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From the artist Alex Egorov:
“This artwork symbolizes the parallels of evolution, one being man himself (the dna tree) and the second the evolved and ever changing world man has adapted for himself (the press cutting)
In this piece man is seen separated from the dna tree as he no longer relies on biological evolution to adapt to his environment and believes he is apart from it. However, as can be seen in the image mankind is actually trapped by it on his quest to reach for the stars.
The geckos are a symbol of change and a reminder to man that although we feel removed from nature and masters of it we can never escape its influence and in this painting this notion is depicted as such by way of the gecko mutating our inherited gene tree and reminding us of our connections to
nature as harbingers of disease.”

Of course Homo sapiens is no more deserving of an award for being what they are than any other species. The entire evolutionary track has been without preconception and planning. The necessary complexity to tap into the fossil fuels started slowly with only slight rewards for small phenotypic
adjustments and conservation of the information necessary for more complex tools came slowly, but once the journey began it was far too lucrative to abandon. However, the journey to becoming technologically systematic meant extinction for many varieties and tribes of hominids less capable of
creating and wielding the tools and less able to form super-tribes of hundreds or thousands of individuals with specialization. It was not an explosive growth from the beginning which awaited the penultimate innovations prior to extinction, like antibiotics, chainsaws, fishing trawlers, ICBM and
so on. The journey leading to terminal cancer was slow and mostly unnoticed until the symptoms reached a threshold.
What seems strange is that the entire operation is still unconscious. It simply goes where no species has gone before, carelessly, thoughtlessly, cancerously. Even if realized in the cortex, the human dissipative system still seeks rewards on a daily basis and for the most part cannot stop itself. It’s
constitution is all about getting energy and turning it into kinetic energy and waste heat in a never-ending (until death) circle of activity. The technological system is no different. People go to work to earn just enough to keep their bodies alive and afford the car to shuttle them back and forth
among the technological cells. Unfortunately cars and gasoline and domestic technological cells are becoming too expensive for undercompensated technological RNA to afford. I would like to think some group of “elite” humans would have an appreciation of our situation and would be working
on solutions (if there are any), but chances are that they are as ignorant of the situation as any number of humans pounding out tools and product in any number of cell types. There is rarely a serious discussion of the elephants in the room, which includes human population and also the burden of
human technological activity. Growth and reproduction is good for a biological dissipative systems and always has been, and even though they may eventually come to the cortical conclusion that it’s bad, they’ll never be able to stop themselves from pursuing the rewarding activities that drives
them, until the ecosystem collapses.
The information underpinning biological complexity will often become corrupted and new generations must be produced before germ cells are incapable of producing viable offspring. Somatic cells or stem cells will often mutate into cancer thereby destroying their system, sometimes before
reproduction, but usually after a new generation has arrived. The technological system has not yet produced a form that has any long-lasting possibility for reproduction and for all practical purposes each business cell line can be considered cancerous in its pursuit of endless profit and growth. The
profit seeking cell lines are inspired by their biological RNA, humans, to pit one technological quasi-species against another on what is perceived as an endless evolutionary track that will perpetually produce better technologies vis-a-vis competitors. These dynamics will result in extinction for the
technological system and a massive reduction in complexity for the ecosystem likely leading to human extinction. The immaturity of our technological maestros is telling in their wacky plans to move their precious growth onto Mars, the Moon or some imagined nutritious niche in intergalactic
space.

Friedrichs – In the long run we are all dead

Another short addendum. This time from Ophuls’ Ecology and the Politics of Scarcity Revisited.
William Ophuls
If you examine the first graph, there’s a transition period from B to D that is supposed to lead to a sustainable technological society somewhere just past point E. This was the kind of transition spoken of in the Hirsch Report which, at the time of the reports release (2005) we were already twenty
years to late for a well-planned transition. Notice Ophuls’ sixth graph. This shows the three potentials as we pass point E in the first graph. Opportunity for outcome I and II are gone. Apparently those with economic interests preferred to let the market take care of things and find solutions while
they continue to use existing economic relationships and infrastructure to pillage the planet and citizenry. The signs that we are at the peak of graph one are everywhere including creating massive amounts of debt to mask the fact that growth has ceased, the back-up of college graduates without
jobs and a general decline in prosperity which is documented at www.surplusenergyeconomics.wordpress.com Also China’s neo-colonialism in the form of providing cancerous infrastructure development in developing nations to get at resources to be sent from the periphery to the core.
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125 thoughts on “And the Milky Way Megacancer Award goes to…………………..”
1.

dave said:
June 1, 2018 at 7:18 pm
It’s constitution is all about getting energy and turning it into kinetic energy and waste heat in a never-ending (until death) circle of activity.
no worries, our constituent parts will continue in our stead, not as efficiently however. which is a shame. i guess.
Reply

2.

Bev Courtney said:
June 1, 2018 at 10:54 pm
Not too much of a shame, as long as the constituent parts are less damaging than the whole has been.
Reply
dave said:
June 2, 2018 at 8:11 am
kinda funny, but humans were reduced to their constituents, let’s say molecules or cells, there would be nothing left to assign categories. there would be no damage, no good or bad. something like that, i guess.
Reply
james said:
June 3, 2018 at 1:46 pm
Good and bad is pretty much a human social thing. For all other animals getting rewards is good and getting hurt is bad. Sounds sort of like humans but the “system” must have rules for maximal distribution and use of resources from the gradients. There must be law and order
or the flow from humans to the cool will be impeded and the Universe doesn’t like that. If the old order is destroyed and there are resources available, it will create a new order effective at turning them into entropic waste.
Reply

3.

dave said:
June 3, 2018 at 11:46 am
lest we forget, the brain is a bodily organ, like a kidney. it takes input from it’s surroundings (the body) and produces thoughts. in humans, primarily in the neocortex, it coordinates these thoughts with its’ surroundings and produces an “i”. that’s what a brain does.
the kidneys take input from the blood, and produce piss.
not all that different, in my mind. humans due to various inherent biases like to think otherwise. this is just brain piss.
Reply
james said:
June 3, 2018 at 1:41 pm
The limbic system makes sure people stay on track to avoid danger, get energy, climb the ladder and reproduce. Otherwise lots and lots of brain piss while the limbic does its job. I think human civilization is a giant toilet just waiting to get flushed.
Reply
dave said:
June 4, 2018 at 7:31 am
i thank god for my limbic system. at least it knows what’s going on.
Reply
james said:
June 5, 2018 at 10:52 am
Mine is dysfunctional. It leads me to do a lot of things without compensation.
Reply
Reed said:
June 9, 2018 at 7:54 pm
Well, as I so much appreciate reading here, I can
only hope your limbic system remains dysfunctional. So many other interesting bloggers
have sadly suffered a miraculous healing
it seems.
Reply

4.

Apneaman said:
June 4, 2018 at 11:01 pm
As Glacier-Fed Rivers Disappear, One-Sixth of Global Population Is at Risk
“The rate of change that we see in the moment, recorded most directly and visibly by mountain glaciers, is way, way, way faster than it was at the end of the ice age,”
“The speed with which these glaciers are retreating has exponentially speeded up … and if you compare the rate of change, nothing ever happened like that in the geological past.”
“The stored legacy of water in glaciers is something we’ve depended on to feed the big mountain rivers that spread out across the prairies or the salmon rivers on the West Coast or feed the Arctic Ocean,” mountain ecology researcher David Hik told Phys.Org. “That’s going to change.”
https://truthout.org/articles/as-glacier-fed-rivers-disappear-one-sixth-of-global-population-is-at-risk/
As long as there is enough water for fracking everything will be fine.
Reply
james said:
June 5, 2018 at 10:56 am
Like McPherson they should just come out and say it, “You’re all gonna die, soon.”
Reply

5.

dave said:
June 5, 2018 at 7:42 am
sometimes i piss on the stairs of my back porch. sometimes, if i don’t do it right, the piss splashes back onto my ankles, which is annoying. sometimes, the chickens think i’m giving them corn, and they get pissed on, which is funny. at least it makes me laugh. the chickens don’t get it.
just thought i’d share that.
Reply
james said:
June 5, 2018 at 10:54 am
Be careful, the peckers might go after your pecker which would only add to the hilarity.
Reply
dave said:
June 5, 2018 at 4:44 pm
sometimes, the more aggressive ones will continue to peck at my toes, while they’re being pissed on. there’s a message, or a lesson, or something in there. i guess.
Reply

6.

james said:
June 5, 2018 at 10:59 am
I’ve provided a good appraisal of our situation at the end of the post. Can’t find it on the internet any longer, but I found it in my files. Sure enough, in the eight years since it was written, nothing has been accomplished. The limbic brain cannot be told that it can only have one child and a
limited amount of wealth. It will strive for more rewards right up to the end. As Dennis Meadows has said, “There is nothing we can do.” https://damnthematrix.wordpress.com/2013/03/31/there-is-nothing-we-can-do-meadows/
So what does a family do? Most will stay in denial as they try to maximize their rewards as the ship goes down.
Reply
Cynic said:
June 5, 2018 at 4:49 pm
I have lots of neighbours here who work for the Scott Polar Research Institute (must pay damn well – although they moan – as this is an expensive village) – all busily extending their houses, popping kids, and with an average of three cars per household.
The very people who issue all the warnings.
Some do cycle into work, despite the three cars….
Reply
james said:
June 6, 2018 at 9:44 am
Just one more grant so we can really nail this thing down………and one more, and another…………
They’re not much different from any other organism except they can study their own demise.
Reply
dave said:
June 6, 2018 at 8:52 am
yeah, i’m not criticizing meadows, really, i’m not. but he seems to enjoy producing as much entropy as he can, as much as the next guy. carpe diem.
Reply

7.

Apneaman said:
June 6, 2018 at 9:03 pm
You Have NO Choice
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7U5JVk_y7U
Reply
james said:
June 7, 2018 at 9:57 am
But soon they won’t own anything.
Reply
Lidia17 said:
June 10, 2018 at 4:46 pm
“If you think you ever had a choice, remember this picture.”
https://pics.onsizzle.com/brian-rogers-t-if-youthink-you-ever-had-a-choice-5999405.png
Reply

8.

dolph said:
June 7, 2018 at 12:42 am
Dolph is back, having survived a bout of insomnia, panic attacks, and the onset of the permanent mid life crisis.
I still won’t be coming to these blogs as much, though. Surely you can understand.
Reply
james said:
June 7, 2018 at 9:59 am
Your dopamine will make you come back Dolph. Perhaps you should attend the Rainbow Cornucopian Rehab to get back on track.
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 7, 2018 at 2:01 pm
Rainbow Cornucopian Rehab? 12 steps of denial.
Dolph, ponder this.
Useless Advice (from a journeyman ‘doomer’)
http://howtosavetheworld.ca/2018/06/06/useless-advice/
Reply
dave said:
June 7, 2018 at 5:55 pm
the only thing that kinda bothered me about his list was the (intentional?) confusion between an omnivore and a carnivore. omnivores don’t, by and large, have the grasping claws and such of a carnivore.
for lot of reasons, we don’t need them.
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 7, 2018 at 7:09 pm
It’s a safe bet that the way back hunter gather ancestors ate as much meat & fish as they could manage to harvest.
Anyone looking for a blaming reason as to how the humans have managed to become the most dominate, but soon to be short lived, species in planetary history can blame meat. Without meat the naked apes would not have evolved behavioral modernity.
Meat-Eating Among the Earliest Humans
“Without the abundance of calories afforded by meat-eating, they maintain, the human brain simply could not have evolved to its current form.”
https://www.americanscientist.org/article/meat-eating-among-the-earliest-humans
Reply
james said:
June 8, 2018 at 9:31 am
Our transition into technology replaced fangs and claws with stones, knives, arrows and spears. How could we not take advantage of meat? It wasn’t even a choice. A few brain adjustments and a cooperative group of cavemen and the advantage was ours.
Reply

9.

david higham said:
June 7, 2018 at 7:59 pm
It’s about time this planet got with the program.
https://sci-hub.tw/10.1016/j.tree.2017.12.010
Reply

10.

james said:
June 8, 2018 at 10:01 am
I’ve added another addendum to the post with something from William Ophuls. Bankers and politicians are quite certain that the “market” will eventually take care of things or that “God is in control”, but I’m leaning more towards mother nature to provide solutions to deal with the
malignant ape.
Reply

11.

Apneaman said:
June 8, 2018 at 1:06 pm
In addition to meat eating, harnessing fire was another major step towards increased cognitive function through it’s use in cooking meat and carbs. The experimentation has demonstrated that cooking foods equates to an additional 25% increase in caloric energy from the same amount of
food.
Invention of cooking drove evolution of the human species, new book argues
“Richard Wrangham of Harvard University, who argues in a new book that the invention of cooking — even more than agriculture, the eating of meat, or the advent of tools — is what led to the rise of humanity.”
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2009/06/invention-of-cooking-drove-evolution-of-the-human-species-new-book-argues/
These scientists and their single cause pet theories are very unscientific. Harnessing fire was and still is the technological foundation (metallurgy, steam & internal combustion engines anyone), and lead to other advantages besides cooking for the hominid ancestors, but I doubt the hominid
brain of a couple million years ago would have evolved to the point of figuring out how to harness fire without first the even earlier hominid ancestors increasingly eating meat for a few million years to drive the brain growth. I imagine meat eating naturally started with scavenging. The
humans still scavenge today. Since the invention of automobiles people have been harvesting fresh road kill. Happens everyday.
Reply
david higham said:
June 8, 2018 at 9:13 pm
cooking led to being cooked.
https://dothemath.ucsd.edu/2012/04/economist-meets-physicist/
Reply
james said:
June 9, 2018 at 9:22 am
“The upshot is that at a 2.3% growth rate (conveniently chosen to represent a 10× increase every century), we would reach boiling temperature in about 400 years. [Pained expression from economist.] And this statement is independent of technology. Even if we don’t have a
name for the energy source yet, as long as it obeys thermodynamics, we cook ourselves with perpetual energy increase.”
This shouldn’t be a problem, there’s a new ice age coming.
Reply

12.

dave said:
June 9, 2018 at 7:47 am
sometimes bukowski comes up with a gem.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=65&v=hRc6mHS9PjE
Reply
james said:
June 9, 2018 at 9:25 am
The only time Bukowski’s glass was half full was when it was half full of liquor. But what he says sounds about right.
Reply

13.

james said:
June 9, 2018 at 9:28 am
I liked this phone conversation with Arthur Demarest.
https://www.arthurdemarest.com/collapse-and-civilizations-today-2/#more-231
“Demarest, a Louisiana Cajun,[1] studied Mesoamerican anthropology and archaeology at Tulane University, where he graduated Summa Cum Laude and was awarded the Dean’s Medal. Demarest earned his M.A. and doctorate in anthropology and archaeology at Harvard University, he
held the endowed Danforth Chair in Archeology, and was elected to the prestigious Harvard Society of Fellows club. From 1984 to 1986 he served as Assistant Professor at Vanderbilt University in Tennessee, USA. In 1986 he was promoted to Full Professor and was named to the endowed
Centennial Chair. He now holds the endowed chair of Ingram Professor of Anthropology and is the Director of Mesoamerican Archaeology and Development.” – Wikipedia
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 10, 2018 at 12:10 pm
Nice catch James. I’m familiar with Demarest’s work and style. I appreciate men who speak plainly.
Farmers are on the front lines.
The number of their dire stories has been increasing lately. What happens when the bailouts, subsides and ‘no interest’ loans for farmers dries up? We’ll see how much all the “free market” warrior disciples of capitalism cheer when they have to fork over $9 for their white Wonder
bread & $7 for their beloved bags of Doritos.
Utah farmers’ dreams drying up: ‘We will run out of water’
Utah drought drying up hopes and dreams
“As a normal human being you keep hoping things will change, that you’re going to have rain. Our genetic makeup is why we do this. It’s going to be a better day tomorrow and a better year next year.”
-Zack Jensen, eighth-generation farmer and rancher
https://www.deseretnews.com/article/900021113/utah-farmers-dreams-drying-up-we-will-run-out-of-water.html
I got a kick out of farmer Zack’s quote. In the article there is a picture of him – stereotypical looking American farmer wearing a ball cap, overweight, but strong as a bull and given his occupation and local most would say he is conservative and probably a Trump voter, yet he
describes the evolutionary roots of the optimism bias as well as anyone.
Reply
james said:
June 10, 2018 at 1:11 pm
Farming is such a roll of the dice especially if you don’t have things paid for.
Reply
gwb said:
June 10, 2018 at 4:28 pm
Don’t worry, Apneaman, as soon as they build the fresh-water pipeline from Lake Superior to the parched Southwest, all our problems will be solved. After all, the cancer demands it. The resources must be provided.
https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2018/6/4/the-growth-ponzi-scheme-water-edition
http://www.startribune.com/the-great-siphoning-drought-stricken-areas-eye-the-great-lakes/483743681/
Reply
david higham said:
June 10, 2018 at 11:15 pm
It’s not looking good for Utah.
http://icons.wxug.com/hurricane/2013/drought-western-us-1900-2100.png
Reply

14.

Apneaman said:
June 10, 2018 at 12:15 pm
Farmers in Asia.
“Rising oceans have forced Vietnam to erect a system of dykes of up to 4 meters in height in an increasingly complex system of coastal defense barriers. These barriers have saved lands from inundation as the ocean off the low-lying Mekong Delta continues to rise year-after-year. However,
the dykes have not prevented salt water from moving further and further up the Mekong River. And during recent years, this salt water has inundated soils used for rice production.
Such salt water inundation has wiped out crops for many farmers. For example, in the Soc Trang region, the farmers of Thang Dong saw their crops completely wiped out during 2013 as salt water seeped into the soil and killed off food-producing plants. In low-lying near coastal regions, the
story has been much the same for Mekong farmers. And with less reliable crops come increasing poverty.”
https://robertscribbler.com/2018/06/08/climate-change-indicated-in-forced-migration-of-1-7-million-from-mekong-delta/
Reply

15.

Apneaman said:
June 10, 2018 at 1:03 pm
‘Australia doesn’t realise’: worsening drought pushes farmers to the brink
Liverpool plains farmer Megan Kuhn says cows are being slaughtered because there is no way of feeding them after years of extreme weather
“December was the end of their seventh calendar year of below-average rainfall. In the 12 months to May this year, they have had just over 50% of their annual average rainfall.
“It’s terrible on the back of seven below-average rainfall years in a row,” Fleck says.
“We can’t get over a string of really hot summers. With the sheer consistency of extreme temperatures, the rate of evaporating is so high. We don’t have any surface water left on our property.”
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jun/10/australia-doesnt-realise-worsening-drought-pushes-farmers-to-the-brink
Here in Vancouver the food prices have been rising steadily for 2 + years along with many other things. Except for a few items, like almonds and avocados, I am not sure how much of that is attributable to climate change vs rising cost of energy. Don’t matter since we all know what’s
coming if not the exact timing.
Reply
james said:
June 10, 2018 at 1:13 pm
People will have to cut discretionary things out of their lives until there’s nothing remaining. In Kentucky it’s often food that goes first before the electricity or water gets turned off.
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 10, 2018 at 5:08 pm
Monthly pilgrimages to the Creation Museum and Ark Encounter are considered necessities for many. Don’t be surprised if in the not too distant future they become mandatory for all residents of the Neo-Confederacy. Mecca for Rednecks.
Reply
james said:
June 11, 2018 at 9:36 am
The fossil fuels never were focused on cultivating intelligence but rather creating a herd of conforming and well-functioning RNA for the industrial cells. All of the limbic fed stupidity never was addressed or eradicated. So, all I have to say is Yee-haw!
Reply

16.

james said:
June 10, 2018 at 1:36 pm
Not a single species of living organisms has ever looked after its own long-term survival. They’ve always walked blindly into extinction, looking no further ahead then to their next anticipated reward. Humans, even when equipped with an analog mind and a well-developed body of
scientific literature, seem incapable of breaking free of their natural programming which compels them to seek rewards above all else. Even though reality surrounds them, their analog minds are preferentially programmed to represent and guide them through rewarding routines and to
otherwise be preoccupied with planning the acquisition of still out of reach rewards. This will continue until all free exosomatic energy is exhausted in the provisioning of humans with dopamine/opioid releasing experiences. The external damages to the ecosystem won’t occupy their minds,
but rather they will think about how to become rich and successful at the expense of other nations, humans and the ecosystem. Eventually the plundered RNA citizenry will have difficulty meeting the energy requirements for functioning in the high throughput system and collapse will ensue.
More equitable distribution to the cells and common RNA will only marginally increase longevity.
Even now a future of ample rewards, trips to Mars, solar cities and the like are cultivated in the minds by media but reality has a different story to tell and the whisper will become a shout as the exosomatic energy stocks are exhausted and the fantasy can no longer be supported. The Entropy
River will still flow, but not through the overshoot of civilization’s cells that will be deprived of energy and decay just as fast as they proliferated.
Here’s a post worth looking at: https://ponziworld.blogspot.com/2018/06/the-terminal-idiocracy.html
Also Geoffrey West: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qs2CvCcRMLs
Reply

17.

Apneaman said:
June 10, 2018 at 5:01 pm
I found West’s book Scale kinda mind blowing.
Geoffrey West’s long-anticipated book Scale emerges
“In paper after paper over 25 years, Geoffrey West and his SFI colleagues methodically built a case for universal, mathematical scaling laws common to biological and human social systems.
West’s assertion that despite their striking differences, all the world’s cities are simply scaled versions of one another—and possibly an extension of the biological systems of which they’re made—has made his name synonymous with the notion of a “science of cities.”
https://www.santafe.edu/news-center/news/geoffrey-wests-long-anticipated-book-scale-emerges
“I took very seriously the admonition of Lord Ernest Rutherford…that a theory that you can’t explain to a bartender is probably no damn good.” – Geoffrey West’
I haven’t read the Ponzi World dude in awhile – too funny. He needs to update his title –
(Over 3 4 Billion NOT Served)
Reply
james said:
June 11, 2018 at 10:03 am
Even without a scaling law, it is very obvious that the technological growth is derived from biology in the very basic evolutionary transformation of humans into functioning RNA. It seems that no one wants to get to the heart of the matter of humans occupying cells, pounding out
tools on a daily basis and now transformed into a “human resource” for technological cells.
I”ve been reading David Korowicz’s Trade-Off again, probably the best treatment of collapse in existence. Beware the phase-transition.
http://www.feasta.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Trade-Off1.pdf
“Declining economic activity means more unemployment, business failures and defaults. Those people and businesses in the economy that are able to, pay off loans. Defaults eat into bank capital. However, if GDP is expected to continue to decline, the banks would see that the real
economic activity required to service outstanding debt could not be repaid in real terms. They would understand that as almost all money and deposits were issued into circulation as loans, all the money and deposits in the economy could not repay outstanding principal + interest.
They would stop issuing new credit. The public and businesses might notice that as the economy declines, more and more of its shrinking
productive output would have to go on servicing debt.
Indeed, we may not get far into this process. That is because banks have evolved in the expectation of continued growth. Their retained earnings and shareholder capital amount to only between 2-9% of their loan book. Only a small percentage of loans have to go bad before the bank
is bust. So a contracting economy would mean, very soon into the process, that all banks failed. No amount of liquidity would change that. Bank intermediation required for economic life would stop. Because our monetary system is based upon bank issued credit-money, it too would
come apart.
So rather than a continuing deflationary slide, a point would come when the banking system just collapsed, along with our monetary system. This tends to happen when reality finally shatters the delusions that supported the system up until that point. Then, in a wave of panic and fear,
investors, depositors, bond holders and all the interlinked counterparties would run to exit the financial system. This would also be a phase transition.” – page 32 Trade-Off.
Reply

18.

james said:
June 12, 2018 at 9:55 am
People work hard to accumulate savings or a surplus and then put that surplus in tokens and tickets that promise to pay in the future. Those investments are made in a pile of finite fossil fuels that are consumed by fire every day or some sort of derivative complexity. Things could get pretty
expensive. Social chaos will follow.
Reply

19.

Apneaman said:
June 12, 2018 at 11:28 am
As see at Reddit r/collapse
My teenage son says it’s called “Generation Z” because there won’t be another one.
submitted 7 hours ago by edsuom
23 comments sharesavehidereport
Nothing like a little gallows humor from a member of the generation being left with a dying planet, depleted resources, population overshoot, and out-of-control debt.
Denial is reserved for the ‘haves’ eh?
Reply
James said:
June 12, 2018 at 4:21 pm
Don’t give-up hope yet, President Trump is going to turn North Korea’s pristine beaches into Condo World. He’s going to show Kim how things are done. Rumor has it that Kim is going to bleach his hair blond. Things are normal.
http://www.businessinsider.com/trump-says-north-korea-beaches-great-place-for-hotels-condos-2018-6
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 12, 2018 at 4:53 pm
Forget the condos. NK’s beach sand is one of their most valuable resources. Better sell it quick while the energy is still semi affordable. Won’t be any buyers once EROEI peaks and can’t be papered over.
The world is running out of sand — and there’s a black market for it now
” We use sand way more than you’d expect. Worldwide, we go through 50 billion tons of sand every year. That is twice the amount produced by every river in the world.
After air and water, sand is our most used natural resource. We use it even more than oil.
It’s used to make food, wine, toothpaste, glass, computer chips, breast implants, cosmetics, paper, paint, plastics. ”
http://www.businessinsider.com/world-running-out-sand-resources-concrete-2018-6
Reply
james said:
June 13, 2018 at 11:13 am
Only the children of the elite will have sandboxes. And how is Kim going t hang-ten if he fracks all of his sand? I’m sure Kim and his generals are already practicing their technique and picking out cool tiki necklaces. We already know who’s going to win.
Reply

20.

Apneaman said:
June 12, 2018 at 11:29 am
I messed up my formatting. “Denial is reserved for the ‘haves’ eh?” is my comment.
Reply

21.

Apneaman said:
June 12, 2018 at 6:09 pm
Volcanic activity, declining ocean oxygen triggered mass extinction of ancient marine organisms
“When the atmosphere is suffused with carbon dioxide, global temperatures climb, triggering a cascade of hydrological, biological and chemical events that conspire to sap the oceans of oxygen.”
“But should our oceans’ oxygen contents continue to decline at their current rates, future marine organisms could be doomed to the same fate that befell their Jurassic ancestors.
“If you’re an oxygen-consuming organism, you don’t want to see major changes in marine oxygen levels,” Them said. “You either adapt or go extinct.”
http://news.fsu.edu/news/science-technology/2018/06/11/volcanic-activity-declining-ocean-oxygen-triggered-mass-extinction-of-ancient-marine-organisms/
Reply
james said:
June 13, 2018 at 11:17 am
Maybe they can hang onto some plastic garbage and get gulps of air. Perhaps Musk is working on an Ocean Oxygen Generator. In any case the cancer grows as do the positive feedbacks.
Reply

22.

james said:
June 13, 2018 at 11:28 am
In this video psychologist Daniel Gilbert explores the salience of dangers and why we pay close attention to the faces and behaviors of other monkeys rather than less “human” threats or threats without a face. This behavioral prejudice is pandered to by the media as they serve-up day after
day a litany of good monkey/bad monkey stories which are naturally of more interest to the evolutionarily preprogrammed audience. Additionally, the evolved limbic system and its package of default emotional reponses which are focused on human tribal interactions eliminates from
consideration many dangers that do not have a human face, like global warming.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fle_FkILmEQ
In order to achieve policy goals it seems that governments are in the practice of adopting a bad guy face like Adolph Hitler, Muammar Gaddafi, Osama Bin Laden, Saddam Hussein, so as to reach the emotional limbic systems of the populace and arouse their anger and desires for revenge.
Any cortical resistance is overcome with a few convenient lies.
In this video Dr. Jerry Kroth explains denial and displacement found in the toolbox of human behavior.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tnEO2ysnO6Q
Deny, displace and no human face. The limbic system which is “us” rather than the self-image running around in the frontal cortex has retained its most primitive attributes. For millions of years it has probably been true that other apes were the greatest threat rather than the leopard in the
grass and it’s still true today. Our brains simply evolved to pay attention to the greatest threats – other humans. And as the ageless human political drama preoccupies our minds and our limbic systems greedily send us on searches for more pleasureful rewards, we gleefully step backwards
towards the chasm while celebrating the splendor of our past achievements.
For more on denial see https://un-denial.com/
Reply

23.

james said:
June 14, 2018 at 10:45 am
Presentation by David Korowicz:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQaw2fix3q0
Fracking, tariffs, immigration control and a potential many millions of new consumers in North Korea could be efforts to keep the boat from sinking, at least within the next few years. But since everything is interconnected, forcing another nation into collapse by taking their “business”
would only be pricking the balloon in another place.
Older Donella Meadows video instructs on overshoot and collapse:
https://youtu.be/f9g4-5-GKBc
Dennis Meadows – Can Democracy Survive the End of Growth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PIK5I82xOd4
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
June 14, 2018 at 12:19 pm
All excellent talks.
Reply

24.

Apneaman said:
June 14, 2018 at 2:44 pm
Short video. It pauses halfway through – just click on any blank space to continue.
Analysing Complexity
From the course by Macquarie University
Analysing Complexity
https://www.coursera.org/learn/analysing-complexity/lecture/BaU9z/fragility-and-collapse
Reply

25.

Dayvey said:
June 14, 2018 at 11:38 pm
I’d be guessing there aren’t too many 23 year old readers of this site, which is surprising don’t you think? Reading your posts surely ought to stimulate the dopamine levels of 20-somethings? Just like living vicariously through Netflix, seeking connection via Tinder or selling yourself on
LinkedIn does.
But really, big thanks to you james, only recently discovered this site and find your summations on the human condition mesmerizing, if not a bit of a leveler for someone about to be spat out of the university farm into the wide world, where the Limits to Growth is on track to commence
during the period Meadows et al. forecast.
It’s a strange experience being a young adult coming to terms with where we are heading, while living and participating in a culture where most amuse themselves to death. Even if many have a sense of what awaits, slowly absorbing your writings, Flatland Theory and MORT, it becomes
comprehensible why they ultimately ignore the obvious. Hell, I partake in some societal distractions and have a good time doing so. Ultimately, I’d be friendless if my peers heard me talk about these things, but I do find it fascinating how oblivious they are, not that it’s going to spare me
when SHTF.
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 15, 2018 at 10:07 am
Hi Dayvey. 23 years old? You are wise beyond your years.
Reply
james said:
June 15, 2018 at 1:16 pm
When you’re spat I hope you find a resilient spot in the metabolism. But then again, I’ve never tolerated being stuck in a cell most of the day to help pay for the banker’s holidays and the government’s latest boondoggle. If we only had to deal with a slow economic contraction it would
be enough, but I’m afraid that many of our monocultures will soon be seared to well-done and this will just add to the misery, especially since most will be out of work and have no money to adapt.
When I was your age the world’s population was 4.7 billion and now it’s approximately three billion higher with the associated technological metabolism. Carbon dioxide levels were 342ppm and now they are 410. The only reason I thought about the issue of human impact at the time
was because I valued the biological diversity/complexity. Most everyone else I knew would rather step on a bug than take a look at it or appreciate any of its features. Now humans are going to be the bug.
In any case you’re right, the limbic group-think will exclude you if you make the participants feel guilty for pursuing rewards.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
June 15, 2018 at 8:37 pm
Fuck em. It’s liberating to understand and speak the truth. If your friends can’t handle the truth their not worth having as friends.
Reply
Dayvey said:
June 15, 2018 at 9:15 pm
Having interned in such cells, including at a major Australian TV network, it didn’t take long to see how everyone around me were complete lackeys, not that they felt that way, I sure did though. It scarred me enough to completely change my direction.
Being from Australia, recession-free for 26 years, it’s kind of daunting that an economic underclass is growing ever larger, yet the nation has faced very little adversity as a whole. In saying that, China has preserved Australia’s ‘amazing growf’ courtesy of our mineral exports
and their foreign students. We’re at the mercy of larger forces, as most people in most places are.
Sheesh, the growth you’ve seen in your lifetime, staggering. One mighty bug about to be stepped on by a mightier foot.
Reply

26.

james said:
June 15, 2018 at 1:25 pm
David Korowicz’s analysis reminds me of the peril of inhabiting a cell within a system whose metabolic functioning is dependent upon successful acquisition of raw energy and resource stocks, but which may fail at any time in acquisition or distribution. By testing the limits to growth the
exponentially growing cellular network guarantees that a limit will eventually be found and by meeting the condition of inadequate energy for new growth there will approach the second test, adequacy of energy and material for maintaining the existing stock of cells. The failure of new
growth is an important signal because it uses much more energy per unit time than simple maintenance of preexisting cells. If there isn’t enough energy for more new growth one. fungus said to another, then why should there be enough energy for maintaining an oversized mycelium? And
the answer is – there won’t.
I’ve watched this video by Geoffrey West “Life from Cells to Cities, Are They Sustainable” and I don’t think scaling laws can determine sustainability.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=etfRE5-YlXs
Larger organisms have slower metabolisms while smaller ones have faster metabolisms. Geoffrey West would attribute this to economies of scale in the scaling law he describes. Mice need more energy per unit mass than elephants, even though both are made of similar cells. Must a vole
feed continuously to maintain core body temperature? Why does a vole stop growing at such a diminutive size? Is it only because of a smaller mass/volume ratio that the vole must work continuously to maintain core temperature? Will the fire go out if it’s not continuously fed? So why
didn’t the vole grow to the size of an elephant and take advantage of some of the economies of scale?
Even though there are economies of scale with greater mass, there is also an increase in the amount of energy necessary to move the greater mass. A mole can become kinetic with much lower energy expense and can eliminate heat more readily than a more massive animal. An elephant
requires much more energy to become kinetic but cannot as easily dump heat due to smaller surface area to mass. The vole has a much higher heart rate and shorter lifespan while the elephant has a much longer lifespan and slower heart rate. There’s a reason why big vegetarian organisms
are relatively sluggish and browse their way through life – their prey is a stationary plant and not much kinetic energy is needed in subduing it. The vole on the other hand must constantly be shuffling through leaves and catching insects using much energy kinetically.
So why does an organism stop growing at a certain size and form? Because it can achieve both energy input, kinetic expenditure and eliminate waste heat. Can you imagine the amount of heat generated by an elephant if it hunted like a vole? It would cook itself from the inside out being
unable to eliminate heat fast enough. Instead of hunting and searching it grazes slowly and never generates more heat than it can eliminate through it body surface including its flapping ears.
The cellular structures of cities are mostly stationary although there is quite a bit of energy used and heat generated through distribution on roadways and power generation through combustion. Nothing that convection currents can’t carry away. The size of the structures is only limited by
gravity and engineering, sort of like trees. If a skyscraper were able to pick itself up and run around the countryside looking for things to eat, its energy needs and heat production would go up substantially. Instead, it’s fed by the equivalent of fungal hyphae that have tapped into fresh water
and fossil fuels.
Why don’t cities stop growing like organisms and assume an ideal form? This might be related to the fact that the heat from energy production is usually outside the city limits and the cellular structures are rarely more than ten cells thick from outside to core and they don’t produce any
waste heat from kinetic motion although there is some metabolic heat produced. Unfortunately, many RNA positions within the technological cells do not use much kinetic energy and acquiring food is as easy as walking to a car and finding a restaurant drive-through. Complex human RNA
waste heat can contribute to an increase in technological cell temperatures. The cells of an organism will achieve an ideal functionality, size and form based upon energy acquisition, kinetic requirements and waste heat dissipation but the structures of a city are more similar to the cells of a
fungus whose form is less defined, less kinetic and without as much consideration for the elimination of waste heat. They will grow haphazardly over a surface, never achieving a well-defined form but the cells still connected in a loose network. Fungal spores may land upon a large cache of
food and explode in growth, overshoot and collapse. Even though this cycle may repeat itself for as long as the species exists, the fungus is constrained within an ecosystem and has food limitations. It cannot destroy the ecosystem. Humans, even though they also tap into fossil fuels and
grow like a fungus, they are more akin to a malignancy in that their new technological information and tools has essentially allowed them to escape natural limitations and destroy the ecosystem body by creating information and tools to essentially metabolize everything. The human case is
now being abjudicated before the Supreme Natural Court of Law. I expect the extinction penalty to be the result.
In summary, if you’re trying to find the ideal size and form of a city based upon the growth and scaling of biological organisms, just look at a fungal colony and repeat this mantra “growth is good, growth is good………”
Reply

27.

Apneaman said:
June 16, 2018 at 6:54 pm
Older video I stumbled across
Humans As Cancer
https://youtu.be/C0R6EvtGnoE
Reply
james said:
June 17, 2018 at 1:41 pm
Nice find. I’ve looked for similar videos before but never encountered this one. To pin the cancer on the human, you have to explain its emergence and why, through thermodynamics, it behaves as it does. Human technological civilization is simply another evolving form of life at a
different scale using materials toxic to the mother system and expanding into the ecosystem tissues until dead.
Reply

28.

james said:
June 17, 2018 at 2:19 pm
If you want know what is in store for most everyone, pay attention to what’s happening in Venezuela. The common narrative is that it is socialist dysfunction but the reality is an energy failure.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mL8d91vdR9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnLM2fXeXY4
It looks like Venezuela needs about $80.00 a barrel to breakeven.
https://www.bloomberg.com/gadfly/articles/2017-07-21/venezuela-oil-storm-may-be-about-to-hit-the-market
Volume exports have been falling and paying debt service has been problematic as have been imports of various goods.
You have to wonder if they’ll ever recover if for instance Argentinian and Brazilian truckers are now striking because of fuel prices.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8W0N6ul3WVk
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
June 17, 2018 at 10:40 pm
And their population grew 6 times from 5 million to 30 million since 1950.
http://mazamascience.com/PopulationDatabrowser/index.html?country=VE&language=en
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 18, 2018 at 2:07 am
Rob, there is more than one metric to demonstrate a nations out of control growth.
34% of Canadian adults will be obese by 2025, and it will cost billions: report
https://globalnews.ca/news/3794111/canada-obesity-illness-costs/
40% of Americans Are Obese—And the Trend Isn’t Slowing
http://time.com/4980225/obesity-rates-adults-children/
Trillions & trillions of dollars spent on scientific research and public education in the last century and the end result is 2 ‘rich’ nations of sick, fat, neurotic dummies.
Reply
james said:
June 18, 2018 at 2:35 pm
The diabetis is going to cost trillions more except that an unexpected shortage of insulin may solve the problem.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
June 18, 2018 at 9:57 pm
I blame the stupid fucks in the health industry who ignored good German science for their own junk science and have killed millions by giving bad dietary advice that the American public dutifully followed. They still have not admitted their mistake and apologized. They
never will. Idiots.
Reply
james said:
June 18, 2018 at 2:33 pm
Unfortunately the limbic system “feels” like this is a good thing.
Reply

29.

Apneaman said:
June 18, 2018 at 4:58 am
The Next Plague Is Coming. Is America Ready?
The epidemics of the early 21st century revealed a world unprepared, even as the risks continue to multiply. Much worse is coming.
” Twelve million people live in Kinshasa—three times the combined population of the capitals affected by the 2014 West African outbreak. About eight international flights depart daily from the city’s airport.
If Ebola hit Kikwit today, “it would arrive here easily,” Muyembe tells me in his office at the National Institute for Biomedical Research, in Kinshasa. “Patients will leave Kikwit to seek better treatment, and Kinshasa will be contaminated immediately. And then from here to Belgium? Or
the U.S.?” He laughs, morbidly.
“What can you do to stop that?,” I ask.
“Nothing.”
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/07/when-the-next-plague-hits/561734/
Reply
james said:
June 18, 2018 at 11:06 am
I’m sure that things have been created worse than Ebola. Why not sneak some antigens into the flu vaccine to protect most of your own citizens. The only problem is that the nuclear plants overseas would still melt-down and pollute your world. A biological pandemic with a radiative
kicker.
Reply

30.

james said:
June 18, 2018 at 11:08 am
The most malignant and metastatic cell lines garner for their owners the most dopamine and serotonin and throw a little adrenalin in for fun. At what point will the dopamine dominance give way to amygdaloid terror? When will people realize that they’re going to lose it all and their lives
too? Those little cells connected to the technological network from which the human RNA sally forth every day to obtain the motivational rewards will provide little comfort as the material flows in and out cease. The inhabitants of all the other precancerous lesions like the Maya or the less
than terminal but more advanced cancers like the Roman Empire could run back into the buffering forest or savannah and survive to some extent. But now the buffers are gone, consumed, or otherwise despoiled. Those with bug-out bags and fishing hooks will have to vie for a spot on the
shore of the fishless impoundments.
There’s not really any reason in feeling animosity towards humans because, for the most part, they’re automatons. Only a cultivated self-image occupies the analog mind and it is subservient to the limbic influence that has guided their behavior over many millions of years to satisfy
metabolic and sexually competitive needs. At least some humans have the tendency to cooperate and take care of one another as they try to satisfy their needs (usually in competition with different tribes) while other humans only find a way to use the entire group to enrich themselves. When
the end draws near the humans will wonder how God could have done something like this but God makes cancer all the time. Human neoplasms see the body from which they’ve escaped as a rich opportunity for growth. A rich opportunity for growth can remain unexploited for a long time
and perhaps on planets similar to our own, even though they are plentiful, wood and fossil fuels are never exploited and cancer never occurs. But technological tools, similar in every respect to biological enzymes, can provide a vast array of new opportunities for their possessors. Biological
RNA and humans that produce and use enzymes and tools open new vistas of energy procurement. Even the tools of fracking can be seen as a new set of “enzymes” for use in extracting energy. Unfortunately the new technological life plays by the same rules as biological life from which it
arose with quasi-species (nations) trying to avoid the attrition brought forth by failing to adequately compete. Just as in the biological world nations have no choice but to use the resources as fast as they can to gain advantage in new tool designs that are deployed against the natural
environment and each other, without regard to damages inflicted.
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 18, 2018 at 4:08 pm
“At least some humans have the tendency to cooperate and take care of one another as they try to satisfy their needs …”
True, but taking care of others is also a need (no true altruism) for many. Reciprocal altruism is one of our more admirable, if you like, survival adaptations. I have helped many strangers and been helped by many in my life.
When natural disaster strikes, people actually display their greatest levels of cooperation and reciprocal altruism. It was on display during hurricane Harvey last year and helped, at least partially, to fill the ever widening incompetence gap of FEMA and other government and volunteer
rescue and recovery agencies. It’s not just bureaucratic bloat either. These organizations no longer have the resources, nor were designed, to handle the frequency and intensity of these new and improved disasters.
Of course collapse is a never ending disaster and that changes many of the rules. When reality starts to sink in, many will realize that it’s more advantageous to stand down and let the disaster take out some of the local competition (nothing personal neighbor).
We’ll see a mixed bag of behaviours, but as always with the humans their behaviours are more a matter of circumstance than their professed morality and ideologies.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
June 18, 2018 at 10:03 pm
“At what point will the dopamine dominance give way to amygdaloid terror? When will people realize that they’re going to lose it all and their lives too?”
Never. Given that humans deny the 100% certainty of their own death with thousands of religious and spiritual after death stories, they will never accept the 99% certainty of human overshoot and ecosystem destruction implications.
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 19, 2018 at 11:14 am
U.S. suicide rates have increased 25 per cent nationally since 1999, report says – Thu., June 7, 2018
https://www.thestar.com/news/world/2018/06/07/us-suicide-rates-have-increased-25-per-cent-nationally-since-1999-report-says.html
Yabut it’s “mental health” and not the fact that death is becoming preferable to living/surviving in the final stages in the most toxic culture in the history of civilization.
Same thing is happening in Canada, the rest of the west and many “developing” countries, but not as advanced.
Increases aside, their numbers are minuscule.
I can see how & why more than 250,000 farmers (increasing too) in India kill themselves every year – they are truly broken in every way possible.
How fucking bad does it have to be when those who have their basic physical needs met and other options/resources the are offing themselves?
It is mental health, but not in the way the corporate state is implying.
I know if I was forced to listen to corporate media all day or tasked with explaining to the average Canadian why, what and how are the root causes of decline, I would quickly come to prefer death.
Reply
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james said:
June 18, 2018 at 2:44 pm
This video I found over at http://www.surplusenergyeconomics.wordpress.com seems to be a likely adaptive response, moving people into tightly packed cubicles in cities and turning off the resources to smaller cities and suburbs. Not that we’re not already enslaved to a system. As soon as
things begin to hurt enough, many people will gladly accept a cubicle with a T.V. playing 24 hour propaganda with constant monitoring of all activity.
I really have to work on my social credit score or be cast into the badlands forever.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRybM76qx6I
Reply

32.

Apneaman said:
June 18, 2018 at 11:18 pm
I’m always inspired and filled with hope after reading these stories where brilliant humans use their technological super powers to overcome climate change threats against what they hold most dear.
“Oil companies now help support a cottage industry of consultants and product manufacturers in Alaska, all providing workarounds for the fact that the frozen ground they rely on to produce oil isn’t as frozen as it used to be.”
“To be honest, climate change is pretty good business for our company,” says Ed Yarmak, who runs Arctic Foundations and gets about half his work from oil companies on the North Slope. “We’re in the business of making things colder.”
By “things” he means the permafrost that blankets Alaska’s North Slope.
The oil industry has built a vast network of pipelines and buildings on top of permafrost, and has always had to use special engineering to adjust for it. Oil operators have used Yarmak’s product since the 1970’s, but he says rising temperatures mean it’s needed even more.”
https://www.npr.org/2018/06/11/617240387/oil-industry-copes-with-climate-impacts-as-permafrost-thaws
Job creators.
Reply
james said:
June 19, 2018 at 12:07 pm
Here’s a scheme to clean-up plastics in the oceans, but it just adds another level of complexity to civilization which is already collapsing under its own weight. Better to stop using plastics, but this will never be considered.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74YQWthFz8g
Reply
gwb said:
June 19, 2018 at 5:57 pm
It won’t be considered, not with all the new plastics production plants needed to turn shale gas into solid waste:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/dec/26/180bn-investment-in-plastic-factories-feeds-global-packaging-binge
China doesn’t want any more of our plastic waste, either. Landfill, here we come –
Reply
james said:
June 20, 2018 at 10:20 am
The most important thing is that a well-connected malignant cell line gets to make a profit for a short while.
Reply
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james said:
June 19, 2018 at 12:13 pm
From what I can tell, and this is just a preliminary conclusion, the collapse of civilization is one-hundred percent guaranteed by the laws of physics and is not too far into the future. It starts with being unable to pay your bills and ends with a cut-off of sustenance. For the individual I would
recommend the three key approaches suggested by the Bundeswehr: “independence, resilience, redundancy”.
http://www.energybulletin.net/sites/default/files/Peak%20Oil_Study%20EN.pdf
Reply
gwb said:
June 19, 2018 at 6:02 pm
Not unlike what Texas oilman Jeffrey Brown of Export Land Model fame recommended a number of years ago:
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2011-08-08/elp-plan-economize-localize-produce/
“Cut thy spending and get thee to the non-discretionary side of the economy”
Reply
james said:
June 20, 2018 at 10:24 am
Great recommendations but it sort of goes against our natural tendencies.
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 19, 2018 at 7:01 pm
“…one-hundred percent guaranteed by the laws of physics and is not too far into the future.”
Agreed.
It’s well underway, but a significant widespread step down will happen anytime from next week to within a small handful of years. It’ll be a shock for many. Blame, War drums, scapegoating, bitching & moaning will ensue.
The dummy Trump looks perfectly positioned to be history’s greatest fall guy. He put himself there and his antics are an accelerate on a fire that cannot be put out. Maybe he will have an accident or suddenly step down due to ‘health reasons’?
Trump can’t MAGA or even save it, but this trade war could blow up in his face and make things even worse and in record speed.
Reply
james said:
June 20, 2018 at 10:37 am
I’m coming around to the opinion that Trump knows the score and is trying to make the United States more “independent” now that it seems the globalism model is failing and collapse is a real threat. He often seems like a carnival barker but he’s been around the block a few
times. He’ll still likely be the fall guy, but he seems to be dismantling the globalist agenda which would likely be more catastrophic for the United States in the end.
Reply

34.

james said:
June 20, 2018 at 10:40 am
Cells within organisms are too highly specialized and networked to ever attempt an independent existence pending failure of the system to gain adequate nutrition. If cells were able by some means to abandon the network, economies of scale and functionality would soon be lost and collapse
would ensue.
Technological civilization’s cells are also specialized but are more loosely connected and therefore may have a better chance at independent existence. At the national level the Bundeswehr study suggests an independence and stand alone strategy for adaptation. Even this may not be possible
because of the networking and co-dependencies that cross national borders. President Trump’s steel and aluminum tariffs may be an attempt to reestablish a healthy industry within the United States before a more severe competition for resources begins. But what about the individual cell,
the homestead? Can it truly become independent of the system to which it is networked? What would be the result if many such cells did attempt independence? Korowicz covered this in his Trade-Off paper and mentioned in his video that he would rather hang-out with the Kyrgyzstan
apple growers presumably because they are already mostly disconnected from the system. The networks, in their efforts to become ever larger, strive to take advantage of economies of scale. Per the scaling law discussed by West, the utilities that feed the cells may actually encourage usage
and new hook-ups to achieve a maximum efficiency and profitability in the provision of services. Unfortunately an ideal size achievement doesn’t prevent the pattern from repeating itself in other geographies until resources are exhausted and growth ceases.
Eventually, due to rising prices from scarcity of resources and the imposed discipline of human RNA operating under lower pay regimes, it may become impossible for common cells to afford being a part of the network. This is a currently worsening condition that could lead to collapse.
President Trump has tried to increase the amount of money available to working RNA (and businesses) through tax modification. It seems that cells may become independent in one of two ways including having the utilities turned off for lack of adequate income to afford them or by choice,
reverting to a more primitive state where all inputs and outputs come from the close vicinity of the cell. If enough cells have service terminated and/or enough cells leave through the creation of cisterns, wells, solar and the like, then the economies of scale of the utility disappear and the
utility goes bankrupt. Many states have laws making it illegal to have children in homes without electricity and likewise solar energy is often disincentivized because of the negative impact upon utilities.
The government cannot advertise preparation for collapse based upon becoming independent as this will bankrupt all businesses that depend upon economies of scale. At the same time it will become increasingly impossible to maintain the metabolism and infrastructure which has evolved
to feed upon high net energy fossil fuels. New significant discoveries of oil are approaching zero even as the size of the internationally networked system is growing larger. The impending collapse of metabolic activity could make the entire system die and become necrotic if the codependencies are great enough. Perhaps some nations are trying to become more independent and isolated as a defensive measure as the possibility of a tightly bound globalist network of banking and trade stalls for lack of energy and resources.
The question that drove the system in its haphazard growth was “How can I make more money and be happy?” repeated in the minds of millions of humans at the behest of the limbic system formed over many millions of years under supervision of the laws of thermodynamics. The question
asked after the collapse will still be “How can I make more money?” or more likely “How can I get more food and water and make the pain go away?” The human brain won’t change but conditions certainly will.
Reply
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Apneaman said:
June 20, 2018 at 11:57 am
Trump really is a fucking dummy, albeit a clever and manipulative one.
Independence is collapse for the US empire. Reserve currency & petrol dollar loss alone would blow it up in 5 minutes. The US empire is dependent on the Reserve currency & petrol dollar.
A big chunk of GDP and many US workers are employed in maintaining the empire – weapons industry, dept of war, financial weasels and all the ancillary support.
Empires are great in the good times, but are a trap. As the goodies from the periphery become unavailable the overlords and their managerial class turn on their own. This is well underway and only death (civil war) will stop them.
D.C. is full of psychopaths, new study says.
“Psychopaths tend to be extraverted and charming yet “largely devoid of guilt, empathy and love,” according to Scientific American. They do things purely for their own interests, have shallow relationships and place blame on others when things go wrong…”
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/national/article213437319.html
Lead us onward into our brave new world fearless leaders.
Reply
james said:
June 21, 2018 at 10:17 am
I see Trump as a doctor in the emergency room with Uncle Sam on a table and the heart has just stopped. Trump the doctor orders tax cuts, more QE, stop the immigrants. “Nurse, nurse, we need more tariffs here or we’re going to lose him.” “I’ve found it, a massive New World Order
Banker carcinoma.” Nurse! Bring the paddles, we’re going to fry this mofo parasite.”
Reply

36.

Apneaman said:
June 20, 2018 at 1:57 pm
Ugo is pondering the same questions.
https://cassandralegacy.blogspot.com/2018/06/trump-takes-italy-by-storm-rise-of.html
Reply
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Apneaman said:
June 20, 2018 at 2:55 pm
Playing the populist/xenophobic/racist card could prove costly.
More U.S. Scientists and Engineers Are Foreign-Born
“Vanderbilt University professor Mariano Sana reported that the ratio of foreign-born to U.S.-born scientists and engineers doubled in little more than a decade (see figure).1 In 1994, there were 6.2 U.S.-born workers for every foreign-born worker in science and engineering occupations. By
2006, the ratio was 3.1 to 1. ”
https://www.prb.org/usforeignbornstem/
There were plenty of refugee European scientists who worked on the Manhattan project (the ultimate in America first) which cemented the birth of the empire.
Then there are all the Nazi scientists that helped the US win the space race.
That type of pragmatism and cosmopolitanism features in many successful empires.
Perhaps the klansmen will become violent and all those forign born scientists and engineers (doctors and 1/2 of silicon valley too) will flee to China (the enemy) and help them devolp the next game changer tech?
Brings to mind Alfred McCoy’s potential scenairo.
“Although decades away from matching the full might of Washington’s global military, China could, through a combination of cyberwar, space warfare, and supercomputing, find ways to cripple US military communications and thus blind its strategic forces. With that in mind, here’s one
possible scenario for World War III:…”
https://www.thenation.com/article/this-is-what-world-war-iii-with-china-might-look-like/
Reply
james said:
June 21, 2018 at 10:27 am
The United States and China are like conjoined twins that can’t be surgically separated. I’m sure there will be war as soon as the availability of rewards and lifestyle improvements begin to wane. Someone other than the government must be to blame.
Reply
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Apneaman said:
June 20, 2018 at 3:16 pm
Ripped from the Headlines
(I never realized just how popular this is or has become)
Person sets self on fire in downtown Portland park in apparent protest
Updated on Jun 19, 2018 at 04:33 PM PD
Nine Dalits attempt self-immolation in Rajkot over land dispute
The Indian Express-May 24, 2018
Tunisia policeman sets himself ablaze after authorities prevent marriage
The New Arab-Jun. 2, 2018
Srilankan refugee attempts self-immolation, wants to return home
News Today-Jun. 13, 2018
Prominent gay rights lawyer sets himself on fire in protest suicide
International-CNN-Apr. 15, 2018
Would-be Shoplifter Sets Himself on Fire in Agadir Supermarket
Morocco World News-Jun. 4, 2018
The ‘Gaza Spring’? Palestinian man sets himself on fire
The Jerusalem Post-May 24, 2018
Iranian man sets himself on fire in German government building after being denied asylum
Deutsche Welle-May 29, 2018
Iranian in Financial Distress Sets Himself on Fire
Voice of America-May 22, 2018
Greater Noida: Man sets self on fire outside ex-girlfriend’s house
Daily News & Analysis-May 30, 2018
Wrestler lights himself on fire and it doesn’t end well
New York Post-May 31, 2018
Ok the last one was an accident, but still?
It’s hard to be misanthropic when so many humans are providing me such an abundance of free endtimes entertainment. God love em.
Reply
james said:
June 21, 2018 at 10:28 am
Burning yourself alive doesn’t do much good.
Reply

39.

Apneaman said:
June 20, 2018 at 8:13 pm
This one is related to your “Pinker” essay.
Unenlightened thinking: Steven Pinker’s embarrassing new book is a feeble sermon for rattled liberals
“To think of this book as any kind of scholarly exercise is a category mistake. The purpose of Pinker’s laborious work is to reassure liberals that they are on “the right side of history”.
“Pinker repeats fallacies that have been exposed time and time again. He is an evangelist for science – or, to be more exact, an ideology of scientism.”
https://www.newstatesman.com/culture/books/2018/02/unenlightened-thinking-steven-pinker-s-embarrassing-new-book-feeble-sermon
Reply
mad_bobul said:
June 21, 2018 at 7:39 am
Hahaha… Grey’s summary is a masterpiece. I just love it, it was great pleasure to read :)…
I haven’t read anything by Pinker (Taleb’s opinions of him and other critics were enough to skip it), but indeed by writing what he wrote about Nitzsche (whom philosophy I know pretty well) Pinker made first-class idiot of himself :D…
Where the f… was any scientific review required by publisher before they allowed it to the market :/???
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 21, 2018 at 9:57 am
Glad you enjoyed it.
I found it over at Dave Pollard’s, ”Save the World’ blog along with a few other interesting time wasters.
Links of the Quarter: June 2018
http://howtosavetheworld.ca/2018/06/14/links-of-the-quarter-june-2018/
Reply
james said:
June 21, 2018 at 10:37 am
“Yet in A Treatise of Human Nature (1738), Hume wrote: “Reason is, and ought only to be, the slave of the passions and can never pretend to any other office than to serve and obey them.” That sums it up for me.
I have the same brain Pinker is holding. It’s the inexpensive model and brand. Somso is better but more expensive.
The review is great. I would need to turn my learning to other things to write a review like that.
Reply

40.

james said:
June 21, 2018 at 10:39 am
Life, both organic and technological, are basically distribution systems to accomplish mixing of metabolites for maximum combustion of fuel gradients and elimination of waste heat. Fuel is pumped to all cells through the distribution system after oxygenation so that the cells may burn it
and then the heat is dumped into the greater convection currents outside the body. Little cells each with a little fire going awaiting the phantom self in the analog mind to make its way under the influence of dopamine to find a Big Mac. (These are becoming too expensive for the average
RNA too.) Little houses and business cells do the same thing. They await the decision makers to move the mouth (energy companies) to some new fuel to be eaten, processed and sent through the distribution system to the awaiting hungry to be burned. The waste heat often just dissipates to
the cooler outside, but active systems like air conditioning and heating in the winter help maintain conditions suitable for the human RNA that must eliminate their own heat from the combustion of food (other animal/plant bodies).
The elimination of metabolic heat from the human distribution networks could become a problem as global warming creates some sigmatious temperature extremes on the high side. Something like 95F and 100% humidity can make it impossible to get rid of the heat. (Evaporation of sweat
from the skin, evaporative cooling, doesn’t work at 100% humidity and can’t carry heat away as liquid water turns into a gas.)
I think that people’s tendency to buy bigger and bigger houses, larger cars and SUVs, and the human RNA’s tendency to seek “happiness” by doing something kinetic, the more the better, is a perfect formula for getting rid of the fossil fuel and the organic fuel in a most efficacious way. Of
course their own brains were formed by the same physics and it’s really no surprise why they act as they do. The Universe will offer a giant methane release and hydrogen sulfide burp when the meal is done. But don’t let that stop you, and I know it won’t. Enjoy your rainbow kaleidoscope
of complexity, it’s what you’re supposed to do. Never mind that your energy source is disappearing, a flash in the pan in geologic time and that the billion year good luck of your lineage will soon meet its terminus. Just burn more fuel, seek your karma, you’re a disposable tool soon to
dropped to the ground by an uncaring Universe. If I were in charge of this thermodynamic distribution system, I would create a being that was never satisfied, never happy for long, just so they would burn more fuel seeking that which is impossible to attain. Good times, while they last, are
even more important than your children. Get more, do more, see more. God’s will is manifest in us– BURN THE FUEL! – and then go away.
Reply

41.

Ed said:
June 21, 2018 at 4:53 pm
James mostly focuses on the limbic layer of brain to explain our behavior but there is also an older reptilian brain. Am not sure which levels of our brain are responsible for what actions. I would guess the fight or flight response goes back to the reptilian brain which would imply most of the
violence and our perpetual wars originate there. Also eating ourselves into obesity sounds like a really basic reptilian drive. Maybe social media addiction, the compulsion to collect stuff we don’t need and consume in general more than we need are from the limbic layer? Any thoughts?
Reply
james said:
June 21, 2018 at 7:09 pm
Appetite is regulated by the hypothalamus with hormones/receptors for ghrelin and leptin. It’s considered part of the limbic system but seems rather lizardly to me like the pons and medulla oblongata. I’ve been looking for a copy of The Triune Brain by MacLean but they’re usually a
couple of hundred dollars at least.
Reply
Ed said:
June 21, 2018 at 7:56 pm
I found your book on ebay for $257; Alibris $269; Amazon $237; B&N $263; The Strand $379 Ugh. too bad.
Reply

42.

Apneaman said:
June 22, 2018 at 12:01 pm
If you eat a typical industrial diet you are in hormonal imbalance of some sorts – ghrelin, leptin, insulin, etc . No amount of self control or good intentions can help without addressing the root cause.
The typical industrial diet is the root cause or strongly linked to almost every chronic ‘disease’ and disorder – hundreds of them and many are classified as epidemics.
Sick people with chronic diseases and disorders who address their Dysbiosis and insulin levels get better. Many have done it including me. It has almost nothing to do with calories. I dropped over 140 lbs and did not count calories at all.
https://www.wiley.com/en-us/The+Human+Microbiota+and+Chronic+Disease%3A+Dysbiosis+as+a+Cause+of+Human+Pathology-p-9781118982877
Adequate sleep is the other cornerstone.
The cure or great reduction in symptoms and meds for chronic diseases and disorders is free to inexpensive, and with the exception of lab work, does not require the medical racket. More times than not their prescriptions make it worse.
The humans did well with treating infectious disease, but applying the same thinking to treating chronic conditions is unscientific and very profitable for many. There is plenty of dogma too. This will not change.
We are on our own. Heal thyself.
Reply
james said:
June 22, 2018 at 2:09 pm
Good advice. I saw that one of the ways to improve gut bacteria is to have a dog. Ours likes to go right for the mouth and share ample amounts of dog slobber. Dropping 140 pounds is a great accomplishment and worthwhile in that sixty percent of bankruptcies stem from involvement
with the medical industry.
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 22, 2018 at 4:07 pm
Thanks.
You’re right about the medical. I had fibromyalgia (living hell) for over a dozen years and saw more doctors and specialists and tried more prescriptions and treatments than I can remember. Except for some minor to modest short term relief from narcotics and Volteren, none of
them helped. They tried a few different anti depressants for the fibromyalgia but that only made me feel spaced out and gain 60 lbs. One of them killed my libido while taking it.
I don’t have a doctor anymore and have no prescriptions and rarely take over the counter meds.
I also had severe (life threating) sleep apnea (another living hell), a fatty liver and was pre diabetic.
I lost half the weight going low carb, but it was an industrial low carb – diet pop, sugar free Jello, Splenda in coffee & cooking, unlimited A-1 dairy, tons of glyphosate saturated “vegetable oil” (seed oils) products and I plateaued for almost 2 years. Improvement, but still felt
like shit, so I researched like hell and ended up eliminating the worst culprits and ate more probiotic/gut friendly foods foods. I also incorporated regular fasting into my life – WOW! Fasting is awesome for fat loss, gut repair and has numerous and major benefits from the body
going into to maximum autophagy.
As far as the science goes the microbiome stuff is fairly recent (last 20 years) and new stuff is being published all the time. The fasting for health reasons predates the science by thousands of years, but nobody can sell you anything – it’s free and that don’t jibe in a capitalist
utopia.
The only supplement I use regularly is magnesium citrate. If I had the money, I would guzzle pro-biotic pills and eat all grass fed & free range meats and fancy oils and exotic nuts and all that good shit, but that would mean I would have to go work a full time job and be around
PEOPLE…….
I feel fine. Best I have in 25 years and managed to do it on the cheap, so there is no need for a full time job and PEOPLE!
Reply
james said:
June 23, 2018 at 9:53 am
Sounds like you’ve found a good program. I wonder how many probiotics are in Twinkies and chips? Maybe I’ll look for some Kimchi today.
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 23, 2018 at 11:37 am
Ha ha, I love Twinkies and chips and and fell head over heels for Little Debbie’s snack cakes, Krispy Kreme donuts and Chick-fil-A within the first week of moving to the US. Little Debbie’s and Krispy Kreme are now available in Canada, so we are still progressing
up here.
Here is the first book I read that helped open my eyes to the new research.
The Human Superorganism
How the Microbiome Is Revolutionizing the Pursuit of a Healthy Life
By Rodney Dietert, PhD
“The origin of asthma, autism, Alzheimer’s, allergies, cancer, heart disease, obesity, and even some kinds of depression is now clear. Award-winning researcher on the microbiome, professor Rodney Dietert presents a new paradigm in human biology that has
emerged in the midst of the ongoing global epidemic of noncommunicable diseases.”
“The microorganisms that we have sought to eliminate have been there for centuries supporting our ancestors. They comprise as much as 90 percent of the cells in and on our bodies—a staggering percentage! More than a thousand species of them live inside us, on
our skin, and on our very eyelashes. Yet we have now significantly reduced their power and in doing so have sparked an epidemic of noncommunicable diseases—which now account for 63 percent of all human deaths.”
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/531468/the-human-superorganism-by-rodney-dietert-phd/9781101983904/
Author book talk.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DyBJNtCPk-o
My greatest aspiration is to be in tip top shape for Doomsday. We all need dreams eh?
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
June 23, 2018 at 10:49 pm
I get the need for probiotics but also worry there is a lot of snake oil being sold. What are your top legit low cost sources of healthy probiotics?
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 24, 2018 at 10:54 am
Hi Rob, indeed there is plenty of snake oil and varying quality in probiotics and all supplements.
I have never taken any pro or pre biotic supplements, so I can’t recommend anything specific.
My entire rebiosis strategy has consisted of fasting, eliminating certain foods & Franken foods & incorporating foods that promote the beneficial bacteria – lots of vegetable fiber and fermented foods.
One’s level of disbisos will vary based on a number of factors. Our better living through chemistry lifestyle is also a contributor – dryer sheets, many cleaning products, personal hygiene products, chlorine in drinking and shower water, plastics, titanium dioxide
nanoparticles, bisphenol A and on and on.
Kinda overwhelming eh? There are many easy, cheap (some even cheaper) alternatives for almost every one of those products and many simple ways to avoid and minimize ones exposer to the chemical smörgåsbord. For example, I simply wash my clothes less
often and only use Borax and no dryer sheets.
All the info is out there and you just have to put in the time (1/2 of it separating the wheat from the chaff).
Here’s one from 2011 about those disgusting dryer sheets.
Scented laundry products emit hazardous chemicals through dryer vents
“The same University of Washington researcher who used chemical sleuthing to deduce whats in fragranced consumer products now has turned her attention to the scented air wafting from household laundry vents.
Findings, published online this week in the journal Air Quality, Atmosphere and Health, show that air vented from machines using the top-selling scented liquid laundry detergent and scented dryer sheet contains hazardous chemicals, including two that are classified
as carcinogens.”
http://www.washington.edu/news/2011/08/24/scented-laundry-products-emit-hazardous-chemicals-through-dryer-vents/
Implementing all these strategies for health reasons is much like prepping/collapsing now to avoid the rush, in that most of them involve simplifying your life in some manner. And you’ll feel better.
Reply
Rob Mielcarski said:
June 24, 2018 at 12:27 pm
Thanks. We seem to be on a similar path. I cook and eat healthy whole foods and try to get enough vegetable fiber. In your previous post you said if rich you would guzzle pro-biotic pills so I was wondering which you covet.
Reply

43.

james said:
June 23, 2018 at 10:01 am
Never touch the money system.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6nL9elK0EY
………..and whatever you do, don’t mention Limits to Growth. We’re a cancer and cancers don’t have limits to growth.
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 23, 2018 at 7:10 pm
Global debt has hit a high – can financial regulators cope?
IMF figures show the world is more indebted than during the financial crisis and needs more borrowing to create growth
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/jun/18/global-debt-high-regulators-imf-financial-crisis
No worries, the worlds top economic men are on the job. Original thinkers like them can solve any problem.
more borrowing to create growth more borrowing to create growth more borrowing to create growth more borrowing to create growth more borrowing to create growth
Top men all around.
Reply
james said:
June 24, 2018 at 12:21 pm
Top men and top guns. The new Space Force is likely to keep the energy flowing through the conduits. Trump is a dissipative with a capital “D”.
Reply

44.

james said:
June 24, 2018 at 12:08 pm
This Salthe paper “The Natural Philosophy of Entropy” is well worth reading and consideration.
http://see.library.utoronto.ca/SEED/Vol2-3/2-3%20resolved/Salthe.htm
Even though cells, from the time of conception, may cooperate to take down gradients (a frog that eats flies for instance is reducing the fly gradient which itself has some other gradient(s) to feed upon.), the coexistence of many species and complexity depends upon the isolation and
diversity of genetic information within a each species so that each gradient can gain a stability relative to all others. Species are forced into some degree of specialization in feeding on the variety of other gradients (other species). Within the realm of evolving gradients (species) diversity
begets diversity over time and through geographic isolation until the organisms of millions of isolated gene pools consume each other in an endless process of gradient reduction.
In the case of humans, a cooperating group of cells that share in the energy from taking down gradients, there has emerged a loss of specialization in natural predation against other species in favor of organs (hand, eyes, brains) that create and manipulate a new set of information that is
capable of specifying an unprecedented set of tools and energy distribution network. We form cooperating technological organisms to share in the energy and resources extracted by our collective tools. Unfortunately we haven’t seen the wisdom of not reducing the organic/ecosystem
gradient which was once unassailable but which is now, as man is now RNA in his own tool producing cells, completely accessible for degradation and conversion into more humans and technological structures. And being degraded it is, or perhaps I should say it’s being wiped-out. Of
course, humankind is creating the conditions for its own extinction by, in essence, considering its own body a resource gradient to be eliminated. Biological cancers do the same, but along a slightly different path.
It would seem that human nations (quasi-species) with their nominally cooperating technological cells would see each other as gradients to be consumed, just as a leopard sees a gazelle as a suitable meal. This is largely the case with warfare to capture others wealth a viable strategy except
that once again the ecosystem is put at risk. Not only can the ecosystem be destroyed by direct harvesting of all its gradients, it can be destroyed when the quasi-species of nations attempt harvesting each other’s territories and associated wealth. Humans seem incapable of controlling their
own gradient-greedy brains and in all likelihood “control” never was a beneficial attribute except under certain social circumstances within the tribe. Our billionaire leaders certainly know nothing of control as they struggle to find and open new gradients for technological exploitation
(space?) and fail to curb the consumption of the ecosystem by the technological cancer. In many cases a nation’s leadership has come to see its own cooperating population as a gradient to be made defenseless and plundered at will.
Reply
Ed said:
June 25, 2018 at 7:20 am
You mean the universe doesn’t care if we drive ourselves to extinction?
Reply
james said:
June 25, 2018 at 10:06 am
Yea. The Universe doesn’t have a brain and so can’t care. Probably wants to unwind all of the knots of matter or detritus scattered about after the bang and would thank humans for doing there little part before disappearing.
Reply

45.

Lidia17 said:
June 24, 2018 at 2:29 pm
“In many cases a nation’s leadership has come to see its own cooperating population as a gradient to be made defenseless and plundered at will.”
Always look forward to your long comments since there’s always that delightful nugget which succinctly puts into words something I’ve known or felt subconsciously.. just makes me go: “YES!”
But this is probably going on in every relationship, not just that of leaders and plebes..
Reply
james said:
June 25, 2018 at 10:07 am
I imagine that wherever there is a gradient there is something evolving to eat it.
Reply
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Apneaman said:
June 24, 2018 at 11:24 pm
Truth from an unlikely source. A prince of Cancer.
“The following is an edited transcript of remarks made by mining entrepreneur Ross Beaty during a panel session at the Resources for Future Generations conference in Vancouver in mid-June.”
“All global governments remain obsessed with GDP growth. This is a recipe for disaster — growth of anything in a finite system is impossible, and always ends in collapse. Always.
If we extrapolate from the average growth rate since 1950, the world economy in 2050 will be four times larger than it is today. If world population grows to 9 billion, as is the forecast, and everybody were to have the same per capita consumption of Canada, the world economy would have
to be 15 times bigger than it is today.
These numbers are just ridiculous. This is the very definition of unsustainable. We have neither the soil, groundwater, mineral resources, land, ocean or any other resource to support these kind of numbers. It’s time to recognize that we cannot grow like we have to date. We need to build a
new economy based on permanence.
The world is changing quickly. We simply cannot assume that the future will be like the past. Barriers to growth are everywhere. Cheap oil is probably gone. Cheap copper, aluminum, zinc and other metals are probably gone as well. Debt cannot continue to outpace economic growth.
Lands and oceans are degrading. Frontier land is gone, and oceans are becoming less productive. NIMBYism is on the rise as populations increase and people become wealthier and more entitled. This causes more protest and slower development.
Global warming is a fact. It is causing rising costs and these will accelerate, reducing GDP.”
http://www.northernminer.com/environment/commentary-humanity-living-on-borrowed-time-as-cheap-metals-disappear-says-ross-beaty/1003797193/
A thousand princes of Cancer could speak out – won’t change a thing. Most of the humans, plebs & elites alike, refuse to believe it. Even collapse won’t convince many. The cause/blame will always come down to one of their primitive Manichean narratives. Scapegoats = Jews, the
Russians, capitalism, socialists, Putin, imperialism, big industry, immigrants, Trump, the, 1%, 10% & 20%ers, Putin, liberals, conservatives, the Chinese, Putin, blacks, Mexicans, religion, white people, Putin and cattle mutilation. Big picture blame is just more delusion of control. True there
are plenty of guilty people who have caused much harm and I would gladly sign their execution orders if only to stop them (and cause I hate em), but they ain’t to ‘blame’ for the mess they call humanity.
Reply
james said:
June 25, 2018 at 10:10 am
I blame “Limbic Larry” and the laws of thermodynamics and the big bang for not doing a better job of big banging.
Reply
Apneaman said:
June 26, 2018 at 1:35 am
Poor Larry, always being blamed and framed for everything.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DelYvJHTvH0
Reply
james said:
June 26, 2018 at 9:53 am
“I never do nothin wrong man.”
Reply
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