a sticky mess
https://globalnews.ca/video/4196940/liquid-chocolate-spill-from-truck-accident-leaves-polish-highway-a-sticky-mess
Reply
james said:
January 20, 2019 at 10:45 am
These are crimes against humankind and should be brought before the Hague.
Reply

45.

Apneaman said:
January 20, 2019 at 1:13 am
Some aware readers on reddit have been doing some different dot connecting on thiamine’s connection to biosphere collapse.
“See below journal article (The Nutritional Value of Edible Insects; by Bukkens SGF) from 1997 measuring the nutritional content of many insects – not surprisingly, they contain a decent amount of thiamine (vitamin B1), which is necessary for carbohydrate metabolism/energy production.
(self.collapse)
submitted 9 hours ago by Shythe”
https://sci-hub.tw/10.1080/03670244.1997.9991521
“[–]Shythe
[S] 70 points 8 hours ago
Let me just clarify that this relates to the collapse of insect populations around the planet, and also the recent post about declining bird and fish populations as a result of (among other things) thiamine deficiency.”
“Mactham
19 points 8 hours ago
The relevant portion of the text is section VI and table VII, on pages 305 and 312-314 respectively.
It’s interesting to see how this might relate to the current issues with sea life; the values which I suppose would be relevant here are “lake fly cake” and “aquatic insect flour” which have roughly ten times the thiamine concentration of bread and a bit more than eggs, the piece’s standards of
comparison. Granted, these ingredients are processed but it’s within the range of the whole insects listed.
It makes me think of that article about how there have been massive declines in insect populations. I can certainly see how this might affect freshwater environments, but are there enough bugs in the ocean for this to be important? I associate them mainly with beaches…”
“MrVisible
[-1]/r/DoomsdayCult 3 points 2 hours ago
As /u/livinonthehook pointed out over on the DoomsdayCult sub, most harmful algal blooms eat vitamin B1 and B2 at an astounding rate:
Most harmful algal bloom species are vitamin B1 and B12 auxotrophs
Cellular quotas for vitamins suggest that, in some cases, HAB demands for vitamins may exhaust standing stocks of vitamins in hours to days. The sum of these findings demonstrates the potentially significant ecological role of B-vitamins in regulating the dynamics of HABs.
It seems there might be multiple causes for this catastrophe, none of them good.”
Most harmful algal bloom species are vitamin B1 and B12 auxotrophs
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2996436/
How deep does this rabbit hole go?
The B-1 Bomber
Reply
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Apneaman said:
January 20, 2019 at 1:27 am
There appears to be some modern human health issues with thiamine that are somewhat different than the thiamine deficiencies of yesteryear.
Thiamin Deficiency in People with Obesity
‘Abstract
Although obesity has been viewed traditionally as a disease of excess nutrition, evidence suggests that it may also be a disease of malnutrition. Specifically, thiamin deficiency was found in 15.5–29% of obese patients seeking bariatric surgery. It can present with vague signs and symptoms
and is often overlooked in patients without alcohol use disorders. This review explores the relatively new discovery of high rates of thiamin deficiency in certain populations of people with obesity, including the effects of thiamin deficiency and potential underlying mechanisms of deficiency
in people with obesity.’
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4352173/
..
The Role of Thiamin in High Calorie Malnutrition
http://austinpublishinggroup.com/nutrition-food-sciences/fulltext/ajnfs-v3-id1061.php
There’s a bunch more connections like dementia, fibromyalgia and chronic pain & fatigue syndrome, etc
Reply
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james said:
January 21, 2019 at 11:38 am
Guy McPherson’s curiosity is piqued.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCXWApyg6Vw&t=138s
Here is an EPA paper which is interesting.
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi/P100QR9E.PDF?Dockey=P100QR9E.PDF
Reply
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Apneaman said:
January 21, 2019 at 12:26 pm
Chris Hedges is my preferred ‘cult leader’. He got that olde tyme endtimes religion mojo.
Confronting the Culture of Death
“The issue before us is death. Not only our individual death, which is more imminent for some of us this morning than others, but our collective death. We have begun the sixth great mass extinction, driven by our 150-year binge on fossil fuel. The litany of grim statistics is not unfamiliar to
many of you. We are pouring greenhouse gases into the atmosphere at 10 times the rate of the mass extinction known as the Great Dying, which occurred 252 million years ago. The glaciers in Alaska alone are losing an estimated 75 billion tons of ice every year. The oceans, which absorb
over 90 percent of the excess heat trapped by greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, are warming and acidifying, melting the polar ice caps and resulting in rising sea levels and oxygen-starved ocean dead zones. We await a 50-gigaton burp, or “pulse,” of methane from thawing Arctic
permafrost on the east Siberian arctic shelf which will release about two-thirds of the total carbon dioxide pumped into the atmosphere since the beginning of the Industrial Era. Some 150 to 200 species of plant, insect, bird and mammal are going extinct every 24 hours, one thousand times
the “natural” or “background” rate. This pace of extinction is greater than anything the world has experienced since the disappearance of the dinosaurs 65 million years ago. Ultimately, feedback mechanisms will accelerate the devastation and there will be nothing we can do to halt
obliteration. Past mass extinctions on earth were characterized by abrupt warming of 6 to 7 degrees Celsius. We are barreling toward those numbers. The mathematical models for this global temperature rise predict an initial 70 percent die-off of the human species, culminating with total
death.”
“These corporate capitalists are the modern versions of the Canaanite priests who served the biblical idol Moloch, which demanded child sacrifice. And, as in this ancient Canaanite religion it is our children who are being sacrificed to these “mute idols,” as 1 Corinthians puts it. Their future
is being taken from them. These corporate forces are, in biblical terms, forces of death. They will, unchecked, create more human misery and death than the evils of Nazism and Stalinism combined.”
https://www.truthdig.com/articles/confronting-the-culture-of-death/
Reply
dave said:
January 22, 2019 at 8:15 am
I think I read someplace that he is, or was, an ordained minister of some sort.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 23, 2019 at 12:57 am
Yes, and knowing all this he started a second family with moar kids. Just goes to show how intellect can’t override the programming.
Reply
Slow Paul said:
January 25, 2019 at 3:53 pm
In a way, kids can create a more meaningful existence. And, if nobody had children that also equals extinction.
Or to put it in other words: We will all go extinct, might as well enjoy the ride.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 23, 2019 at 1:00 am
Who is committing the “child sacrifice” in this case?
Reply
dave said:
January 22, 2019 at 8:18 am
yeah, I guess I should have looked at the article before commenting. myself? I have very little interest in moralizing. but to each his own. if I didn’t say that, I guess that i’d be moralizing about moralizing. something like that.
Reply
james said:
January 22, 2019 at 9:50 am
And the humans continue to pound away in their cells, hoping to divert some of the gradient to themselves and dutifully supporting the complex organs of the state that are in a life and death competition with others like themselves, but with some minor difference in language or flags
or customs. A few more evolutionary rounds of military technology and we should be done. We sure as hell aren’t going to be rebuilding any infrastructure.
It seems that increasing amounts of water vapor in the lower stratosphere along with methane and the usual culprits are supposed to reduce the ozone layer over temperate areas. As soon as the 50 gigaton burp occurs will we have any ozone? Maybe that’s why all of the “important”
people, especially government, are building underground bunkers. Perhaps the surface of the earth is soon to be fully sterilized and chem-trails are an effort to place an artificial layer of reflective particles to replace failing ozone. In any case, Hedges is starting to sound more like Guy
McPherson with good reason.
https://www.giss.nasa.gov/research/briefs/shindell_05/
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 22, 2019 at 2:59 pm
Do you suspect that governments are covertly geoengineering?
To be perfectly honest, I have only briefly glanced at the presented evidence from the geoengineering crowd because they are almost all climate deniers who are almost all white, male, conservative Anglos with the American ones being the most dominate and fervent. Climate
denial is so ludicrous that I pretty much write off or ignore anything any of them have to say about any topic. Their climate denial don’t make them wrong about other issues it’s just that it is a major pet peeve/hang up with me. Like I want to punch deniers in the face. I have
tried to use my neocortex to logic away my over the top anger, but to little avail, so I tend to opt for the avoidance strategy.
I have seen more internet activity lately (lots of pictures of clouds) in regards to geoengineering.
I would not put it past TPTB to attempt it since there are plenty of proven instances of them experimenting on large groups of humans and other mad scientist secret projects.
It’s not just the US either. Many other countries, including Canada, do it.
The toxic legacy of Canada’s CIA brainwashing experiments: ‘They strip you of your soul’
In the 1950s and 60s, a Montreal hospital subjected psychiatric patients to electroshocks, drug-induced sleep and huge doses of LSD. Families are still grappling with the effects
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/may/03/montreal-brainwashing-allan-memorial-institute
Reply
Cynic said:
January 23, 2019 at 7:52 am
So much for the Hypocritical Oath….. ‘I wear a white coat, trust me!’
Reply
gwb said:
January 22, 2019 at 4:51 pm
By “human activities” in the NASA study, I’m guessing they are including aircraft contrails. With 100,000-300,000 flights per day globally, that’s a lot of water vapor we’re injecting into the upper atmosphere.
Albert Bates on his Peak Surfer blog has become more pessimistic in the past year…
Reply
james said:
January 23, 2019 at 5:31 am
Water vapor also enters the lower stratosphere by way of tropical thunderstorms and methane conversion.
Here is some research on UV irradiation that is thought to have contributed to the great extinction 252 million years ago, which we are emulating, only at a faster pace, at this moment.
https://news.berkeley.edu/2018/02/07/increased-uv-from-ozone-depletion-sterilizes-trees/
Reply
james said:
January 23, 2019 at 6:38 am
http://www.greenmedinfo.com/blog/artificial-weather-revealed-post-9-11-flight-groundings
Reply
Cynic said:
January 23, 2019 at 7:55 am
Chris Hedges is rather intoxicated with his own rhetoric, an atheist Revivalist preacher as it were.
Capitalism isn’t the problem, it’s our brains……
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 23, 2019 at 6:49 pm
It IS our brains and neo liberal capitalism is A problem. It’s fucking toxic and cruel set of living derangements and has poisoned, corrupted & co-opted just about every aspect of human life.
There are all these fervent young socialists out there (many millions) thinking they can topple capitalism and build a utopia. They are wrong, but I cheer them on anyway. I’ll never get involved but if they win and start publicly executing the truly psychopathic ring leaders I’ll
bake cookies, make hot chocolate and bring it down to the town square so the hard working execution squad can have some ‘refreshment’.
In addition to our brains being THE root problem, on another level declining net energy is the main factor behind declining living standards in the west, but all the austerity measures, official or otherwise, were not necessary. It did not have to be that harsh. There is no doubt that
the current overlords are as dishonest, cruel and greedy as any time in history and the more power they gain the more people will continue to suffer and they will suffer much worse and much sooner than it had/has to be. Most of the checks & balances put in place last century
have been gutted or corrupted. That is a large part of what kept them in check. Slaughter the lot of them for all I care. By every legal & moral code the humans have invented, they are as guilty as sin. Cull the herd, starting at the top.
Reply
james said:
January 24, 2019 at 9:36 am
For being the “Masters of the Universe” they have been rather ignorant and short-sighted and greedy, just as the Universe wants them to be. Pawns of thermodynamic necessity. The interest bearing ponzi will continue until its obvious that there’s nothing remaining to
back-up the promises to pay. Those that replace them will be greedy and ignorant too. For humans and all other organisms the “right” thing will always be to process more gradient into replicas of oneself and/or burn it just for the fun of it. The more you can get to burn,
the more fun you can have.
https://www.adn.com/features/article/what-wiped-out-st-matthew-islands-reindeer/2010/01/17/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2nz1SlI1XtU
“Ain’t No Stoppin Us Now!
We’re on the move!
Ain’t No Stoppin Us Now!
We’ve got the groove!”
Reply
Cynic said:
January 24, 2019 at 3:43 pm
They will die anyway, tormented by being unable to take it all with them: punishment enough for people so fundamentally unimaginative.
Wouldn’t mind shooting some owners of logging companies, strip-mines, etc, though…..
Reply
james said:
January 24, 2019 at 4:00 pm
Humans, no more memorable or lasting than a dust devil on a summer afternoon. Even the most notable competitors are nothing. All of those organisms equipped with fangs, poison, acid, and camouflage will no longer be able to project their beautiful life spirits into
the future because they got an all-consuming, toxin-spewing ape cancer.
Reply
Cynic said:
January 25, 2019 at 4:11 pm
James, I think you are moving towards poetry.
The Dark Muse, or the ‘White Goddess’ according to Robert Graves…..
Reply
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Apneaman said:
January 22, 2019 at 10:05 pm
Ever get the feeling like you are watching a train wreck about to happen from afar? Watching the great unraveling pick up speed. Watching the humans behave in the same fashion as the ancestors did when they were under pressure. History doesn’t repeat itself, but human behaviour does
which is why it’s same shit different century sine time immemorial. Only the scale is different this time.
I can’t accurately predict the where & when of momentous trigger incidents
but I can guess
https://youtu.be/bCZu0p39myI?t=187
Reply
james said:
January 23, 2019 at 5:38 am
I get the feeling that we’re in a completely self-organized system that follows simple thermodynamic rules and that people are about as conscious as blades of grass in a lawn that get their heads chopped-off every week by the lawn mower and yet they can’t stop growing. They are
evolved to convert readily accessible rewards into waste and there is no innate governor to retard that process. This time the lawn turns brown and dies.
Reply
Cynic said:
January 23, 2019 at 8:00 am
It’s rather like when I do something manual, carelessly.
My brain says ‘You are being careless, watch out! Get some heavy gloves, don’t swing the axe like that, put on boots, etc’
I still do it, and bleed.
This morning, my rational brain decided to do something out of the usual order while making breakfast: but the Deep Controller went on and did the same old routine thing.
It’s very funny, in a very dark way.
Some mystical traditions have recognised this: the Deep Controller is known as the ‘Commanding Self’ in Sufi parlance.
Reply
james said:
January 23, 2019 at 8:09 am
And the deep controller hands-out little dollops of opioids if you do the right thing and the right thing is what releases opioids. Pretty soon it’s an addiction or habit.
Reply

50.

Apneaman said:
January 23, 2019 at 6:00 am
We need to rethink everything we know about global warming
New calculations show scientists have grossly underestimated the effects of air pollution
“To what extent do aerosols cool down our environment? To date, all estimates were unreliable because it was impossible to separate the effects of rising winds which create the clouds, from the effects of aerosols which determine their composition. Until now.”
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/01/190122104611.htm
Reply
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Apneaman said:
January 23, 2019 at 7:38 am
How Complex Wholes Emerge From Simple Parts
Throughout nature, throngs of relatively simple elements can self-organize into behaviors that seem unexpectedly complex. Scientists are beginning to understand why and how these phenomena emerge without a central organizing entity.
https://www.quantamagazine.org/emergence-how-complex-wholes-emerge-from-simple-parts-20181220/
Reply
james said:
January 23, 2019 at 8:28 am
The emergence of complexity must be met with an increased flow from the gradient or a more efficient use of existing flow. Humans have been amplifying complexity by both means and will eventually find that efficiency has its limits and increases in complexity will fail to cover
their own costs in extra flow from the gradients. But in the meantime the engineers and designers will struggle with the increasingly austere conditions.
Reply
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dave said:
January 23, 2019 at 9:31 am
lot’s of emergent complexity going on here.
https://i.imgur.com/2Z9kRR6.gifv
Reply
james said:
January 23, 2019 at 12:09 pm
That spider had me fooled.
Reply
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jackert said:
January 24, 2019 at 10:29 pm
I hate to break it to you kids…
“A non-humanistic and wholly irreligious view might suggest that the earth has a skin disease. The earth’s surface is swarming with a variety of bacteria. Some of them feed on each other and others draw sustenance from the earth itself. One of the most virulent of these infectious agents is
man. He feeds on other life forms and also upon the corpus of the earth. He represents a rather recent stage in the life disease. It has initiated a major attack on the host itself, burrowing deep into the skin of the earth, electively consuming large volumes of skin for energy, materials, and crop
nutrients. And in this consumption, it is irritating an alteration of the composition of the gaseous envelope around the earth and the waters and the land of its surface.”
~ Dr. Peter Flawn, University of Texas, speech at Northwestern University, January 23rd, 1970.
Reply
jackert said:
January 24, 2019 at 10:35 pm
Never fear though, those attending the lectures that evening had a “sing-out,” featuring local folk favorites, (emotionally) mandatory at the next day’s dawn.
Reply
james said:
January 25, 2019 at 10:16 am
I was pretty sure he wasn’t an oncologist and then I thought dermatologist, but it turns out he was a geologist – equivalent of earth dermatologist. He became President and President Emeritus at University of Texas at Austin.
The kids took it all in stride, became specialized RNA, worked in cells, pursued growth and gradient conversion and will now wonder why everything is going to hell – as if no one told them.
“What did Flawn say last night?” “I don’t know, I just wanted to get a pizza and prepare for my interview.” “Yea, that guy has a few loose screws.” “Who’s your interview with?” “Exxon”.
Reply

54.

james said:
January 25, 2019 at 9:50 am
A couple of more ozone/UV links:
https://www.simonsfoundation.org/2018/02/06/stratospheric-ozone-not-recovering/
http://www.news.uwa.edu.au/201207264841/climate-science/ozone-hole-uv-impacting-marine-life-study
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 25, 2019 at 2:50 pm
“..very short-lived substances (VSLSs)” = the humans
Reply
Cynic said:
January 25, 2019 at 4:13 pm
Ah, but the Divine Spark within makes us so very special in that brief arc of corporeal manifestation.
Reply

55.

dave said:
January 25, 2019 at 2:30 pm
no matter how clear you may thinkin your thinking is, it’s not
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/18/Cognitive_Bias_Codex_-_180%2B_biases%2C_designed_by_John_Manoogian_III_%28jm3%29.jpg
Reply

56.

james said:
January 25, 2019 at 4:46 pm
I must admit that my own brain is a pure reflection of reality and it makes me want to puke. But i do spin the brain wheel daily hoping to land on the optimism bias.
Reply

57.

james said:
January 26, 2019 at 7:35 am
Found this link describing the use of calcium carbonate to save coral reefs. This is the same compound that Harvard Geoengineering will release into the stratosphere this year. It’s supposed to cut UV radiation by 30% and is likely less toxic than barium, aluminum, etc. The page seems to be
sponsored by Boeing and I’m sure they’re in the loop on these projects. It seems to me that warming is not the primary risk at the moment, but rather UV irradiation is already taking a toll (and maybe metal toxicity from chem-trail spraying). The global warming and methane releases may at
some point mostly eliminate the ozone layer. Probably like trying to save a ninety year-old with terminal cancer that is already experiencing kidney failure (coral reefs, plankton, insects.) I say break-out the soma, they should have treated the cancer a long time ago, before it spread. How
could they? They are the cancer.
https://www.nbcnews.com/mach/science/can-ultra-thin-sunscreen-save-world-s-largest-coral-reef-ncna863001
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 26, 2019 at 12:14 pm
” Anna Marsden, managing director of the Great Barrier Reef Foundation, a charity dedicated to protecting the reef,”
dedicated to sumthing
Great Barrier Reef: audit finds $443m grant subject to ‘insufficient scrutiny’
ANAO finds department decided Great Barrier Reef Foundation was the ‘obvious’ partner after just three days
An official audit found the administration costs associated with the $443.3m grant to the Great Barrier Reef Foundation could be as high as $86.41m.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jan/16/great-barrier-reef-audit-finds-443m-grant-subject-to-insufficient-scrutiny
The NGO ‘Charitable’ Industrial Complex is an appendage of the corporate state. It’s the hand that gives a reach-around to the masses while it fucks them silly.
Reply

58.

Apneaman said:
January 26, 2019 at 10:55 am
Chris Martenson does a dot-connecting round up of the annihilation of the web of life.
Collapse Is Already Here – It’s a process, not an event
Committing Ecocide
Be very skeptical when the cause of each new ecological nightmare is ascribed to “natural causes.”
While it’s entire possible for any one ecological mishap to be due to a natural cycle, it’s weak thinking to assign the same cause to dozens of troubling findings happening all over the globe.
If you recall, we’ve also recently reported on the findings showing that phytoplankton levels are down 50% (these are a prime source for thiamine, by the way). Again, here’s a possible “trophic cascade” in progress
https://www.peakprosperity.com/blog/114741/collapse-already-here
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 26, 2019 at 4:13 pm
Another thiamine issue linked there.. seabirds:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6196476/
Reply
james said:
January 27, 2019 at 6:29 am
More information on thiamine:
http://thiamine.dnr.cornell.edu/Thiamine_causes.html
http://poisonousplants.ansci.cornell.edu/toxicagents/thiaminase.html
https://www.merckvetmanual.com/nervous-system/polioencephalomalacia/overview-of-polioencephalomalacia
There may be some link with sulfer dioxide or sulfates.
http://aabp.org/Members/publications/2002/prac_june_02/3_niles.htm
Reply

59.

Apneaman said:
January 26, 2019 at 7:25 pm
The Danger Of Inadvertently Praising Zygomatic Arches
“I don’t think that there is Free will. The conclusion first hit me in some sort of primordial ooze of insight when I was about 13-years old, and that conclusion has only become stronger since then. What worries me is that despite the fact that I think this without hesitation, there are times that
it is simply too hard to feel as if there is no free will, to believe that, to act accordingly. What really worries me is that it is so hard for virtually anyone to truly act as if there is no free will. And that this can have some pretty bad consequences.
If you’re a neuroscientist, you might be able think there’s free will if you spend your time solely thinking about, say, the kinetics of one enzyme in the brain, or the structure of an ion channel, or how some molecule is transported down an axon. But if you devote your time instead to thinking
about what the brain, hormones, genes, evolution, childhood, fetal environment, and so on, have to do with behavior, as I do, it seems simply impossible to think that there is free will.”
https://www.edge.org/responses/what-should-we-be-worried-about
Reply
james said:
January 27, 2019 at 5:43 am
No free will to go against the general direction set by thermodynamics and the expansion of the Universe. We’re sort of like the Universe’s wind-up toys setting free that which has been temporarily captured. A conduit worth its metal would find a way to release the energy trapped in
all of the different heavy elements. Can you imagine all of the competition from the conduits for all of that energy as they would fight to make copies of their planet-burning dissipative structures, interstellar tribalism and warfare at a scale unimaginable. And they would say that it was
of their own freewill. Come-on all you thermodynamic donkeys – pull harder, fight harder, make America great again, the Universe expects it.
Reply

60.

James said:
January 27, 2019 at 8:00 am
Won’t be able to retire after forty years working in the cells. Hmmm. They think we need more immigrants and workers just like others think we need more roads and infrastructure. It will magically make the economy grow. Unfortunately the cancer economy has already eaten most
everything and despoiled the rest. Soon everyone will be asking for assistance just to keep their heads above water. Perhaps the billionaires and Pentagon will get carved-up first. Of course the banks want fresh tax and interest donkeys chasing the American Dream, but that imaginary state of
blissful plunder will fail to materialize.
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2019-01-23/america-needs-more-young-workers-to-support-aging-population
Reply

61.

Cynic said:
January 28, 2019 at 5:43 am
The immigrant cheap labour is, of course, a desperate patch-up to keep the system running today, not for 40 years in the future.
Amazing that people still think pension ‘saving’ is real: as if it were a stash of dried and smoked meat hanging in a cave, or seal meat frozen under a stone….
Reply
gwb said:
January 28, 2019 at 10:52 am
Immigrant labor isn’t needed just to support an aging population, but the whole population – period:
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2019/01/27/could-california-produce-soon-cost-you-more/2594964002/
Everybody, not just the geezers, needs to eat. Your fruits, nuts and veggies still need to travel 3000 miles to get to your local superdupermarket in the era of peak oil. No stoop labor in ag – no avocadoes or romaine lettuce for you. Our whole Rube Goldberg system is in a perpetual
state of near collapse.
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 28, 2019 at 12:05 pm
Just imagine that the next step down results in half the products disappearing from the store shelves – down to a meager 20,000……………….the horror.
We ate oatmeal or homemade granola 5 days a week growing up. How many kinds of breakfast cereals are there now? I don’t buy or eat it, but there is an entire isle devoted to it and half an isle to potato chips & salty snacks.
Growing up in the 1970’s, I remember eating canned peaches & pears because that was what was available out of season and same for veggies. We also ate plenty of home jarred (mason) veggies that my Baba gave us – her entire back yard was a garden in the city of Calgary. I
look at my class pictures from elementary school and two things jump out at me compared to my young nieces school pictures – all white kids except for one black kid (my friend & teammate Tim) and everyone was normal weight.
Counting the Beans: The true cost of a plate of food around the world
“How much would you expect to pay for the most basic plate of food? The kind of thing you might whip up at home — nothing fancy, just enough to fill you up and meet a third of today’s calorie needs. A soup, maybe, or a simple stew — some beans or lentils, a handful of rice
or bread or corn, a dash of tomato sauce?
In the rich Global North — say, in New York State, USA — such a meal would cost almost nothing to make: 0.6 percent of the average daily income, or US$1.20. In parts of the developing world, by contrast, food affordability can shrink to the point of absurdity: in South Sudan,
a country born out of war and disintegrating into more war, the meal-to-income ratio is 300 times that of industrialized countries. It is, in other words, as if a New Yorker had to pay nearly US$ 350 for the privilege of cooking and eating that plate of food.”
https://insight.wfp.org/counting-the-beans-the-true-cost-of-a-plate-of-food-around-the-world-c3b643189180
California could turn into a dust bowl and only the haves will notice since the poor in N America cannot afford any of those foods and plenty who can afford healthier foods are obviously ‘choosing’ malnutritious Franken food dopamine hits instead.
Overfed but undernourished: recognizing nutritional inadequacies/deficiencies in patients with overweight or obesity
Overweight and obesity are highly prevalent throughout the world and can adversely affect the nutritional status of individuals. Studies have shown that many people with obesity have inadequate intake of iron, calcium, magnesium, zinc, copper, folate and vitamins A and B12,
likely as a result of poor diet quality. Nutritional inadequacies or deficiencies may also occur due to altered pharmacokinetics in the individual with obesity and due to interactions in those with overweight or obesity with various pharmaceuticals. However, it has been
demonstrated that the adult population in the United States as a whole is deficient in certain micronutrients as a result of the availability and overconsumption of high-calorie, low-nutrient processed foods. Poor nutrition may contribute to the development of certain chronic
conditions, such as type 2 diabetes, which is already more prevalent in those with obesity.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/326236655_Overfed_but_undernourished_recognizing_nutritional_inadequaciesdeficiencies_in_patients_with_overweight_or_obesity
Reply

62.

dave said:
January 28, 2019 at 9:33 am
some of these are kinda funny.
https://www.mcsweeneys.net/articles/nihilist-dad-jokes-part-2?fbclid=IwAR25YvXjpzjDM1_wsqi4TKrg5zY_qauen2v0TLXMY0jPeOQTkNigDDccImA
Reply
james said:
January 28, 2019 at 1:01 pm
I used that one a lot, “I can’t put your shoes on because they won’t fit me.”
Reply

63.

james said:
January 28, 2019 at 1:13 pm
Since this was written many signs of collapse have become evident including falling lifespans, plankton/insect apocalypse and a fibrillating financial system. Meadows said collapse would occur between 2015 and 2020 and that seems about right based on what I observe. It will take a while
to slide all the way down the Seneca cliff, but we’re on our way.
http://energyskeptic.com/2014/dennis-meadows-collapse-is-inevitable-now-2015-2020/
Another good article. Yeast are placed in a petri dish at 11:00 A.M. and the dish is half-full of yeast at 11:59. Within the next minute it is full, nutrients are depleted, pollution is taking a toll and the crash begins. Might come as a surprise to some people.
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-how-and-why-sex-differences/201111/how-avoid-population-overshoot-and-collapse
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 28, 2019 at 6:55 pm
The first half of the PT article is good, but then he veers of into silly magical thinking solutions.
“Women need to be prepped to find “ecological men” of limited resource consumption really, really sexy.”
……………………………………………………..
The Mating Wars
Sexual deception, the difficulties of attracting viable marriage partners, intimate partner violence, infidelity, mate poaching, divorce, and post-breakup stalking—these diverse phenomena are all connected by a common causal element: an unrelenting shortage of valuable mates. The
dearth of desirable mates is something we should worry about, for it lies behind much human treachery and brutality.
Despite the fact that many equate evolution with survival selection, survival is only important inasmuch as it contributes to successful mating. Differential reproductive success, not differential survival success, is the engine of evolution by selection. You can survive to old age. But if
you fail to mate, you fail to reproduce, and your genes bite the evolutionary dust. We are all descendants of a ruthless selective process of competition for the most valuable mates—those who can give our children good genes and an array of resources ranging from food and shelter to
the social skills needed to scramble up the status hierarchy.
People are uncomfortable placing a value on other humans. It offends our sensibilities. But the unfortunate fact is that mate value is not distributed evenly. Contrary to yearnings for equality, all people simply are not equivalent in the currency of mate quality. Some are extremely
valuable—fertile, healthy, sexually appealing, resource-rich, well-connected, personable, and willing and able to confer their bounty of benefits. At the other end of the distribution are those less fortunate, perhaps less healthy, with fewer material resources, or imbued with personality
dispositions such as aggressiveness or emotional instability that inflict heavy relationship costs.
The competition to attract the most desirable mates is ferocious. Consequently, those most valuable are perpetually in short supply compared to the many who desire them. People who are themselves high in mate value succeed in attracting the most desirable partners. In the crude
informal American metric, the 9s and 10s pair off with other 9s and 10s. And with decreasing value from the 8s to the 1s, people must lower their mating sights commensurately. Failure to do so produces a higher probability of rejection and psychological anguish. As one woman
advised her male friend who bemoaned his frustration about his lack of interest in the women attracted to him and the unreciprocated interest by women to whom he was attracted, “you’re an 8 looking for 9s and being sought after by 7s.”
Another source of problems on the mating market comes from deception. Scientific studies of on-line dating profiles reveal that men and women both try to appear higher in mate value than they truly are on precisely the dimensions valued by the opposite sex. Men exaggerate their
income and status, and tack on a couple of inches to their real height. Women present as 10 to 15 pounds lighter than their real weight and some shave years off of their actual age. Both show unrepresentative photos, sometimes taken many years earlier. Men and women deceive in
order to attract mates at the outer limit of their value range. Sometimes they deceive themselves. Just as 94% of professors believe they are ‘above average’ for their department, on the mating market many think they are hot when they’re not.
https://www.edge.org/response-detail/23862
Reply
james said:
January 28, 2019 at 7:25 pm
A show about ecological men.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZyCPZsk_5M
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 29, 2019 at 9:08 am
That is the weirdest home/apartment.. Extremely distracting. Never saw single guys living anywhere looking like that. “Crave the cave..” I like that mating advice.
Reply
james said:
January 29, 2019 at 3:44 pm
Natural born Neanderthal survivors. They’d better stay in their apartment – you know, passenger pigeon and things like that. Homo sapiens is a bad monkey.
Reply
Slow Paul said:
January 30, 2019 at 5:19 pm
I predict an increase in “ecological” men and women in the future. Putting on sweaters as they fail to pay the utility bills.
Reply

64.

james said:
January 28, 2019 at 7:02 pm
The grand solar minimum we’re heading into may prevent ozone layer healing well into the 22nd century or longer. Even though UV light output is diminished during the grand solar minimum, the ozone layer is diminished to an even greater extent thereby resulting in a net increase in
UVR.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320214952_Implications_of_potential_future_grand_solar_minimum_for_ozone_layer_and_climate
Reply

65.

dave said:
January 29, 2019 at 1:03 pm
I thought that this was interesting.
one quote: life is the use of energy to create more life.” something like that.
towards the end, one the presenting eggheads confuses the ability to delay gratification with “free will”. which was kind of disturbing to me.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vinqph-g5QI
Reply
Apneaman said:
January 29, 2019 at 5:19 pm
“There’s no analogy in the natural world for what we’ve done to ourselves; we’re in uncharted territory ” – Daniel Lieberman.
Indeed and in so many ways. We made an experiment of ourselves.
I’m familiar with some of Lieberman’s work. Interesting stuff.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jrnj-7YKZE
Reply
james said:
January 29, 2019 at 5:44 pm
There are some good analogies (cancer, RNA), but we didn’t do it to ourselves. We were nature’s lucky seven and we won the jackpot. Alas we will soon be bankrupt. The charting will be complete at autopsy.
That reminds me of running barefoot in the grass as a kid, full-out. Probably have a coronary if I tried it now.
Reply

66.

james said:
January 29, 2019 at 3:42 pm
His brain was downloading information on fat and human psychology because he’s a specialist, in front of a camera, and someone probably pays him to think deeply about such things. No free will involved. If this civilization were something more than loosely connected cell lines intent on
infinite growth, there would be controls on the predatory marketing of high fructose corn syrup to all of the struggling RNA that don’t have free will. And technology is the use of energy to create more technology.
Reply

67.

Apneaman said:
January 29, 2019 at 9:15 pm
Another happy from Hedges.
The World to Come
https://www.truthdig.com/articles/the-world-to-come/
Reply

68.

james said:
January 30, 2019 at 7:12 am
“In its most virulent form, one that will be expressed once the economy goes into crisis, this Christian fascism will seek to purge the society of those branded as social deviants, including immigrants, Muslims, “secular humanist” artists and intellectuals, feminists, gays and lesbians, Native
Americans and criminals—largely poor people of color—based on a perverted and heretical interpretation of the Bible. Abortion will be illegal. The death penalty will be mandated for a variety of crimes. Education will be dominated by white supremacist views of history, indoctrination and
the teaching of creationism or “intelligent design.” The pantheon of new America heroes will include Robert E. Lee, Joseph McCarthy and Richard Nixon. The state will portray the white majority as victims.”
The snake business is going to be extry good here in Kentucky if they’re not wiped-out by ecological collapse. People will be surprised at what the Holy Spirit (thermodynamics) is going to serve the human race. I can’t decide whether I should name my snake Hopeyoid or Lucifer, I suppose
they’re interchangeable. In the end, I think everyone is snake-bit.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_MDAVPWgvA
Reply
dave said:
January 30, 2019 at 9:02 am
huh, fat people playing with a fat snake. maybe a cottonmouth? not sure.
anyhoo, laughing at fat people is still allowed. the world of people, the world of politics, still has that going for it. the one bright spot. we can still point at fat people and tell them to use their free will and lose some weight. at least we have that going for us.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 30, 2019 at 9:07 am
“The State” is never, ever, going to side with the deplorables.
The deplorables have guns, is why.
Border-wall theatre aside, “The State” is going to keep pandering to “diverse” constituencies under the “let’s you and him fight” doctrine. There is an indisputably co-ordinated plan to target white countries (white states, white towns) for ethnic disruption if not outright cleansing.
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/27/us/new-hampshire-white-diversify.html
It’s fascinating.
Hedges seems to be operating under a set of principles he formulated in the Reagan era, when right-wing christians seemed to be reasserting political power. I just don’t see much evidence of that power today. In fact, the main groups cashing in on mass immigration from MENA are
the Catholics and the Lutherans, while Trump still wants another 300,000 H1-B Indians (plus their relatives) at the same time parents here are being brainwashed that their kids are all going to get some kind of STEM job that’s already been earmarked for one of the Awan relatives.
The public school system is not even majority white any more.. where does Hedges get the notion that “white supremacy” is going to get taught there anytime soon? This is only in his fevered dreams…
Both socially and biologically speaking (the social following from the biological), a number of those Hedges defines as “immigrants, Muslims, “secular humanist” artists and intellectuals, feminists, gays and lesbians, Native Americans and criminals” *are indeed* social deviants. No
one can build a society based on criminality, non-procreation, and Jeff Koons. At some point you need a cohesive productive force. Just the fact that Hedges seems to call into question society’s impulse to “purge” criminals shows how far gone his (deeply Christian) social-justice
thinking is.
That the US and the West have lost their mojo is obvious, but that’s mainly because they’ve lost the once-seemingly-unlimited energy and resource base once enjoyed, which allowed for a relatively open democratic society. Now that the fixation of that society is going to become how
to stay alive rather than how to prosper, of course our tribal nature, once partially masked by a rising energy tide which floated most boats, will come again to the fore. I have no doubt there will be authoritarianism in our future.. there’s authoritarianism right now! I just don’t think it
will have a particularly Xtian flavor (but maybe that’s because I live in the godless Northeast).
Reply
james said:
January 30, 2019 at 10:42 am
What group, with great influence in media and finance, never want to see white tribalism rise again? Wouldn’t it be best to keep the electorate confused and divided to better preserve the system of financial slavery? Or is it a general globalist effort to mix-up all the genes to
arrive at a homogeneous human RNA – one big happy family of multi-cultural mental eunuchs to work in the cells.
The deplorables’ first shot across the bow was to vote for Trump. The next time they may go to extremes. Then again, what could be more extreme than what the globalist democrats have to offer – Joe Biden.
More from Paul Craig Roberts:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SuX47jF-GM
Reply
Cynic said:
January 30, 2019 at 1:59 pm
Tribalism offers much to appreciate: I admire the Celtic, Iberian and German women who killed their defeated husbands, their children and finally themselves rather than be enslaved by Romans.
We are, of course, the descendants of those who accepted enslavement.
Reply
james said:
January 30, 2019 at 7:48 pm
The Romans were obviously failures at propaganda. Modern men and women gladly don the shackles with promises of free toasters and low introductory APR.
Reply
Cynic said:
January 31, 2019 at 2:42 pm
I never see people in hoodies,and shapeless leggings, plugged in to something, without noting the resemblance to slaves, in slave-collars.
Reply

69.

james said:
January 30, 2019 at 7:48 am
Short video on UVB and the great extinction.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z2sN8O5E_mQ
Where did the insects and plankton go?
Reply

70.

Apneaman said:
January 30, 2019 at 10:08 am
James, you got a couple of shout outs from the Doom-O-sphere for sharing.
“Thanks to James at Megacancer for bringing my attention to this 2011 essay by Dr. Michael Mills,”
https://un-denial.com/2019/01/28/by-michael-mills-how-to-avoid-population-overshoot-and-collapse/
Collapse Chronicles
https://youtu.be/MSjHaqKkcac?t=52
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 30, 2019 at 7:42 pm
The Mills thing is at odds with the Maximum Power Principle.
https://www.unm.edu/%7Ejdelong/delong2008oik.pdf
Glad James is getting some deserved attention.
Reply
james said:
January 30, 2019 at 8:01 pm
Few dare utter the word “MEGACANCER” for it strikes unfathomable fear in the hearts of men (and women too.)
You’re right. What people fail to appreciate is that their own existence was likely dependent upon some ancestor grabbing the last morsel of food or killing the last kudu buck within a hundred miles. There can be cooperation, but that too is an expression of The Maximum Power
Principle. All of society’s laws and order and cooperation are meant to maximize the flow from the gradient into the reproductive (profitability) growth of the organization which includes the human RNA.
Reply
Cynic said:
January 31, 2019 at 2:39 pm
If you are of Germanic or Norse ancestry, your ancestors couldn’t win the right to marry and have children unless he had taken the life of an armed enemy.
And many other tribes around the world had similar customs.
No tribe ever flourished by singing love songs around the camp fire…
Reply
Lidia17 said:
January 31, 2019 at 4:30 pm
Say it isn’t so!
I got some interesting insight from an “alt-right”/libertarian-type video I came across recently. It took me a bit to get beyond the presenter’s shtick, but I couldn’t really argue with anything he said.
“When the mother instinct enters the political realm, it becomes dysgenic.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkOD517K0z0
Reply
james said:
February 2, 2019 at 3:59 am
Interesting video. When my brother was in China adopting two children, many people couldn’t understand why they would spend so much money on other people’s genes. Baizou.
Reply

71.

james said:
February 2, 2019 at 3:42 am
A story on Western Siberian permafrost 2010:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7GEvuhE1egg
Methane releases from Siberia 2019:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUttBAK9Llo
More info:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBSjLD01rXo
Reply
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Apneaman said:
February 2, 2019 at 12:44 pm
Notice how the Russian reporter & Russian scientists are so straight forward and tell it like it is without the sugar coating and um um ah apologizing for every piece of bad news. Apparently the term, ‘safe space’ does not translate into Russian. It’s cultural. They practice their own style of
denial & control.
“thawing of permafrost is more widespread
00:05
and faster than anticipated faster than
00:08
any of the models had predicted”
Endtimes due date, faster than anticipated, but later than the prophet McPherson’s 2026, I’ll wager. The sooner the better IMO – before more little sufferers are spawned (approximately 360,000 every single day).
“Father, Neocortex forgive them, for they know not what they do!”
Reply
james said:
February 2, 2019 at 1:58 pm
People are just systems of cells that require energy and interact with the environment through a brain that established a list of priorities based upon their contribution to survival over many millions of years. Saving some part of the ecosystem? For what? For someone else to consume?
The one that eats it gets to have one extra conduit in the baby cradle. Nothing is going to be saved, humans will compete themselves to death.
Maybe in 2010 the Russians thought global warming was great for Siberia. I think Shakova has been quiet about the 50 megaton methane belch since she first mentioned it. The Russians have to sell that oil and gas.
There has to be a technological solution like water spraying drones in Bangkok. Would probably be more effective if they sprayed anthrax spores, but that wouldn’t be wildly popular.
https://phys.org/news/2019-01-bangkok-flies-drones-ideas-bad.html
Reply
Apneaman said:
February 4, 2019 at 11:38 am
“We have a brain for one reason and one reason only — that’s to produce adaptable and complex movements. Movement is the only way we have affecting the world around us… I believe that to understand movement is to understand the whole brain. And therefore it’s important
to remember when you are studying memory, cognition, sensory processing, they’re there for a reason, and that reason is action.”
http://www.kavlifoundation.org/science-spotlights/smart-moves-daniel-wolpert-motor-control-and-brain
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7s0CpRfyYp8
Reply
james said:
February 5, 2019 at 8:46 am
I would substitute behavior for movement.
Reply
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Apneaman said:
February 2, 2019 at 3:00 pm
Geoengineering Hail Marys
GC24A: Evaluating the Feasibility and Consequences of Solar Geoengineering
“Solar geoengineering is a term that describes a set of proposals to directly alter the Earth’s radiation balance to reduce the risks of climate change. Understanding whether and how solar geoengineering could play a role alongside emissions reductions, carbon removal and adaptation as a
response to climate change poses serious scientific challenges. This session will present work that addresses three of these challenges:
Can a substantial negative radiative forcing (e.g., 1-4 Wm-2) be practically achieved?
What is the climate response to radiative forcing from solar geoengineering?
What are the non-climate environmental risks or impacts of specific methods of solar geoengineering?
Research on comparative risk assessments is particularly encouraged, i.e. how do the risks of solar geoengineering compare to the risks without solar geoengineering?
The oral session will conclude with a 30 minute panel discussion. In this discussion we will reverse the usual format and invite the audience to answer questions posed by the speakers.”
https://agu.confex.com/agu/fm18/meetingapp.cgi/Session/58997
Reply

74.

Rob Mielcarski said:
February 2, 2019 at 4:23 pm
By Nate Hagens: Reality 101: What every student (and citizen) should know about energy
https://un-denial.com/2019/02/02/by-nate-hagens-reality-101-what-every-student-and-citizen-should-know-about-energy/
Reply

75.

Rob Mielcarski said:
February 2, 2019 at 4:23 pm
By Tad Patzek: On Human Overshoot
https://un-denial.com/2019/02/02/by-tad-patzek-on-human-overshoot/
Reply
james said:
February 3, 2019 at 9:53 am
Tad should get the “tell it like it is’ award for 2019. He made the comment that half the audience had left before it ended. No dopamine in that message.
Reply
jackert said:
February 3, 2019 at 2:06 pm
Yes, my generation of blue-light fire ape has much to un-learn, myself included.
Reply
Ed said:
February 6, 2019 at 8:05 am
“dopamine addicts”
Reply

76.

dave said:
February 3, 2019 at 8:40 am
I pulled this blog out of the comments section of the un-denial blog. I thought it was kind of interesting. it is a weird thing, a one off, in my mind, that these human animal creatures, including myself, use fire in such a profound and comprehensive manner. we are the “fire apes”. I think that I
first read that apt description of humans here, at megacancer. anyhoo, hat tip to whoever might have coined that term, “fire ape”.
the fact that we have parlayed that knowledge into a population of 7 some odd billion 60 kilogram fire apes, all running around, willy nilly, burning as much as they can, as fast as they can, both internally and exosomatically, does blow my mind; when I take the time to think about it. but,
this is as god (the one who does not exist) has dictated. who am I to question such things?
myself, i’m not at all concerned with sustainability, or future generations, or any of that jazz. to me, somethings happen, other things don’t. everything changes, always. when I die, the universe dies with me, that kind of thing. use it up. burn it down…
anything by nate hagens, I don’t bother with. sure to scheiBen from some sort of dreamland.
http://wildancestors.blogspot.com/
Reply
james said:
February 3, 2019 at 10:09 am
I think Tad Patzek suggested that we would have to limit our population and consumption, pursue the Minimum Power Principle or be wiped-out by war. I think it’s most likely we get wiped-out by war. The fire ape even built cells or a technological membrane to capture the heat and
provide protection. Much tool building and metabolic activity could be accomplished when not shivering.
The caterpillars burned the leaves, the caterpillars burned the leaves, high ho the dario the caterpillars burned the leaves.
The birds burned the caterpillars, the birds burned the caterpillars, high ho the dario the birds burned the caterpillars…………………………
The (cancerous) fire ape burned everything, the fire ape burned everything, hi ho the dario the fire ape burned everything.
Mother nature burned the fire ape, mother nature burned the fire ape, hi ho the dario mother nature burned the fire ape.
Reply
Apneaman said:
February 3, 2019 at 1:37 pm
I think fire ape came up when I was pimping this guy’s book.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xVeGHIEtBAA
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
February 3, 2019 at 1:56 pm
Interesting. So fire and cooking increased our brain power until we hit the mortality awareness barrier, and then we evolved reality denial to break through this barrier, but now denial prevents us from seeing the consequences of burning everything.
Reply
dave said:
February 3, 2019 at 4:24 pm
the consequences of burning and the consequences of not burning, remain pretty much the same. i’d say.
Reply
dave said:
February 3, 2019 at 4:29 pm
from one fire ape to another, thanks.
Reply

77.

Peter said:
February 4, 2019 at 9:07 am
I am going to miss electrified rock music…..
https://youtu.be/OAtpRjtyjgM
Reply

78.

jackert said:
February 4, 2019 at 10:30 pm
Has anyone here been able to download and open a readable PDF of any articles from the NCBI PMC? I operate from a tablet using DuckDuckGo, and a third party application to view PDF’s (if it matters), and have not had any success
Reply
Apneaman said:
February 5, 2019 at 9:53 am
Perhaps it’s because they are paywalled?
An open database of 22,425,688 free scholarly articles.
We harvest Open Access content from over 50,000 publishers and repositories, and make it easy to find, track, and use.
Get the extension
https://unpaywall.org/
Reply
Flipper said:
February 13, 2019 at 6:20 am
Good link, thanks Apneaman.
Reply

79.

james said:
February 5, 2019 at 8:44 am
The metabolic buzz was ongoing this morning, mindless RNA taking positions in their cells in conjunction with their accessory tools to bring forth more “structure” from the gradients. I was just thinking that self-organizing systems evolve at the periphery. They must grow and evolve from
what has previously been firmly established. No big changes to the basic biochemistry allowed like getting rid of dopamine, ATP or glucose. No substitutes either. Everything is custom-made to work with everything else, like the grip on a pistol is made for a hand, the bonding organ of the
human RNA.
After the surveillance system is complete for human RNA, they will be polyadenylated with bad social credit scores and then be ripped apart by a phosphorylase (all in the name of quality control and efficiency of course.)
http://emboj.embopress.org/content/21/5/1132
Reply

80.

Apneaman said:
February 5, 2019 at 1:09 pm
Countdown to Extinction
https://youtu.be/UQJZR2-nI04
Reply

81.

Ed said:
February 6, 2019 at 11:43 am
5:12 into presentation “Fire apes with big brains and dopamine stimulus addiction.”
Reply
Ed said:
February 6, 2019 at 12:03 pm
This quote was from Tad’s presentation.
Reply

82.

dave said:
February 7, 2019 at 7:11 am
yes, “fire apes” it is.
Reply

83.

james said:
February 7, 2019 at 8:48 am
“Maximum power is a finalistic concept inasmuch as it refers to energy flows utilized to support the existence of dissipative structures. Extending this, we could say that engineering harnesses physical principles to the interests of human dissipative systems. The maximum entropy
production principle is a finalism in the more general sense of the entrainment of all activity by the universal project of thermodynamic equilibration. The evolutionary emergence of dissipative structures served / serves to enhance the rate of dissipation of energy gradients that are resistant
to dissolution by conduction alone (Salthe, 2007). Furthermore, living dissipative structures can access energy gradients that are not available to abiotic ones. From this we can see that the physical world is harnessing human engineering onto a broader, universal finality.”- S.N. Salthe
http://www.cosmosandhistory.org/index.php/journal/article/view/189/284
The human engineering, with its own large-scale DNA, RNA and cells is indeed striving to eliminate all convertible gradients it contacts. Unfortunately, the Universe has no more interest in preserving technological dissipatives than it does in preserving a hurricane that has served its
purpose. But go ahead humans, make more money, money, money and build more cells until the gradients are gone – and then die. Civilization is a thermodynamic event of limited usefulness and duration.
Blog post from 2014.
http://eivindberge.blogspot.com/2014/12/deflationary-collapse-is-underway.html
Things have not collapsed yet. Obviously there is still more to burn.
The more ones delves into this subject the more one realizes that thermodynamic’s energy-hungry little toys are incapable of restraint and will rationalize any action to obtain more manna. To practice restraint is to admit defeat to those who don’t. In other words, if you don’t burn everything
yourselves your competitors will gladly use their energy burning advantage to take what you have saved from the cancer’s metabolic fires.
Reply

84.

david higham said:
February 7, 2019 at 7:31 pm
*
https://dark-mountain.net/no-longer/
Reply
james said:
February 7, 2019 at 8:54 pm
The thermodynamic forces that brought us to this point will now destroy us, but hasn’t life always been a giant funeral pyre. Now the quasi-species of technological life (nations) will fight for the remaining energy and destroy each other. The winner will go extinct shortly after the
loser. A hell of a punctuated equilibrium going on with the fruit bats down there. Hope you’re staying cool.
Reply
david higham said:
February 7, 2019 at 10:03 pm
Thanks. We had the heat wave in November,
then the first rains of the wet season arrived
on the 23 Nov.. 380mm in Dec (mean here
135mm) ,190mm in Jan (mean 220mm),and
about 140 mm this month so far.
We are at 900 metres here,and with the overcast weather,it has been fairly cool.
Minimums for the last couple of months
have been 17C to 21C,maximums 25C to
30C.
There has been wild weather in other parts
of Aus. in the last couple of months. Record
floods,heatwaves,fires in Tasmania.
Fruit bat deaths in Cairns and Melbourne,on
south-eastern edge,in a heatwave there as well.
Reply
david higham said:
February 7, 2019 at 11:03 pm
Some of the wild weather. The areas where the cattle deaths occurred were in a severe
drought until the recent deluge hit.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/feb/08/townsville-flood-queensland-announces-inquiry-as-up-to-300000-cattle-die
Reply
james said:
February 8, 2019 at 8:38 am
That’s amazing, from drought to deluge. I can’t see how you manage a dam under circumstances like that. Who will they blame when Miami is under water? The town council? The Mayor? Maybe they’ll get in their cars and drive in circles and ponder the mystery.
Reply
dave said:
February 8, 2019 at 11:04 am
one time, I had a hatch of chicks, maybe 10 or 12 in all. anyway, i put them in a big metal tub, like a wash tub of sorts. I had them out outside in the shade, thinking i’m doing something nice for them. anyhoo, I forgot about them, and a deluge of rain came through. the tub
filled with water and they all drowned. i’m still looking for someone to blame it on. the horror.
Reply

85.

Lidia17 said:
February 8, 2019 at 12:56 am
Dave Cohen unpacks the Green New Deal as only he can:
https://www.declineoftheempire.com/2019/02/is-there-an-upper-limit-on-human-self-deceptive-bullshit.html
Reply

86.

david higham said:
February 8, 2019 at 2:45 am
*
https://www.declineoftheempire.com/2019/02/is-there-an-upper-limit-on-human-self-deceptive-bullshit.html
Reply
James said:
February 8, 2019 at 1:35 pm
There will be all kinds of bullshit from now on. No one is reading the thermodynamic script, it’s all just green candy and MAGA.
Reply
Flipper said:
February 13, 2019 at 5:45 am
“green candy”, lol, very good James. We’re gonna need a bunch of green dentists too.
Reply

87.

Lidia17 said:
February 8, 2019 at 9:19 pm
Ugo Bardi has officially jumped the shark:
https://cassandralegacy.blogspot.com/2019/02/the-biodiesel-disaster-why-bad-ideas.html
https://cassandralegacy.blogspot.com/2019/02/the-sowers-strategy-norway-leads-way.html
I guess he is hanging up his “Cassandra” mantle.
If you read down into the comments you will find that the LtG people are now “silly catastrophists” and it will be “our fault” if—by not adopting electric cars—things go pear-shaped. By not embracing so-called renewable energy boondoggles we are “damaging” “criminals”, guilty of
“crimes against humankind”.
!!!
I commented on the earlier article, and he did not post it.
To the most recent, I responded as follows (parking it here.. I wonder if he will allow it):
———–
“Reduce that flow significantly, and you kill off billions of people..”
This is a very bizarre assignation of Agency. “We” (EV critics) are not going to kill off billions of people, our unavoidable upcoming reduction in energy flow will.
This is the entire premise of the Limits to Growth and of the Peak Oil narrative. Refusing to accept the ramifications of these concepts seems odd to me, at this late date, and to “blame the messengers”, as it were, seems just like what all the climate-change and peak-oil denialists are prone to
do.
Building EVs and solar installations **will only reduce the energy flow faster than would otherwise occur**, as these are one-time stop-gaps of a few years’ duration for a limited clientele, and completely underpinned by the fossil-fuel infrastructure, to boot. But that’s ok, because that’s as
predicted by thermodynamics: we are programmed to dissipate the max. amt. of energy possible (MPP/MEPP principles), and EVs (in addition to writing books about them, as well as typing electronic comments about them) fit right into that maximum-throughput waste paradigm.
—Apparently, though, we just “don’t understand the physics”!!
Reply
david higham said:
February 8, 2019 at 10:24 pm
I posted a reply a few hours ago too. It’s amazing that so many of the ‘renewable’ zealots think that building the
enormous infrastructure necessary for the required energy
capture ( let alone all the materials and energy required to
build all of the energy storing and dissipating equipment as well)
will keep this civilisation on the rails,while the natural world goes down the tube, the materials and energy required
for all that construction become increasingly scarce,
atmospheric CO2 increases,and ocean productivity declines.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
February 8, 2019 at 10:31 pm
Indeed!
Worse, his metaphor in the latest article is “sowing seeds”, as though currently implementing (what I firmly believe to be) dead-end electric/solar shit is not only do-able at a global scale (which you rightly question) but will actually go on to spur some kind of future virtuous
generative cycle, equating it to “sav[ing] some of the crops of the current harvest as seed for the next harvest.”
This is a case for Dr. Rob if I ever saw one…
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
February 10, 2019 at 11:10 am
I’m sorry to report he has terminal denial.
Reply
david higham said:
February 8, 2019 at 10:54 pm
Plus other factors,which are in the comment there,if he posts it.
Reply
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Rob Mielcarski said:
February 8, 2019 at 10:50 pm
I agee Bardi has lost it. I no longer read him.
Nate Hagens called bullshit on Bardi a few months ago but Bardi deleted the comment from his facebook page (shortly after I captured it).
“Ugo -Please stop trying to wear 2 opposing hats simultaneously and confusing people. In that Jeff Bridges movie you were in, you had the bottom line (and the most helpful insight) correct. “If you ask, can we continue our current way of life with solar (stochastics), we already know the
answer – the answer is no”. On the other hand, your work/commentary on Seneca Collapse is TOO pessimistic on where society is headed (imo). But half the time you (in this particular case) nitpick small irrelevant items (EROI studies) to support that solar is the only path forward and
people are ‘unwise’ if they don’t see the ‘errors’. So -we’re headed for collapse!! OR ‘Solar is going to save us! Youve got the whole gamut covered….;-) I see it as disingenuous my old friend.
To the slide in question. The errors (to my eye) are different than the ones you point out.
First off, I fully agree with you that EROI is nigh useless, not because a biophysical accounting isn’t critically important to a world of energy-blind decisionmakers, but because- like everything else these days one can support whatever points ones tribe wants to make by changing the
boundaries of analysis. I wrote a paper 10 years ago trying to create a systemic categorization of EROI literature, but it – like previous efforts failed.https://www.jstor.org/stable/25547857
First off, the “EROI of solar of 6.8” is probably low, but it could be exactly correct or horribly wrong, depending on boundaries. Human societies (currently) run on ‘power’ or energy per unit time. So the TIMING and AVAILABILITY of the energy flow is what make it valuable. The graph
w green bars (appended below) show 2 energy technologies with identical EROIs, but society will prefer B every time (one that gives double the EROI in early years and then is done). Especially with interest rates going up, this favors fossil extraction that pays off investments in the first 6
months or so relative to longer duration stochastic flows.
http://www.theoildrum.com/node/7147
More importantly, the slide you question does technically state things wrong about the EROI being ‘when the sun shines/wind blows’ but conceptually they got the important point correct. EROI as you point out measures the entire lifetime of the tech, but the energy output IS only when the
sun shines/wind blows, as opposed to ‘when humans flick a switch’ in CC gas plants etc. https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/7/1/150
Again, the two techs shown in appended (black and white graph) are identical. But human society will vastly prefer tech (a) over tech(b) because (b) will need to have large additional costs to overcome the intermittence. The best data I have seen (Imperial College metastudy: Rembrandt
Koppelaar et al) shows solar around 12:1 – but again that’s a confusing boundary issue. A) that is the EROI of MARGINAL addition of solar TO a grid, not the EROI of the electricity coming from that grid with additional solar. Key point. Once you handicap for intermittence and time (and
storage) the 12:1 comes down to 4:1 which is in relation to 8:1 for coal. Using intelligent foresight we might be able to boost that 4:1 to 5:1 or 5.5:1 taking advantage of excess sun/wind and turning them into useful products via hydrolysis/methanol/hydrogen etc but right now when we have
excess from overbuild we just curtail it (which is never excluded from pro-forma EROIs btw)
Finally, I agree there is an error in the final line of slide: “We need 5:1 to maintain our way of life”. That is significantly wrong. We based our institutions and rules on energy being under 5% of our GDP (20:1). Anything substantially under 20:1 means we are living in a bubble. We are
approaching 8-9% of societal GDP being allocated to energy – in coming decades that will go to 15-20% (imo). All institutions and policies are based in 5%. We already cannot maintain our way of life but are continuing to do it by creating money to offset lower EROI. Money is calorieless,
but in the short term can add more gross energy to the system, at a larger (Seneca) risk in future.
The point you should be making – we all should be making – is that solar and wind are mature, cheap and viable -but in any combination with declining FF they cannot continue growth. Once growth ends (and for most people it already has), we have a date with financial Seneca. IF we
navigate that, how can we ‘plan’ to integrate more stochastic sources into our total energy mix? We have to discard this good/bad all/none dialogue imo. As you are witnessing, we are in full can-kicking mode. I’d like to think we can ask better questions and get people working on the real
issues.
I do agree with one core thing about your post – EROI is horribly confusing and has enough wiggle room in its calculation that people use it to make political points. Ergo it’s virtually useless to move conversation forward.
Have a good weekend, amico.”
Reply
Cynic said:
February 9, 2019 at 9:25 am
Hagens is quite as deluded as Bardi, but in a different way.
Bardi’s Seneca Cliff is, in fact, likely to be spot on.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
February 9, 2019 at 12:38 pm
I also agree with the Seneca Cliff idea.
Reply

89.

Rob Mielcarski said:
February 8, 2019 at 11:02 pm
For those of you that prefer to listen than read there is now an audio version of Jem Bendell’s important paper that makes the case civilization will collapse in the near term from climate change, regardless of what we do.
Bendell’s paper did not mention our debt bubble or declining fossil energy quality which means reality is MUCH worse than the dire picture he paints.
https://jembendell.wordpress.com/2019/01/29/deep-adapation-audio-video/
Reply

90.

david higham said:
February 9, 2019 at 5:25 am
Ugo has just replied to Antoinetta 111, stating that ‘renewable ‘ energy capturing infrastructure has an EROEI
>1 ( I assume he means > 1:1),therefore problem solved.
It will be able to supply the energy requirements of industrial civilisation,and the energy requirements to
enable it to replace itself without fossil fuel input as well.
The energy capturing infrastructure,of course,requires an EROEI far greater than 1:1 in order to do that.
As if energy is the only limiting factor. The mineral and other material requirements for an energy transition,
(capturing,storing,and dissipating equipment) . All rebuilt
every 30 to 50 years. Then there are all the other facets
of our predicament,which are not solved by an energy
transition. Best of luck to Ugo,but I think he is in cloudcuckoo land.
Reply

91.

james said:
February 9, 2019 at 9:11 am
The system is already collapsing. If there was a solar transition, the smidgen of net energy produced would be funneled to the military for conquest of windy and bright areas of the world or be poured into the concrete wall business to thwart the invading hordes and encroaching oceans. If
humans were really interested in building something long-lasting and sustainable, they would have done it when energy was abundant. But they were all involved in the monkey contest of getting rich in the here and now.
I forgot to add this from Bardi, a great example of forcing the Maximum Power Principle or Maximum Entropy Principle upon another nation. You can’t save anything, you’re forced to play by more powerful entities or you are conquered.
“Come on, Cupid, paradigms can be changed. Economic growth is not necessary for civilization. Japan built a beautiful non-growing civilization that lasted more than two centuries and could be still lasting were it not for Commodore Perry and his black ships forcing the Japanese to start
growing.”
Reply
Cynic said:
February 9, 2019 at 9:30 am
Quite true, James.
Hom Sap directs all energies, subconsciously, to immediate triumph in monkey-world, whatever the rhetorical dressing.
But maybe we should cheer up?
The ‘New Green Deal’ is here, and everyone is signing up to it: clean, good, energy, and prosperity for all!
Reply
Lidia17 said:
February 10, 2019 at 5:23 pm
Yes, that’s an example of opening up a(n essentially) closed system. Similarly, when global growth was stalling in the 1970s, Nixon *had to* go to China to bring them into the consumption fold. All debt-money economic systems rely on New Frontiers (resources *out*side the
system), the exploitation of which they can then pretend are “natural” profits from *within* the system. Now that we have run out of room to play that game, they’re talking about Mars.
That’s why I think of capitalism and debt-money as Technologies which break down energy gradients faster than would happen otherwise. James, would you say they have a kind of enzymatic action?
Reply
james said:
February 11, 2019 at 8:24 am
Yea, banks and fiats are like cancer promoters or an RNA transcriptase.
Reply
Cynic said:
February 11, 2019 at 2:41 pm
Although with hindsight it looks like a ‘beautiful system’, and has been much hyped as such, Bardi neglects (with others) to mention that there was quite a bit of discontent with the Edo system – so many of them were quite ready for new options when the Yanks forced their way in,
and were prepared to embrace Modernity and all its thrilling toys with enthusiasm.
Reply

92.

Apneaman said:
February 10, 2019 at 4:34 pm
reditt r/collapse has mostly turned to shit (feelings N stuff), but sometimes I still find a lmfao gem in the rough.
Mass suicide should not only be encouraged; it should be enforced
What happens when you get cancer? You go to chemo. You mass destroy the cancer cells. You don’t tell them to “be better” because they are inherently bad and in fact cannot get better. They will only keep multiplying, and they will eventually kill you.
Humans are the cancer cells of the planet. There is no use trying to help them “be better”. You will never do enough to save the planet. Are you growing a garden to restore the ecosystem? Your daily consumption is still contributing to the rapid decline of species and consumerism of
resources. Are you vegan? You’re still eating food that costs billions of tons of water and pesticides to cultivate. Do you not use plastic? Your other goods still cost resources to build and ship.
The only solution is the mass removal of human systems across the globe. Don’t stop at 1 billion left: there cannot be more than a thousand left, if any. After all, it is the only way to save the Earth. No, this is not a troll post: I believe this is the only long term solution. People often like to
meme that “Thanos did nothing wrong”. I say he didn’t do enough. Life unchecked will only consume and destroy. The only outcome is near total or absolute eradication of the invasive species known as humans.
https://www.reddit.com/r/collapse/comments/ap8l43/mass_suicide_should_not_only_be_encouraged_it/
Reply
james said:
February 11, 2019 at 8:27 am
If the technological cells weren’t built around human RNA, then there wouldn’t be as much pressure to consume the organic world. However, cells equipped with technological RNA would likely still make the planet toxic and unable to support life, especially if they went to war.
Reply
mad_bobul said:
February 11, 2019 at 1:57 pm
Blah blah blah…
This is bullshit 😉 .
Why even bother??
My point here is – what good is in “self-restriction” in order to allow some scraps of life to remain on this shithole.
I would say the only noble idea for so called “self-aware” life is to try so hard that all the rock would be absolutely sterilized. I know – that is extremally difficult if not impossible.
But wouldn’t it be beautiful and ironic if we managed to kick off this whole bad joke called “life” out of the planet??
Reply
james said:
February 11, 2019 at 3:55 pm
People won’t self-restrict because they can’t and if some do then evolution will provide some less reticent about burning everything in sight for an advantage and representation in the corporeal realm.
Reply
Cynic said:
February 12, 2019 at 3:29 pm
The Cathars pretty much had that idea, you know.
This planet is actually rather fascinating and often beautiful, as well as very cruel and highly dangerous: I’m delighted to be experiencing it.
Reply
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david higham said:
February 10, 2019 at 6:52 pm
Here’s another problem that will be solved if we can only
get this whole shebang operating on ‘renewable’ energy.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/feb/10/plummeting-insect-numbers-threaten-collapse-of-nature
Reply
david higham said:
February 11, 2019 at 2:08 am
I guess i should have said that that was sarcasm,but that
is no doubt pretty obvious to anyone who read my previous comments.
Reply
james said:
February 11, 2019 at 8:35 am
Most of the people in the cancer don’t recognize themselves as being composed of cells and alive. They identify with their roles in the technological cells and their functional routines (and life everlasting.)
Reply

94.

james said:
February 13, 2019 at 12:40 pm
A very informative work by Roddier:
“The Thermodynamics of Evolution”
http://www.francois-roddier.fr/blog_en/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Thermodynamics_of_evolution.pdf
“Current progresses in communications are such as they generate a globalization of knowledge. What occured in Europ during the century of the Enlightment is occuring today at the scale of the whole world. Mankind is becoming conscious of its evolution. Its energy dissipation is
dominated by an ensemble of countries with a so-called neoliberal ideology. Born in the United States, this ideology spread to Europe. One now talks about a neoliberal globalisation, a mainstream conformist thinking called in french «pensée unique». American culture is spreading
everywhere in the world. The americal language is becoming a universal memetic code. Cultural «biodiversity» is threatened. It is clear that if there is a collapse, it will be the collapse of this currently dominating culture. It will collapse as collapsed the greco-roman culture, the Christandom
of the middle-ages, or the absolute monarchies.One can try to estimate the date of this collapse by comparing the lifetimes of the various Ising domains we have just mentioned. One is again struck by the extraordinary acceleration of the evolution. Nine hundred years elapsed between the
foundation of the Roman Republic and the end of the Roman Empire. From Charlemagne to the hundred years war, the growth phase of the Middle Ages lasted 500 years. Colonial empires have typically lasted 100-200 years. The Soviet Union lasted only 70 years. This suggests that the
current ideology will soon collapse. – Ch. 14
Reply
jackert said:
February 14, 2019 at 3:51 pm
In a world of green new deals and other associated techno-hopium, this is a refreshing find. Thanks for sharing, James.
Reply
james said:
February 15, 2019 at 12:02 pm
You’re welcome. I share many of his conclusions. I had heard of him by reputation and am glad this work was in English.
Reply
david higham said:
February 14, 2019 at 6:41 pm
Comment on page 170 of this essay: an existence of a thousand centuries requires more than that. The solar
collectors themselves have to be able to self-replicate.
( No reliance on mining or human manufacturing)
Cities convert cyclic nutrient systems into linear systems.
(linear on human time-scales,as the nutrients still cycle
in geological time-scales,via subduction and uplifting of tectonic plates and volcanic activity),so nutrient supply
constraints mean that system failure is inevitable.
Agricultural civilisations ,where soil erosion rates are greater than soil formation rates,eventually fail.
(salinisation due to irrigation in some climates leads to the
same fate)
The only human societies which do not have systemic
flaws which lead to inevitable,eventual collapse are the
hunter-gatherers and the hunter-horticulturalist and
nomadic pastoralist societies which do not rely on mining.
A good book which explains this comment in more detail
is ‘Too Smart for our own Good’ (Dilworth)
Reply
james said:
February 15, 2019 at 12:13 pm
God works in mysterious ways, but only in one direction – entropy.
I sort of feel sorry for all the dissipatives, they’re born into it on a wave of gradient reducing success. Humans aren’t all that intelligent, they’ve self-organized into a new technological tool-using system which has opened many new gradients which will soon be exhausted. The
intelligence which could temper greed is soon defeated by evolution and the production of those that lie, cheat and steal their way to advantage.
Reply
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james said:
February 13, 2019 at 3:04 pm
It seems that “globalization” hit its peak around 2008, shortly after the oil price shock. Until that time the system was self-organizing for a maximum creation of entropy. Now it is collapsing into a more simple state with fewer flows and less “international” complexity. It won’t stop there as
energy stocks are diminished.
” In 1922, the American statistician Alfred Lotka concluded that natural selection maximizes the ﬂow energy which passes through an organic structure. It works, he says explicitly, as a third law of thermodynamics.” – Roddier
Even though the unified, global, international organism (cancer) would be able to process the most energy and resources the fastest, it’s evolution is being cut short by inadequate nutrition and an environment changing much faster (global warming, pollution, extinctions) than the ability of
existing organizations to adapt (see Roddier). Humans were awesome in their comfort controlled cells and cars at funneling away an immense amount of energy, but it seems that most of their accomplishments, if not all, will soon be unneeded by the Universe as they will have served their
dissipative purpose. The humans, evolved to create and use tools in the reduction of finite gradients like coal, gas, large quadrupeds, forests and oil will soon be unneeded too because all of the above will be gone.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
February 14, 2019 at 12:33 am
Yep, we’ll need new organisms, preferably radiation-resistant, to exploit the jellyfish gradient.
Reply
james said:
February 14, 2019 at 12:05 pm
CRISPR is being applied, but only for radiation-resistant humans that eat jellyfish.
Reply
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dave said:
February 15, 2019 at 9:56 am
so, I downloaded that little book by Roddier. i’m actually reading it. iingesting and digesting it, as opposed to my normal practice of tasting and spitting in disgust. on page 20…
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
February 15, 2019 at 11:56 am
Let us know if it is worth the time. I scanned it and thought he needed an editor to remove 4 out of 5 words.
Reply
dave said:
February 16, 2019 at 8:55 am
well, i’m only on page maybe 25. i’m a slow reader, if I want to understand something.
anyhoo, he seems to have two main points:
1. there is no sharp distinction between “living” matter and other forms of matter. which seems obvious, self evident, to me.
2. there is no real difference between the degradation, corruption, dissolution of ordered information over time, and the production of waste heat, entropy. it’s all the same thing. which is an idea that i’m kind of familiar with, but his presentation seems to make the connection
clear, obvious. for me, this is kind of novel. maybe not for others.
it’s kind of like Jame’s analogy. the connection between human tool use, our inherently robotic nature, and cellular RNA function. once it’s pointed out, in the right way, it just seems obvious. why didn’t I think of that?
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
February 16, 2019 at 4:27 pm
Thanks kindly. I can’t stand authors that take 25 pages to make 2 obvious points. The goal should be to communicate an idea with the fewest possible words.
Reply
james said:
February 15, 2019 at 12:15 pm
I liked this recent video by Martin Butler too.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjUfCaIUnk4
Reply
dave said:
February 16, 2019 at 10:05 am
I’ve come to very similar conclusions:
1. the world, the universe, existence is a nightmare. eat or be eaten is the name of the game. most cannot or will not see this (MORT).
2. as part of the nightmare, I am a nightmare creature, an uncanny puppet that knows it’s a puppet.
3. given the realization of our situation as nightmare puppets that must kill other puppets in order to exist for some short duration, the only rational thing to do is suicide. or, for those who still have such a choice, at least stop breeding. however, there is nothing rational about
Spinoza’s “god”, Schopenhauer’s “will to life”, or a thermodynamic imperative.
so there ya go. I guess.
Reply
Cynic said:
February 16, 2019 at 3:03 pm
From one point of view ‘a nightmare’, from another merely a pattern, and fate.
The principal motivation for suicide, among the sane, has always been to avoid social shame, or subjection to another’s power: there is no shame at all in being part of this eat and be eaten world, even if it is unaesthetically pleasing, so it is not the rational option.
Reply
dave said:
February 16, 2019 at 3:51 pm
eh, continuing, and participating in, an existence which offers nothing but pain and death, for all concerned, where a respite counts as pleasure, where satisfaction is a lie, seems silly, at best. it’s certainly not rational from the participant’s point of view. only a twisted
form of logic, imposed by god no less, can make it appear that way, rational that is.
Reply
james said:
February 18, 2019 at 9:15 am
It seems that we (dissipative structures) only exist to facilitate the the conversion of high-grade free energy into low-grade heat so we eat, we eat, we eat.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
February 15, 2019 at 2:47 pm
“The only human societies which do not have systemic flaws which lead to inevitable,eventual collapse are the hunter-gatherers and the hunter-horticulturalist and nomadic pastoralist societies which do not rely on mining.”
I call bullshit.
All human cultures since we evolved denial 100,000 years ago and became “behaviorally modern” have lived unsustainably everywhere we went. It’s what we do. Large mammals went extinct on every continent shortly after we arrived, with the exception of course in Africa where
the animals co-evolved with us and thus knew to fear us.
Agriculture was not a choice. We ate most of the wild animals and needed a new energy source.
Reply
james said:
February 16, 2019 at 9:16 am
Even marginal success that leads to one-percent growth per year in population will eventually lead to collapse. The population can cycle, but over the longer term it must remain stable. What’s that number for humans? Thirty-five million? (in an undegraded ecosystem.)
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
February 16, 2019 at 4:31 pm
To set a sustainable population size you must first define the standard of living. The planet might optimistically support 1 billion living as medieval peasants. As modern Canadians, maybe 10 million.
Reply
david higham said:
February 16, 2019 at 5:33 pm
There were plenty of the societies living sustainably the way I mentioned,before being wiped out,or altered irretrievably by the
juggernaut of industrial civilisation. Still a few around. Have a read of ‘The cambridge encyclopedia of hunter-gatherers’ for a start.
Population control was practised,by various
means ,including abortion and infanticide at times. I can list some books where this is explained in detail,if you want.
Industrial civilisation is absurdly unsustainable,
as a contrast. The aboriginal Australians lived
here for about 60,000 years ,and the accounts of the early explorers wax lyrical at times,in their descriptions of ecosystems brimming with
abundant life. This civilisation will last around
300 years,and leave a wasteland in its wake.
Reply
dave said:
February 16, 2019 at 5:54 pm
from what I understand of it, there was abundant large fauna when humans arrived on Australia. they made short work of that. then, they were left with wide open spaces, desert, scrub, grasslands. their limiting factor (leibeg’s law), may have been water
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
February 16, 2019 at 6:27 pm
I agree with Dave that the aboriginal Australians wiped out everything big shortly after their arrival.
I’m not an expert on this topic. I’d like you to be right but I suspect you are wrong. I don’t want to go too far into this rabbit hole but I’m willing to invest a little time.
If you’re game, please provide me with what you consider to be the best example of a sustainable hunter gatherer culture. Please pick one where there was plenty of unexploited valuable resources that they chose not to consume, and where they kept their their population
well below carrying capacity.
I’ll then do a little research to confirm.
Reply
Slow Paul said:
February 22, 2019 at 2:19 pm
Sustainability is not a concept of nature, it is just an abstract concept humans have invented out of fear when facing limits. Anything that grows is inherently unsustainable.
Everything is changing all the time. All the plants and animals (including fire apes) and the cells they are made up are either growing, renewing or being consumed by another organism. All the time. As Martin Butler puts it (quoting Gurdjieff or someone) that this planet is a
meat grinder.
So even hunter gatherers are prone to both growth and collapse.
Reply

97.

Apneaman said:
February 15, 2019 at 1:28 pm
Hope Changes Nothing
February 15, 2019
“Our world is overrun with the desperate voices of hope. Billions of humans wishing, praying, hoping for things to change. And yet nothing ever does. In fact, things are worsening by the day. Still, the age-old reprise of “you’ve got to have hope” persists. Indeed, it refuses to die. We’ve
become adept at digging our heels in deeper—seemingly paralyzed by our unwillingness to let go—even when the evidence is clear that hoping our way to a better world is a dismal failure. Our inexplicable dependence on the delusive crutch of hope has fundamentally rendered us
powerless.”
“So I offer to you not a testament to hope, but an obituary of sorts. R.I.P. hope. You should have died long ago. You changed nothing, and under your spell of self-deception, neither did humanity.”
http://www.debozarko.com/hope-changes-nothing/
Reply
james said:
February 16, 2019 at 9:30 am
Hope is a mental palliative for those living miserable lives. Tomorrow will be better -we hope. But considering that we’re about to take a long slide down the Seneca Cliff, I see no reason for hope. Tomorrow will be worse – we know, but we can hope that it will be less worse than the
absolute worst it can be. Don’t count on it.
Reply
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david higham said:
February 16, 2019 at 8:48 pm
Rob and Dave, My understanding is that it is still not certain if the only factor in the disappearance of Australian
mega-fauna was the arrival of humans. There are probably
climate-change factors involved as well. There is no doubt that the aborigines changed Australia,that a mosaic burning regime restricted rainforest spread,reduced undergrowth,etc. We also have to remember that the main reason mosaic burning was practised was that a large
section of the fauna thrived under that practice. That fauna was an important part of the food supply for them.
I have already mentioned that the reports of the early explorers were that the ecosystems here were in a state
of robust vitality. Food supply was not a problem for the
aborigines in most years. Extended droughts could cause
famines for the inland tribes ,but coastal communities were
not subject to this. It is also documented that when a large
food supply became available,such as a stranded whale,
coastal communities sent messages to nearby inland
tribes to share the bounty. This is really too large a subject
to cover in a blog comment. If you find this interesting,
‘The Biggest Estate on Earth’, by Bill Gammage,and
‘Triumph of the Nomads’ by Geoffrey Blainey provide a lot of detailed information,including population control measures used. Marshall Sahlins provides a lot of information on the time spent on food gathering in
‘The Original Affluent Society’
We are so isolated from nature in this civilisation that it is difficult to understand that the hunter-gatherers had a
different ontology,detailed and intimate understanding of
animal behaviour,and understood very well the functioning
of ecosystems,and that there were limits to what human
population the ecosystem they inhabited could support.
The Bushmen in South Africa,for example,would discuss
the probability of being able to support a new child under
the conditions prevailing before the child was
born. If it was decided that the possibilty of raising the child was low,the newborn was smothered in sand before drawing its first breath. I have an account here by an anthropologist who witnessed this.
The original point I was making about the Roddier article
is that he resorts to the same wishful thinking as Ugo
Bardi . Read page 170 . A solar powered civilisation will
last a thousand centuries. Well now,doesn’t that sound grand? Who would be so churlish as express doubt about jumping aboard that salvation train? The devil is in the
details. Human societies have survived over a thousand
centuries using plants as the self-replicating energy
capturers and storers. Industrial civilisation mining the
required minerals ,manufacturing and installing the capturing,storage and dissipating equipment is subject to
energy and material supply constraints that did not exist
under the the previous system.
Even if the solar collectors are made using silicon and aluminium only,we still hit supply constraints for the storage and dissipating equipment. The mind- boggling
quantity required to supply an industrial civilisation of
7.6 billion people has to be resupplied every 30 to 50
years. Some recycling is possible,but we still hit energy and material supply constraints.
‘Scarcity’ by Chris Clugston provides much detailed information on the estimated number of years before
supply constraints for a long list of minerals become limiting factors.
I mentioned other factors (soil loss, nutrient system changes) just to highlight that energy supply is not the only factor preventing this civilisation from lasting a thousand centuries.
Reply
david higham said:
February 16, 2019 at 11:37 pm
or even the rest of this century.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
February 17, 2019 at 2:08 am
Thanks, I’m sure if I read the books you reference they will support your point of view. I also suspect I could find some papers that dispute those claims.
Let’s try first principles. All life obeys the maximum power principle because at our core we are replicators competing for finite resources. All species will replicate until some resource constrains them.
Intelligence can only emerge with denial of reality, and denial prevents the intelligence from seeing and acting on its own overshoot.
All hunter gatherers believed in some form of god which means they definitely were not aware of their reality denial. Therefore it is highly unlikely that they behaved any differently than we do. They just didn’t have access to concentrated energy.
Reply
Cynic said:
February 17, 2019 at 4:35 am
Would it not be better to say that ‘the denial of reality is likely to emerge when a certain kind of intelligence has been developed’?
Many kinds, and levels, of intelligence clearly do not require ‘reality-denial’ in any way at all.
Perhaps reality-denial is to simple a concept.
Reply
Cynic said:
February 17, 2019 at 4:41 am
A mind distracted by highly stimulating complexity might also be more prone to reality-denial, as we see today.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
February 17, 2019 at 12:58 pm
You’re right, in the interest of brevity I was too loose with my words. I define intelligence as being able to visit the moon, decode DNA, understand quantum physics, and of course since it triggered denial, understand its own mortality.
Reply
Cynic said:
February 17, 2019 at 4:46 am
It is quite certain that some human groups have arrived at a very clear understanding of limits which are not to be breached if the group as a whole is to stand a chance of surviving, and also that this is not at all incompatible with earlier actions leading to considerable environmental
depletion.
Well-documented practices such as infanticide and sending groups of surplus youths off to near-certain death are evidence of this.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
February 17, 2019 at 1:01 pm
Perhaps, but aren’t those limits always at the maximum carrying capacity of the environment for humans? I’m talking about a tribe constraining itself below its carrying capacity so other species can also thrive.
Reply
Cynic said:
February 18, 2019 at 8:47 am
Yes, I’d agree with you there, Rob: they bump right up against limits, face local extinction, and then institute practices and customs -which we would, perversely, regard as cruel, evil. ‘immoral’ – which enable survival of the group as a whole.
And, without a social and legal environment which enables the pursuit of science, secure property rights, investment, the creation of tools created from mined metals, advanced medicine, etc, and which therefore also fails to deliver ever-greater quantities of stimulation and
also cannot advance the credit to pursue ‘growth and innovation’, (the model developed in Britain in the 18th century) they stay within those limits thereafter.
And appear, in retrospect, to be Wise…
Just as a dog, having been butted about by an angry ram, avoids sheep, but didn’t have the sense to stay clear of the ram in the first place….
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
February 18, 2019 at 4:33 pm
Bingo, brilliantly said.
Reply
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dave said:
February 17, 2019 at 8:06 am
the wat I see it is that hunter gather (HG) societies hit various physical limits to there populations (again law of the minimum). they then adapted practices and ideologies that were shaped by those limits. not the other way around.
the aboriginies, for example, if they had had access to sheep and cattle horses and metal for drilling wells and making guns and such, their practices and stories, and population, would have matched the conditions under which they found themselves, not the other way around. don’t work like
that.
industrial peoples have not yet hit their limiting factor (again law of the minimum). when they do, everything will change. soon, I think. if there’s any humans left in 100 or so years, their practices and stories will be of a completely different sort than what we’re used to. their stories and
practices will be shaped by the conditions under which they find themselves. it’s never the other way round.
right now, we have stories of progress and the betterment of humanity. we point at our artifacts and technics to support our stories. (same as HG’s) this cannot and will not continue.
something like that, i’d say.
Reply
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dave said:
February 17, 2019 at 9:44 am
to put it more succinctly: humans, like everything else in the universe, organize themselves in a fashion that will maximize entropy production from their surroundings. unlike everything else, they then tell stories about what a good job they did.
Reply
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Apneaman said:
February 17, 2019 at 2:25 pm
We Are Off The Cliff
“The positive feedbacks reinforce themselves and each other. We are already off the cliff.
Could you give an example of a runaway feedback loop?
Global warming intensifies droughts and wildfires. In turn, they cause woodlands to release more heat-trapping gases into the atmosphere. As this trend continues, forests – such as the Amazon – become a carbon input, rather than a sink, and accelerate global warming… which intensifies
droughts and wildfires.
So once such feedback is in motion, it can’t be stopped and reversed within the time frame relevant to human experience.
Unfortunately, no.
Do the projections provided by the IPCC reflect this reality? Do climatologists model the behaviour of such phenomena?
I’ve spoken with several scientists, some of them even IPCC authors themselves, who unequivocally state that the IPCC is politically influenced to always lowball their predictions and modeling. One scientist even calls them „criminally negligent” for how extreme their lowballing
predictions has become, compared to how severe and rapid things are unfolding today. Besides, most (but not all) scientists, like most humans, do not grasp the concept of exponential growth. But this is something we all need to understand, given that feedback loops entail non-linear
changes.
The inability to model these processes means all national climate policies have been based on the faulty assessments of the UN body. Meanwhile, the climate system is quickly moving to a new state.
Precisely.”
https://earthmaven.io/sustainablehuman/old-story/we-are-off-the-cliff-Kt7qrjkNp06HHqhhdIxZ2Q/
Reply
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Apneaman said:
February 17, 2019 at 11:40 pm
The prestigious Ivy league climate change explaining site yale climate connections trying to sweet talk y’all before they let you know y’all is getting fucked. Very diplomatic of them.
“A principal difficulty in modeling and predicting tipping points is the inclusion of positive feedbacks. By their nature, they tend to “blow up” due to exponential growths, especially if the physics of those processes aren’t known with great certainty. For this reason, climate scientists often
err on the side of caution and do not include many of them in climate models. The IPCC projections, for example, do not include feedbacks from the permafrost. As a result, climate predictions often underestimate future warming.
There are telltale signs that the permafrost is already tipping across the Arctic.
Consider a recent study which finds that the models which do the best job at simulating the recent past predict greater future warming. In other words, models that predict the greatest future warming are very likely the most accurate.
So it might turn out that the goals set forth by the Paris Agreement are not sufficient. Indeed, there are telltale signs that the permafrost is already tipping across the Arctic.”
https://www.yaleclimateconnections.org/2018/02/the-permafrost-bomb-is-ticking/
Climate Modeler and MSM darling Michael Mann is once again playing lead hand on the methane plunge protection team. What the fuck is the worry? 3 more doomers might clue in? Much ado – no one is paying attention.
The bomb authorities need worry about right now is the jobs-inequality bomb. That sucker could blow any day ( look for some Rosa Parks moment as trigger).
Jobs is what most of the cancer apes care about……….. which is normal.
Who cares about reverse positive feedback loops in the Arctic going exponential in 5-10 years when they have a family to support now and there is little to no work?
Reply
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james said:
February 18, 2019 at 9:30 am
“The reader would have acknowledged that the conclusions of the report (Limits to Growth) are also consistent with the laws of thermodynamics we have described. As Georgescu Roegen recalled us, while dissipating energy, mankind inevitably modify its environment. One now knows
that the more it modiﬁes its environment the faster it must readapt. Figure 14 shows that it is already no longer able to readapt fast enough to avoid a collapse of the population level around 2030. It is indeed the Red Queen effect in biology or the process of self-organized criticality in
physics.” – Roddier
Reply
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james said:
February 18, 2019 at 9:35 am
“Gradually mankind discovers the harsh reality. One cannot reduce social inequalities, nor protect our environment without slowing economic growth. Meanwhile, we are all competing with each other to maximize energy dissipation. For a country, slow growth means losing
competitiveness. One must therefore run as fast as possible. To paraphrase Margaret Thatcher, there is no alternative (57). One recognize again the Red Queen effect. It leads straight to the collapse of our societies.
Is there really no way to get get out of this? Not individually. The ﬁrst one who starts running slower is outstrip by others. He is immediately removed from the race by natural selection. The only solution would be that all of us collectively agree to slow down our economic growth. This is
the famous Prisoner’s Dilemma. It is possible only if a close cooperation is established between all the countries of the world. Establishing such a cooperation requires a long-term effort. It is the tit for tat strategy (section 12.1). We can see it in the difﬁculty of maintaining the Kyoto
agreements. In biology, the examples I have given, dealing with bacteria, amoeba or vampire bats, show that such an effort is made only in periods of hardship, when everything goes wrong. Today, even though wealth is very unevenly distributed, we are in a period of abundance and
overproduction. We are caught in a vicious circle where only a continued economic growth can maintain our current standard of living. It is understandable that no government wants to take the risk of slowing down the growth of its country. It will do so only if all other governments of the
world do the same, and if no one has the possibility of cheating. It implies that the current foundations of our economy must be put back into question. One can easily understood that this will not happen unless everything goes wrong.
Put asleep by the hormones from the media (section 15.2.3), the global brain of our societies will not wake up until the economic “peanuts” completely cease to arrive (section 14.4.2). Unfortunately, when this will happen, it will be too late. The collapse of our society seems inevitable.”Roddier
It seems we’re going into collapse without much cooperation, only greater competition for resources. Conversion of resources to waste will be pursued to the end. Each nation will be reluctant to retire nuclear facilities for the same reasons stated above, until resources and society are
incapable of containing the oozing radioactive scabs.
Reply
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Apneaman said:
February 18, 2019 at 1:08 pm
“For a country, slow growth means losing competitiveness. One must therefore run as fast as possible. To paraphrase Margaret Thatcher, there is no alternative (57).”
This is why Canada is letting immigrants in like crazy. Like some poor semi literate raggedy assed villager is going to replace a tradesman (me) or a white collar pro like Rob M who are 100% necessary for the extractive economy. Not happening, but the bean counters first & foremost care
about beans. Later on they’ll say, ‘who could have seen that coming’, ‘yabut the model said………….’.
Opinion: Canada replacing its population a case of wilful ignorance, greed, excess political correctness
Why is such a drastic population replacement taking place and who is benefiting from it?
“While Canada has been helped by large-scale immigration at various times in its history, the current high intake causes more problems than benefits for our current population. Our economy grows because of the increasing population, but the average Canadian gets a smaller piece of the
bigger pie. The cost is huge — with latest estimates indicating taxpayers have to underwrite recent arrivals to the tune of around $30 billion annually. Young people in large cities such as Vancouver and Toronto are being crowded out of the housing market by sky-high prices caused largely
by the ceaseless flow of new arrivals, and the quality of life of most residents is negatively affected by increased traffic and commute times, along with congestion and pressure on the health care and education systems.
Despite this, those who profit from mass immigration continue to laud its benefits. Their claims are not supported by the facts, however.”
https://vancouversun.com/opinion/op-ed/opinion-canada-replacing-its-population-a-case-of-wilful-ignorance-greed-excess-political-correctness
They know it in Hungry too, but since they have long been racist & xenophobic (#2 Nazi party behind the Germans) they’ll pretend tax breaks for fucking & squirting a few extras out can solve their replacement level problems. Just another PR stunt.
Hungary waives income tax for mothers of 4 in bid to restore sustainable birthrate
The prime minister emphasized the need for Hungarian women to have more children.
“As part of a national effort to increase the birth rate of Hungary, Prime Minister Viktor Orban announced that the government would exempt mothers of four or more children from paying income tax for life. As added incentive, the prime minister also offered reduce mortgage payments for
those with children, offered state aid in purchasing larger family vehicles, included grandparents in paid maternity leave, added day care options, and introduced new loans available for families.”
https://aleteia.org/2019/02/13/hungary-waives-income-tax-for-mothers-of-4-in-bid-to-restore-sustainable-birthrate/
And when the shit hits for real all the monkeys will tribe up along racial & ethnic lines & our white spoiled useless progressives will still expect preferential treatment/protection even though they are in fact the deadest of societal dead weight although they were just doing their part – MPP,
White’s Law, Parkinson’s Law, etc.
BTW, my comment about tradesmen and engineer types is not just about our professional training. It starts way before that. It’s part if our culture. “It” being thinking in straight lines and such.
Reply
james said:
February 20, 2019 at 9:39 am
It’s similar to building more roads and infrastructure to stimulate GDP. They think that importing more RNA will stimulate the economy even when there will be less and less for them to work with.
Reply

106.

Apneaman said:
February 18, 2019 at 2:57 pm
The New Improved 1984
http://patzek-lifeitself.blogspot.com/2019/02/the-new-improved-1984.html
Reply
james said:
February 20, 2019 at 10:23 am
I like Tad. He tells it like it is. The dopamine will flow until the energy and resources do not.
Reply
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Apneaman said:
February 19, 2019 at 12:17 pm
“The numbers are staggering: “The built world that sustains us is so vast that, for every pound of an average person’s body, there are 30 tons of infrastructure: roads, houses, sidewalks, utility grids, intensively farmed soil, and so forth”
https://medium.com/@FeunFooPermaKra/the-collapse-of-global-civilization-has-begun-b527c649754c
Reply
james said:
February 20, 2019 at 10:29 am
Here is the comment from Peter Kashev Jr., the cryptocurrency reporter for Medium.
“Why did you put so much effort writing this article? To earn some money through Medium?
Also, why do you continue using Internet? It consumes a tone of energy and produces an equal amount of waste.
Come on! Are you serious?”
Is Kashev just another human rat competing for the cheese?
Reply
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james said:
February 20, 2019 at 10:03 am
More good work by Salthe.
http://mdpi.org/entropy/papers/e9020083.pdf
Conclusion.
“The Big Bang gave rise to universal thermodynamic disequilibrium, activating the Second Law of thermodynamics, represented locally by the maximum entropy production principle (MEP). Since the requirement of their embodiment prevents achievement of MEP, abiotic dissipative
structures can be said instead to act to degrade macroscopic energy gradients as rapidly as possible, dissipating some of the energy and exposing the degraded remains to further dissipative forces. That is, in agreement with previous authors, degradation of energy gradients can be interpreted
as a local nonequilibrium proxy for the Second Law, which is thus acting as a final cause of this activity. Given that some local systems do not just explosively dissipate, modular (scale hierarchical) structure makes possible the function of mesoscopic dissipative structures in furthering the
dissipation of energy gradients. Organismic work is homologous to the energy utilization of abiotic dissipative structures, the results of which are also homologous to the work products of living systems. That is to say, work of any kind furthers the thermodynamic equilibration of the
Universe.”
Reply
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james said:
February 20, 2019 at 10:22 am
All of the dissipative structures that form to reduce gradients seem to try and maximize flow (Maximum Power Principle). A maximum energy flow through human societies should then be one that maximizes dopamine/opioid production. It seems likely that humans preferentially retain
certain ideas and beliefs based purely upon the delivery of dopamine. One example might be the belief by economists in the infinite substitutability of goods and resources and the concept of infinite growth. The alternative neural circuits which host “negative” ideas, are soon removed from
consciousness as they are not rewarded and reinforced through the action of dopamine. Thinking certain things can release dopamine and therefore those circuits become stronger and overshadow less rewarding ideas.
Roddier mentioned Ising domains and I find these interesting. Individual behaviors become aligned to facilitate and maximize entropy production. Can the generalized behavior and beliefs of a society be aligned so as to produce the maximum entropy? Is this why we believe in capitalism
and “pursuit of happiness” among other things? Each citizen “flips” to align with the others in a herd mentality as they find the dopamine releasing arrangement which maximizes energy dissipation. If this is the case, it may be useless to use arguments against infinite growth on a finite
planet and related “bad” news. The populace believes in what maximizes dopamine and opioids in the brain and by evolution this happens to be maximum gradient conversion and growth.
Perhaps when an existing arrangement of dissipative energy channels become diminished in their ability to create entropy, there is a chance for a competing arrangement to “flip” the participants in another direction as, for example, the new socialism challenges capitalism. Although
socialism may increase energy flow for a short while, it is likely that both socialism and capitalism are slated for extinction once the resource/energy gradients are gone. Does chaos then rein? As the aligned cooperation of individuals to accomplish maximum energy flow comes into
question, each individual may begin to spin chaotically, seeking the next set of beliefs and behaviors that will deliver the goods. In any case, if ideas and beliefs are reinforced by dopamine and opioids much like a rewards-seeking behavioral circuits, then the difficulty of displacing them
with unpalatable reality will be daunting and has proven to be so. “Make America Great Again” is likely much more appealing to the brain and more likely to be kept there than “Collapse is Right Around the Corner.” Humans are confined to beliefs that offer rewards and this may obfuscate
the reality which will end their roles as dissipative structures on earth. But they will have performed their function faithfully to the end.
Reply
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Apneaman said:
February 20, 2019 at 3:20 pm
New one from xraymike
The Inconvenient Truth of Modern Civilization’s Inevitable Collapse
https://collapseofindustrialcivilization.com/2019/02/19/the-inconvenient-truth-of-modern-civilizations-inevitable-collapse/
Reply
james said:
February 20, 2019 at 3:40 pm
I found xraymike’s blog very informative and interesting and check-in occasionally. It was only after reading his blog that I decided to start one myself and I used the same WordPress format as his. I hope he writes more, but I believe it is preordained that humans will be chasing
rewards right over the proverbial cliff. The situation is like telling someone to quit smoking for many, many years and then finding that they have stage IV lung cancer. It’s no longer time to tell them to quit smoking and they won’t listen anyway. Xraymike, Dave Cohen, Paul Chefurka
and others have figured this out. I’m a slow learner. A new name for my blog might be megahospice.com. But this is also an exploration of the nature of things. It all seems rather constrained by the laws of thermodynamic which constrain the evolution and behavior of dissipative
structures. 🙂
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=364&v=sTDwHMe-3RE
Reply
Lidia17 said:
February 20, 2019 at 7:45 pm
James, I am glad you are still with us. It’s nice to have a place to commune with fellow travellers (ka-ching.. reward!). Paul seems to have said all he wanted to say, and I appreciate his work and his silence. Mike and Dave seem to be drawn back to the game every so often,
which I can understand because the frustration with things builds and builds and some kind of release feels necessary (why I bothered commenting at Bardi’s, I reckon.. just feels good to get things off one’s chest).
I value this blog (Rob’s blog, too) because (for me) without reminders of our insignificance it’s sometimes easy to get caught back up in Agency-based delusions.
Reply
Cynic said:
February 21, 2019 at 5:17 am
It’s somewhat consoling at this stage to see other beacons flickering on distant hills, lit by those who can also see the disaster unrolling, even when one knows they must soon go out…..
Reply
james said:
February 22, 2019 at 11:03 am
Today, like yesterday, the humans are pursuing the shortest routes to maximize their gain of power, sex and resources, the mainstays of a successful dissipative. They must thank their parents for being at least minimally successful at the contest and dropping them
into a world of greed, trickery and enslavement where the stimulants of dopamine grow scarcer by the day.
The beacon should stay lit until God’s little wind-up toys lay motionless on the sterile ground.
Reply
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Apneaman said:
February 20, 2019 at 6:02 pm
Yes indeed we are in hospice………….for humanity, most of whom don’t know it. That’s probably for the best. I’m not where Chefurka is, but I’m past trying to convince anyone of anything and schadenfreude just ain’t what it used to be:(
I like all those people you mentioned, Gail Z and Dave Pollard too.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WNc5-QQazq4
Reply
Cynic said:
February 22, 2019 at 4:24 am
Yes, one reaches a Seneca Cliff in respect of Schadenfreude: it grows most satisfyingly, until…..
Reply
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Apneaman said:
February 21, 2019 at 12:37 pm
I found the ‘perfect’ drug to dump into the municipal drinking water supply (not mine) to slow the megacancer down.
Reduced neural response to reward following 7 days treatment with the cannabinoid CB1 antagonist rimonabant in healthy volunteers
“Our main finding is that 7 d treatment with rimonabant (20 mg), compared to placebo, reduces the neural processing of a rewarding stimulus in humans.”
“Further, there is evidence in rodents that CB1 antagonism reduces food consumption (Carai et al.2005; Di Marzo & Matias, 2005). Thus, in addition to lowered enjoyment (and consumption) of food, rimonabant may also decrease the motivation, seeking and experience of other sources of
pleasure.”
“Taken together, our data and previous animal evidence suggest that rimonabant has the ability to reduce the hedonic incentive value of stimuli such as food through inhibition of neural reward circuitry. This may be beneficial in reducing the ‘wanting’ and motivational drive for caloriedense, palatable foods and aid weight loss. However, over time this inhibition of reward circuitry could lead to wider diminution of motivational behaviour to pleasurable activities which could in turn be associated with the development of anhedonia and thus depressive sympomatology.”
https://academic.oup.com/ijnp/article/13/8/1103/809017
Suicides in other trials led to early termination of trial into effects of weight loss drug rimonabant on cardiovascular outcomes (CRESCENDO study)
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2010-08/l-sio081110.php
Collateral damage for science.
Reply
james said:
February 22, 2019 at 10:28 am
Slow-motion dopa-zombies.
Reply
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Apneaman said:
February 22, 2019 at 12:47 pm
American biologist and author Jerry Coyne can be said to be one of the ‘new atheists’ (I’m an old one) fighting their fruitless fight, but on his blog he has many interesting posts on evolution mixed in with anti theist & anti creationist crusading posts.
The latest
Once again: Why do zebras have stripes? (And once again the answer: it’s the flies, stupid!)
https://whyevolutionistrue.wordpress.com/2019/02/22/once-again-why-do-zebras-have-stripes-and-once-again-the-answer-its-the-flies-stupid/
Time well wasted IMO.
Reply
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Apneaman said:
February 22, 2019 at 4:39 pm
About paleolithic Granddad and the megafauna extinctions. The most telling evidence for me is the lack of evidence for any simultaneous extinctions in the marine world. If I remember correctly marine extinctions happened with all the known extinction periods (mass & the lesser ones).
Humans, not climate change, wiped out Australian megafauna
January 20, 2017, University of Colorado at Boulder
https://phys.org/news/2017-01-humans-climate-australian-megafauna.html
Humans responsible for demise of gigantic ancient mammals
Early humans were the dominant cause of the extinction of a variety of species of giant beasts, new research has revealed.
“Known collectively as megafauna, most of the largest mammals ever to roam the earth were wiped out over the last 80,000 years, and were all extinct by 10,000 years ago.”
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/news/featurednews/title_465673_en.html
I find the dates, ‘80,000 years, and were all extinct by 10,000 years ago’ very interesting because they kinda match the ‘cognitive leap’ hypothesis & the beginnings of agriculture.
Did our way-back Granddads reach full behavioral modernity and begin a kill off all the big meat using their newly evolved cognitive functions to make better weapons and design more effective hunting strategies? The end result necessitating ‘inventing’ agriculture to avoid starvation?
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
February 22, 2019 at 6:37 pm
We don’t change today unless we are forced to do so. Why would we have behaved any different 10,000 years ago?
Reply
Apneaman said:
February 22, 2019 at 7:47 pm
I think humans serve the lord MPP as best they can with what they have – along the lines of Jared Diamond’s thesis in Guns, Germs, and Steel – would the USA have become an empire if all that oil wasen’t just sitting there by chance? Just another fluke. Institutions and
ideology have obviously cranked it up, but you can’t get to ‘that’ level of complexity, organization, and hierarchy without civilization and intensive agriculture.
This book argues the Australia Aboriginals served the lord MPP much more than most of us smart white folk know.
Dark Emu: Aboriginal Australia and the Birth of Agriculture
“In this brisk and lucidly written account, independent scholar and filmmaker Pascoe persuasively challenges the conventional wisdom of Australian historians, politicians, and textbook authors that the indigenous inhabitants of the continent were primitive hunter-gatherers who
wandered “from plant to plant, kangaroo to kangaroo, in hapless opportunism.” This idea, he writes, has often been used to justify the dispossession of the country’s First People in favor of those who would supposedly use natural resources more efficiently. But in examining the
writings of the first explorers and colonists, Pascoe found them filled with references to “industry and ingenuity applied to food production” by indigenous Australians, contradicting the rationalizing stereotype. He demonstrates that they intensively cultivated land, engaged in
sophisticated forms of aquaculture, including the construction of dikes and fishing weirs, built substantial houses, developed effective forms of food storage and preservation, and used controlled fires to regenerate soil fertility. He also points out the supremacist mindset that
enabled Europeans to suppress their own and others’ awareness of this evidence and propagate the myth of indigenous Australians as primitive, although he does not delve into why it continues to dominate popular culture. This is an important and deeply researched
reinterpretation of Australian history and a stark warning about the danger of accepting received wisdom at face value.”
https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-1-947534-08-7
Reply
james said:
February 23, 2019 at 9:30 am
The one that tends to apply his new tools to the gradient will have more offspring and eventually out-compete the “gentle” environmentalist hunter-gatherer. The megafauna killer would have gone extinct if it hadn’t found something else to exploit.
Reply
david higham said:
February 23, 2019 at 1:57 am
*
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/changing-climate-not-humans-killed-australias-massive-mammals-180961911/#yHmIrmTRfYUJC7TD.99
Reply
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Apneaman said:
February 23, 2019 at 7:47 am
“but a paper by Vanderbilt University paleontologist Larisa DeSantis, Field and colleagues published today in the journal Paleobiology argues that the creeping onset of a warmer, drier climate could have dramatically changed Australia’s wildlife before humans even set foot on the
continent.”
“Altogether, DeSantis says, this suggests “climate change stressed megafauna and contributed to their eventual extinction.”
So ‘could have’ & ‘this suggests’? Real compelling.
I ‘could have’ won the lottery if I had 6 out of 6 numbers instead of 1 out of 6 numbers.
Everywhere the paleo humans migrated to death & extinction followed the same as today and up to the killer apes last day on this planet.
We kill the shit out of everything. Truly one of a kind.
Humans Are Genetically Predisposed to Kill Each Other
The rate of lethal violence is 7 times higher than the average for all mammals
“A new study of 1,024 mammal species has determined which animals are the most vicious killers of their own kind. Killer whales perhaps? Pit bulls maybe? For the answer, just look in the mirror.
Step back and view our species objectively from the outside, the way a zoologist would carefully observe any other animal, or see us the way every other creature perceives human beings. The brutal reality could not be more evident or more horrifying. We are the most relentless yet
oblivious killers on Earth.”
“Our violence operates far outside the bounds of any other species. Human beings kill anything. Slaughter is a defining behavior of our species. We kill all other creatures, and we kill our own. Read today’s paper. Read yesterday’s, or read tomorrow’s. The enormous industry of print and
broadcast journalism serves predominantly to document our killing. Violence exists in the animal world, of course, but on a far different scale. Carnivores kill for food; we kill our family members, our children, our parents, our spouses, our brothers and sisters, our cousins and in-laws. We
kill strangers. We kill people who are different from us, in appearance, beliefs, race, and social status. We kill ourselves in suicide. We kill for advantage and for revenge, we kill for entertainment: the Roman Coliseum, drive-by shootings, bullfights, hunting and fishing, animal roadkill in an
instantaneous reflex for sport. We kill friends, rivals, coworkers, and classmates. Children kill children, in school and on the playground. Grandparents, parents, fathers, mothers–all kill and all of them are the targets of killing…”
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-new-brain/201610/humans-are-genetically-predisposed-kill-each-other
Reply
james said:
February 23, 2019 at 9:26 am
It must have something to do with being a social and tribal animal with a hierarchy. Killing can pay benefits in that case when you knock-off the chief and take the harem.
http://www.wolfsongnews.org/news/Alaska_current_events_3015.html
Reply
Cynic said:
February 23, 2019 at 2:13 pm
I was struck by the fact that a common reason for murderous assault among the Inuit was, apparently, resentment that another hunter had a bigger catch.
The more it went on, compared to other hunters, the greater the risk of sudden, treacherous, vengeful rage……
Successful hunters had to try to pass their superiority off as mere luck or pure chance, in order to avert the animosity of their peers.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
February 23, 2019 at 2:41 pm
I’m thinking denial plays a big role in our ability to kill for reasons other than survival. Denial blocks the empathy and intelligent reason that would otherwise prevent us from killing. How else can you explain the holocaust?
Reply
jackert said:
February 24, 2019 at 11:01 pm
Innate kin and cultural tribalism. Though denial has as much to do with that as anything; one fiction telling another fiction that one is right and the other is wrong, while the other believes vice versa. Nobody wins, but it makes for good dissipation.
Reply
Yorchichan said:
February 27, 2019 at 8:06 pm
“A new study of 1,024 mammal species has determined which animals are the most vicious killers of their own kind. Killer whales perhaps? Pit bulls maybe? For the answer, just look in the mirror.”
Humans are undoubtedly the greatest killers of other large mammalian species, but according to this article we are far from the greatest killers of our own kind (at least if deaths caused by doctors, pharmaceutical companies and fast food joints are excluded). That award goes
to….Meerkats!
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2016/09/humans-are-unusually-violent-mammals-but-averagely-violent-primates/501935/
Reply
james said:
March 3, 2019 at 1:20 pm
But they’re so cute.
Reply
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james said:
February 23, 2019 at 9:22 am
The human dissipative has a subconscious foundation which harbors desires for unlimited power, sex and resources (all three being related). Does one need to ask why the subject of discussion is changed when population control is mentioned or any control over “pursuit of happiness”. The
subconscious rejects these limitations outright and the narrator quickly changes the subject or under its breath says, “How dare that son-of-a-bitch tell me how to live my life. Commie bastard!or (environmentalist). It is impossible to impose limitations on any dissipative whose constitution
is based upon unlimited reproduction and pursuit of resources and advantage vis-a-vis other humans.
The primitive dissipative core is in control, even and especially with the likes of government officials like Trump and/or their masters, the bankers.
Reply
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Apneaman said:
February 25, 2019 at 9:08 am
“Such is the state of cognitive dissonance in which I live. On the one hand, I know, intellectually and intuitively, that everything I perceive, including my self and its sense of free will and choice and control over my actions and beliefs, is illusory, a trick of the brain, an unfortunate and
useless evolutionary accident, a psychosomatic misunderstanding; research (and glimpses) have persuaded me that there is nothing separate, there is no time, and there is no individual person — there is only this, which cannot be known or experienced by any individual. Though there can be
glimpses.
And on the other hand, afflicted with this illusion of self-hood and self-control, I am incessantly triggered by what seem to me incredibly stressful and anxiety-creating events, happening to me and those I love, leaving me exhausted and sometimes seemingly hanging by a thread from
emotional collapse. It’s really insane.
It’s like watching a horror movie that you don’t want to watch any more, but discovering you can’t stop — you’re utterly immersed in the movie, and knowing it’s not real doesn’t help at all.”
http://howtosavetheworld.ca/2019/02/23/glimpses/
Reply
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jackert said:
February 25, 2019 at 11:34 am
https://youtu.be/10cVVHKCRWw
No Turning Back: The Nonrquilibrium Statistical Thermodynamics of Becoming (and remaining) Life-Like, a lecture by Jeremy England. I came across this on r/collapse.
This lecture has additionally been presented in the Pfizer Lecture Hall at Harvard. Can’t help but laugh at that.
Reply
Apneaman said:
February 25, 2019 at 4:32 pm
It’s best to see the presentation at the Harvard venue where Pfizer attendants are handing out complimentary PEZ dispensers loaded with 40 mg capsules of Ziprasidone to help those audience members who become distressed upon learning they’re merely MPP puppets whose sole
reason for existing is to reduce a gradient or 3.
Reply
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james said:
February 26, 2019 at 12:20 pm
I can imagine a thought/stimulus interacting with the brain like a stepped leader of a lightning strike, sending potentials in many directions but only flowing strongly through that neuronal circuit that has previously been repeatedly primed by dopamine. This would be similar to following the
path of least action to maximum reward all based upon previous experiences, some being more positive than others. The illusion of free will may only be a stepped-leader racing through the brain, but finally only following the reinforced neuronal circuit that has delivered the goods in the
past. The “choice” or “free will” will likely follow the circuit that delivers maximum dopamine/opioid (pleasure) which is related to acquisition of greater power or social acceptance, sex and mating, and resources. Those old circuits that fail to get reinforced are forgotten and no longer
comprise one of the choices. The brain has a great interest in keeping salient only the most rewarding memories so that the organism can follow them again and again until they fail to deliver the goods and can be forgotten.
Reply
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james said:
February 27, 2019 at 2:49 pm
For products that don’t have any natural appeal it seems very likely that marketers will tag them with something that releases dopamine, like sexy images or smiling, dancing people. The idea is to build a neuronal circuit to you product that is the path of least action, the circuit through which
the “choice” will naturally flow. There is no “you” making the choice. The choice is made in the brain based upon past experience and the brain likes a neuronal channel that has been widened by dopamine.
Reply
Apneaman said:
March 1, 2019 at 3:11 pm
Fetal marketing is the next/final frontier.
Reply
james said:
March 3, 2019 at 1:23 pm
Some day a scientist will analyze our DNA and instead of A-G-C-T, they’ll find C-O-C-A-C-O-L-A and B-U-D-W-E-I-S-E-R in genes coding for neural development.
Reply
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Apneaman said:
March 1, 2019 at 7:30 pm
“I don’t want to run around and cry wolf all the time, but it is something that is very, very worrying,” said Euan Nisbet, an earth scientist at Royal Holloway, University of London, and lead author of a recent study reporting that the growth of atmospheric methane is accelerating.”
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1029/2018GB006009
If there’s a wolf there’s a wolf, but no worries doc…..
There ain’t nobody here but us doomers,
There ain’t nobody here at all
So calm yourself and stop that fuss
There ain’t nobody here but us…………
Reply
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jackert said:
March 3, 2019 at 5:36 am
I read these articles and listen to HumptyDumptyTribe / Collapse Chronicles placing an emphasis on the surge in “faster than expected” research findings. Am I alone with the opinion that “faster than expected / previously thought” can roughly be translated as ‘here’s what we were in denial
of / not willing to admit’?
Or are fluctuations truly happening beyond the scope of our monkey-minds? or a little of both?
Reply
james said:
March 3, 2019 at 1:38 pm
The methane is important, but we’re still busy eating, digesting and out-gassing which pays some real dividends. Repulsion as opposed to attraction will never occur. It will just get hotter and all you have to do is turn-up the A/C, if you can afford the electric bill. When the food crops
get wiped-out, it will be because God is chastising us and there will be a thorough flogging of all communists and socialists.
Reply
Cynic said:
March 4, 2019 at 12:41 pm
When I sat down a couple of years ago to make a forecast of how my business would collapse, -I could see it coming – I tried very hard to be unflinchingly pessimistic.
Now, in the middle of the collapse, I can see ( although I was quite good at that unflinching pessimism thing) both that the speed and scale of collapse is very fast indeed, and that I was – despite my best efforts not to sugar the pill – sugaring and gilding it.
Well, how else would on get up in the morning?
Even the Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius said that he mostly felt like hiding under the bed sheets…
Reply
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Rob Mielcarski said:
March 3, 2019 at 11:34 am
Errors are expected as you learn something new. I observe that almost all climate science errors are in the bad direction, however if random, you would expect errors to be roughly 50/50 between good and bad directions. I think this is more evidence for our genetic tendency to optimism (aka
denial).
Reply
Lidia17 said:
March 3, 2019 at 3:15 pm
Rob, I also think it has to do with the rate of change of the rate of change. We are somewhat capable of processing linear change, dimly perceptive of exponential change, but what’s being thrown at us is exponentials on top of exponentials, and higher “orders” (I guess you might call
it) of differentials.*
What I feel like is being in a car crash and trying to steer/correct for a certain trajectory, but…. as the capacity to react diminishes with smaller and smaller time-frames, at the same time “change” is happening at a faster rate than it was a half-second earlier… Also how does our
perception register inputs? You have an idea you are going to hit the wall, but what is the perception of deceleration ten feet away versus 10 inches away?
*Note: I hit my own personal wall with higher mathematics. Wish I could be clearer in my thinking here!
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
March 3, 2019 at 5:45 pm
Good point and plenty clear enough.
Reply
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Apneaman said:
March 3, 2019 at 4:50 pm
Facing Extinction
“Give up the fight with evolution. It wins. The story about a human misstep in history, the imaginary point at which we could have taken a different route, is a pointless mental exercise. Our evolution is based on quintillions of earth motions, incremental biological adaptations, survival
necessities, and human desires. We are right where we were headed all along.”
http://www.catherineingram.com/facingextinction/
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
March 4, 2019 at 1:18 am
another guru making a living from doom
Reply
Lidia17 said:
March 4, 2019 at 1:22 am
only $75 to talk to her for 30 min. A baah-gin!
Reply
Apneaman said:
March 4, 2019 at 1:49 am
She has been writing since the early 1980’s, but I guess it was all part of her long term scheme to rip off some over privileged asshole doomers for $75 dollars 40 years down the road.
elected Articles by Catherine
Where the Twain Did Meet: The Transpersonal Psychology Conference in Bombay
Article, New Age Journal June 1982
Buddhist Group Works for Animal Welfare
Feature Story, New Age Journal, June 1983
“I Don’t Believe in Anything”: An Interview with Krishnamurti
Cover Story, East West Journal, July 1983
Interview with Brother David Steindl-Rast
Feature Story, New Age Journal, September 1983
The Greening of the Blackboard: Bringing Education to Life
Education Special Section, East West Journal, September 1983
Terrorism in Tibet
Feature Story, New Age Journal, December 1983
“Wisdom Is Wherever You Find It”: A Conversation with Gary Snyder
Feature Story, The Vajradhatu Sun, December 1983
Reply
james said:
March 4, 2019 at 9:53 am
I would make a living from doom if it were possible but people generally avoid the subject as you are very aware.
Reply
james said:
March 4, 2019 at 9:52 am
A good essay. I thought maybe Guy McPherson was the author but he can’t write that well. To love and face extinction with a happy face isn’t going to happen, dharma or no dharma. People are mostly evolved systems only aware of those parts of reality which have historically
affected the evolution of their brains. Being a Megacancer is quite a novel approach to living for humans.
Reply
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dave said:
March 4, 2019 at 10:20 am
spent the last couple of weeks driving up and down the east coast, visiting people, venturing into the urban wasteland that comprises much of the eastern seaboard, burning gasoline, spending $. had some amphetamines along to help with driving.
all felt pretty good (especially the buzz from the speed.). dopamine is your friend. it serves to guide proper actions, for things with brains anyway. so are amphetamines, your friend that is. I don’t know what their reactions consist of, how they work, in this weird ephemeral body that we each
possess. but work they do, and that’s all that really matters.
the wasteland (and the speed, of course) brought Ivan Ilyich to my mind, the Dostoyevsky character. i’m not much for the Russian cannon, but I did read much of it some years ago. anyhoo, if I remember it right, when Ivan becomes fully conscious of his own demise, when he internalizes
the idea of a fathomless, eternal, bottomless hole that opens underneath each and every one of us, without exception, he screamed for three days. this seems a minimal response. I know that when I became “woke”, so to speak, I screamed for maybe three or four years, something like that.
Reply
james said:
March 4, 2019 at 2:30 pm
It seems like the targets of action have been amplified greatly. Instead of simply seeking the basics like food, sex and warmth, humans can imagine themselves obtaining many thousands of industrially produced rewards. I’m not sure they know what they’re doing, the vision enters
their heads and initiates movement with dopamine. I imagine the selection of rewards will diminish in the years ahead. As for death, that is the final reward. I’ve never had an amphetamine, but coffee is great.
Reply
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dave said:
March 5, 2019 at 7:11 am
I like fooling with various drugs. amphetamines washed down with coffee is a good combination. 40 years ago some cigarettes would have made a good top off. but I don’t smoke. that’s how long ago I quit. I think that tobacco/nicotine is the most insidious drug on earth. alcohol is number
2. I think. but I do drink, alcohol that is.
Reply
james said:
March 5, 2019 at 12:11 pm
I often wonder if controlling illicit drugs is simply a strategy to protect the alcohol and tobacco market share (and other opioid providers).
Reply
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dave said:
March 5, 2019 at 8:05 am
wood pellets for Europe is big business around here. the log trucks, and the truckers, can be kinda crazy. kinda funny, you see old pictures of completely denuded forest scapes, from before burning ff’s caught on, same thing. big patches of forest, pretty much scraped bare.
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2019/3/4/18216045/renewable-energy-wood-pellets-biomass
Reply
james said:
March 5, 2019 at 12:09 pm
You have wood pellets and we have wood pallets. How about wood pellets on wood pallets. Just another resource ready for the Megacancer to devour.
Reply
dave said:
March 6, 2019 at 9:10 am
there are three lumber mills within ten miles of me.
one is devoted to making pallets. I think it takes in mostly hard woods.
one is devoted to making various structural shapes. i think that it also takes in mostly hardwood. but i’m not sure.
one is devoted to pellet production. from what I’ve been able to observe, it takes in softwoods, the stuff that no one else wants. it straddles a rail line. it has a conveyor system of sorts that loads rail cars with pellets as they pass underneath. someday, I may try to make an estimate
of how much goes out of there, but probably not.
my guess is that they, the pellets, ride the rails from Lunenburg, VA to a ship someplace in the Norfolk, VA area, about 150 miles to the east. from there they take to the high seas and end up in germany or England, or some other such god forsaken place.
from what I’ve been able to determine, the stuff, cuttings, branches and such, that not even the pellet mill wants, is burned on site. the stumps are left to decay and release their carbon and such at their leisure.
I see no, or at least very few, attempts at replanting. after a few years, all kinds of scrub and pine begins to grow. then there seems often to be an attempt to sell the parcel as hunting land.
burn it down. use it up. in god’s name.
Reply
james said:
March 6, 2019 at 9:23 am
We recently built the largest, most modern pallet factory in the world and I’ve seen one of the other mills up for auction as a result. Others will likely soon follow. Large hardwoods, if you can find any, are definitely in peril in this area. But I don’t think anyone really gives
a damn as long as they can get a burger at McDonald’s and go home to their big screen TV monkey dramas. On the Kentucky license plate can be found “In God We Trust”. Obviously they know not where to place their trust, but in what other direction do you go except in
the direction of time? Time for civilization will soon run out. Time for some of the lesser forms of life may persist for a while.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
March 5, 2019 at 4:41 pm
The sad irony is that a case can made to log all the forests as fast as possible because trees are now contributing to climate change rather than helping.
“Between the loss of a critical CO2 sink, and the unmeasured increase of forest methane emissions, the ongoing massacre of trees will ensure the 6th mass extinction proceeds much faster than even the most dire expectations. Methane-fueled wildfires will rage…and the scientists will
continue to be puzzled.”
https://witsendnj.blogspot.com/2019/03/methane-mania.html
Reply
james said:
March 6, 2019 at 10:52 am
“I know. I hate it when people recommend getting out into nature to feel better. They must be blind – nature is dying. It’s like watching someone you love die of AIDS. Although I still love walking in the woods or along the ocean, I can’t forget for a minute that the trees used to
be magnificent and there used to be flocks of birds diving into the water. The color is gone in the autumn as well, everything just turns brown instead of brilliant reds, oranges and gold. As well as remembering the difference, it’s definitely apparent when comparing old films –
and the flip side, which is almost funny, is that whenever I see a current movie or commercial, they just can’t find an outdoor location for filming that doesn’t have dead trees.”-Gail
Same here. Everything is sprayed, mowed, plowed, chopped, trimmed and otherwise digested for absorption into the “civilization”. What remains is poisoned by toxic by-products of the process. Cancers grow relentlessly even though they kill the body from which they emerged
and themselves.
Reply
jackert said:
March 7, 2019 at 8:07 am
I was ready to go off in the direction of a rant, but there really isn’t much to say that hasn’t already been said here and elsewhere.
Everything is tainted and sickly, and manufactured to never be escaped from. Sure, I once dreamt of doing something akin to “homesteading” for selfish feel-good points, but I abandoned that fairly quickly. You can’t avoid being an organism with unceasing dissatisfaction
and consumption, no matter how nicely you dress it up.
So, I’m a defeatist and an escapist. The closest I’ll “get into nature” is with Beethoven’s Pastoral a la Soylent Green.
Reply
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james said:
March 6, 2019 at 1:39 pm
Government’s answer to deteriorating dissipative structures built during rich, high EROEI times is to saddle the tax donkeys with another tax even as prosperity wanes. Undoubtedly, good roads will make the wealth come back, even the the cars and roads are a means of permanently burning
away wealth and creating a cachexic state in the ecosystem.
https://www.10tv.com/article/gov-dewine-pushes-ohio-gas-tax-hike-water-quality-state-state-speech
The roads were for a one-time mining operation which will soon be over. No need (and no money/energy) to repair them. How to tell all the little cells and their resident RNA humans that the feast will be coming to a close. It seemed like it would last forever.
Reply
james said:
March 7, 2019 at 1:21 pm
I guess cancer is a part of nature. Little cells that break free of their limitations. There is some beautiful order in the technological system but the imperative for growth and competition through evolution means a sacrifice of the ecosystem just to stay on top and not be someone’s meal
via army, navy, air force, marines.
I’ll be ready with one of those big screen TVs and some nature DVDs and hope to end-up on a cancer-free planet next time.
Reply

129.

dave said:
March 7, 2019 at 3:35 pm
pretty much the only time I go out into the woods, if it can at all be helped, is the winter, maybe 12/1 thru 4/1. I usually spend that time beating back nature as much as I can. clearing brush, cutting firewood for the next winter (if there is one), that kind of thing. going out into the woods at
any other time, at least here in southeast VA, is just plain silly. everything out there is ready and set to beat you back into the house, or at least into the shade, with a cool cocktail. all kinds of ticks, snakes, biting bugs, poison ivy, briar patches, 95 degree heat, all kinds of bad stuff. one of my
dogs got pretty well snake bit last year. but he survived.
last two years I had to go out and fix some fences during the summer, (here, full on summer goes from maybe mid may to maybe mid October, something like that.) both times I came back with socks full of chiggers. nasty business.
Reply

130.

james said:
March 8, 2019 at 6:53 am
I used to thrive on working in that environment, but not any longer. After getting a Lyme infection and having some lingering symptoms, I’m going to spend most of my time in tech cells, they’re just more comfortable and safe.
Reply
dave lysak said:
March 8, 2019 at 7:25 am
yeah, I’ve had lyme more than once, or at least the precursors, bullseye rash and such. went straight out and got some antibiotics. going into the woods around here is like having sex with a prostitute. you’re never sure what you’re going to come out with. but sometimes you just have
to do it. life is a risky business.
Reply
james said:
March 8, 2019 at 12:06 pm
Damn, sex with a prostitute would have been more fun than cutting the grass.
Reply
Cynic said:
March 8, 2019 at 9:09 am
The Old Witch in the gingerbread house in the woods is Mother Nature herself: a cruel old bitch who’ll have us for dinner anytime.
My contribution to International Women’s Day.
Reply
jackert said:
March 9, 2019 at 6:49 am
We thought we could leave a petro-flaming turd on her doorstep in the ultimate ding-dong-ditch, but alas, she has our number.
Reply

131.

james said:
March 8, 2019 at 12:09 pm
Certainly did lead us into an ultimately untenable situation. Don’t worry, Ocasio-Cortez is gonna take care of us.
Reply

132.

dave said:
March 9, 2019 at 8:04 am
lotsa pseudo mommies lining up to save us all.
Reply
james said:
March 9, 2019 at 10:58 am
Mommy knows what the kids need and it’s daddy’s job to get it, but I don’t know how much that holds up these days as women often struggle alone to bring home the bacon and their life expectancy falls.
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2018/11/us-life-expectancy-keeps-falling/576664/
Reply
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